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CHAPTER I. 


-Thou bhah be as free 

A-, inouurain winds. Rut then e\acrlY do 
/\il (lointb of ijiy conimand. 

S H A K i:sp r. AII i.’.s 'i .s/ 

i^EA13ER, you must know, by all I 
have been able to ascertain, tliat the che 
valier Kilrcst behaved most uneomniift^dy 
civil on the journey to signora niadenioi-, 
selle Orinda, or FlavkmSi as her necro¬ 
mantic master was pleased to call her, ex 
cept it was before company, and then he 
was the mighty imperious lord and ruler; 
and Orinda at times found it extremely 
difficult to obey with sufficient alacrity the 
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manifold commands of her dogstar-Iooking 
master. 

Their first place of stoppage, or halt, 
was made where it was anticipated by 
those left in the ruins of the ravine, and 
close in the neighbourhood of the summer 
palace of Elmuton, which was pointed 
out by the aged gipsy to the notice of 
the Christians, on the heights above the 
cavern, and which was rendered famous 
as being the supposed place where a for¬ 
mer caliph, named Osiiiar, was generally 
thought to have been murdeied, by order 
of Elmuton. 

Although this caravansary was reckoned 
the grandest in Egypt, and the last on tliis 
rodle to Cairo, still fearlessly and daunt- 
dessly did the pompous tracer of the he¬ 
mispheres make up to tlie entrance of the 

imperial stands'' as it was called; and 
with ail imperial sort of maimer, com- 
mitnded lodging and attendance for him¬ 
self, his mules, and slave, taking especial 
good care, at the same time, to back his 
consequential behaviour with a display of 
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his riches, and to astonish the natives by his 
wealth; well knowing, and as all travellers 
rnay soon learn, that is a sure way to have 
a ready compliance to all our wishes; and 
ordering the most costly viands to be pre« 
pared for him, and to have the mules 
taken uncommon care of, and to be placed 
in the coolest stables. He then desired 
to be shewn the most lofty apartment of 
the inn; and not deigning to speak to, 
but beckoning Orinda to follow, he took 
his staff’ of wonder, and strode, with a 
mighty step, up three or four marble stair¬ 
cases, as though he ivas going to ascend 
the ether vault, and there fix himself, a 
neighbour constellation to the Great Bear, 
and retain Orinda as his satellite. 

■ The wily stargazer, hoAvever, took good 
care, the few hours he remained here, to 
keep himself to his own apartment, and 
thus pass at least for “ a wise man of the 
East,” or peradventure he might meet 
with some unpleasant rencontre; for the 
spot hereabouts was much friquented by 
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those of classic lore, and many Egyptian 
sprigs of learning resided near, it being 
considered a healthy part, and close on the 
banks of the Nile; and where men of in¬ 
formation, our gipsy king imagined, might 
perhaps take the liberty to fall into con¬ 
versation with his logical majesty, and by 
their talent ratlier obscure his glory, or 
have slipped his mask a little on one side, 
whicli w^ould have been much the same 
thing; therefore he Conceived it to be the 
more prudent plan to remain private, and 
sleej) a few hours, than run the hazard of 
a conjunction with, very likely, a superior 
luminary, and thus suffer tlie mortifica¬ 
tion of being eclipsed; for he was well 
aWare this was a dangerous sphere for 
him to attempt to sliine forth in, in the 
character his dress bespoke. 

When the sun began to decline, then 
was the time for Kilrcst and Orinda to be 
again stirring, and make the effort that 
was to carry them to their destination, 
and they anticij)atc(l to gain Cairo about 
midniglit; and, to come to the point of 
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fact at once, tins they accomplished, just 
as the hollow sound of the great gong vi¬ 
brated upon the bosom of the Nile, and 
lost itself in the vast expanse. It was at 
thi< -moment they entered a miserable 
liGUse of entertainment for travellers in 
the suburbs, where, after giving their 
jaded mules into safe custody, and re¬ 
freshing themselves with a hasty meal, they 
set off toward the late residence of Selinus, 
in the old town of ^iro, as that part was 
called, to make the important discovery, 
and to wrest the valuable jewels from 
mouldering obscurity. 

This, however, proved, upon experi¬ 
ence, to be no such easy matter as was at 
first conceived; the street, or space where 
the late residence of Selinus was situated, 
being chiefly inhabited by Christians, was 
now dreary, and almost totally forsaken. 
The absence of the rich merchant, and the 
sudden manner of his departure, had given 
much alarm to those of his belief, and in 
the best way possible had most of the 
merchants quitted the city. Selinus, even 
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by some of his most particular friends, 
was held blamable for the encouragement 
he had given to the son of the great ca¬ 
liph Elmuton; and by the viceroy, and 
those in power, was his offence held rank 
and unpardonable; and when his precipi¬ 
tate flight was become the common talk 
of the city, the suspicion of the Mussul- 
men was created, and soon fanned their 
natural hatred into implacable fury and 
detestation. ^ 

The devoted Christians that remained, 
intending to hazard the brunt of the storm, 
if they possibly could, were insulted at 
every point with impunity. Business was 
become at a stand—midnight assassina¬ 
tions and open broils pervaded the entire 
dty of Cairo and quays of Bulac—heads 
of murdered Christians were often found 
in the morning, stuck upon railings, or 
posts, in different parts of the town, with 
every mark of insult and derision, apper¬ 
taining to their faith, prefixed to them. 
Children, in the squares and by-places, 
were to be seen in groupes, performing the 
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many ceremonies and forms of Christian 
worship, in the most extravagant ridicule 
and mockery; but the forms of baptism 
and marriage seemed the most prevalent; 
and scarce a ragged urchin in Cairo ex¬ 
isted, but who had a Christian surname 
given him, as a nickname. Prayers were 
even offered in the mosques, invoking 
curses on the opposite believers, and hor¬ 
rid blasphemy was in the mouth of each 
renegado, as execrations, terrible and ap¬ 
palling, were heard from every wretch. 
The forsaken abodes of the Christians were 
pillaged and ransacked — indeed many 
were burned down; and even the sacred 
edifice for their worship was hourly insult¬ 
ed and degraded. If a female of the race 
was found in the street, she was sure to 
be maltreated, and all were indiscrimi¬ 
nately hooted, and called Orinda^ the wife 
of the apostate Felix! Such Turks as 
had had their children named after the 
late prince, took them again before the 
mufti, or chief priest, and had some other 
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name given, for the appellation was now 
become a stigma. 

In such abhorrence was every circum¬ 
stance held that bore the least tendency to 
the late ajiostacy, that it was both dan¬ 
gerous and impolitic to continue the ob¬ 
servance, Guards and sentries were dou¬ 
bled, and even trebled, at the posts; and 
watchmen were placed where such had 
never been placed before. The Marne- 

* 

lukes too, to make the commotion the 
greater, were in midnight and secret ca¬ 
bals. Domestic and state affairs seemed 
alike to have the storm suspended over 
them. 

When Kilrest and Orinda sought the 
house of Selinus, they found it nearly a 
heap of ruins, and what apartments re¬ 
mained, through which they had to pass, 
were mostly occupied by the fugitive half- 
i^arvcd dogs, that in such innumerable 
packs infest this city. When this dis¬ 
tressing scene met the sight of Orinda, she 
had nearly died with fear and sorrow, and 
it demanded the utmost power of the gip- 
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sy to back his encouragement to Orinda 
to commence the search for the treasures. 

A copious flood of tears relieved the 
nearly-bursting heart of the poor female, 
which when it had in some measure sub¬ 
sided, the undertaking was commenced. 
They.crossed the encumbered doorway, 
and scrambled over fragments of broken 
furniture; for so confident was the Chris¬ 
tian wife as to the spot, and so well known 
to her recollection the place of the precious 
deposit, that they had procured no light, 
or if they had, it would have rendered the 
danger doubly dangerous; the light of 
the stars was sufficient for their out-of- 
doors proceeding, and the light of Orin- 
da’s memory was obliged to serve the pur¬ 
poses within. 

Orinda proceeded, griping fast the hand, 
and guiding Kilrest. Thus, in darkness 
and silence, they groped their passage> un¬ 
til they came to the entrance of the cellars, 
or vaults, beneath the house; these, after 
encountering many difficulties, they su(v 
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ceeded 'in penetrating, which being accom- 
plished, their way became more open, and 
their path less impeded, from the effects 
of wantonness arid plunder. When they 
had gained some distance, the pair stood 
for a moment to breathe freely, and ex¬ 
changed a few words of encouragement 
and comfort to each other; now they lis¬ 
tened—each gave an attentive ear—all 
seemed hushed and still. Orinda, with 
greater fervency, clasped the hand of Kil- 
rest, and begged him cautiously to ad¬ 
vance a few paces further, and she would 
then guide his touch to the secret hiding- 
place of the precious store. 

After descending three or four steep 
steps, the female bade her companion 
stoop; with a trembling hand she then 
guided his to a flat stone, which was 
placed so as to seem a casual footstep; and 
a little below the surface of the rubbish 
beneath, be would there discover the sub¬ 
stance of the casket that contained the 
value of their arduous searchc 

This wish was soon and eagerly per-^ 
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formed by the adventurous gipsy, when 
presently his raptures overcame his pru¬ 
dence, and in a shout he exclaimed—“ By 
Ihe Prophet’s shade, we *have it!” 

Orinda was alarmed at this untoward 
burst, and, as by instinct, covered his re¬ 
bel mouth with her tremulous hand; and 
in the next moment ran her eager fingers 
over the shape of the box, and affirmed 
that all was right 

After which the pair stood for a time 
in breathless silence, the hands of each 
griping fast the precious repository of 
wealth; nor did they at all seem conscious 
where they were, or of their present situ¬ 
ation, until aroused by the hoarse voice of 
the watchman, as he passed the outer 
opening, and the hollow sound penetrated 
the cells where the honest defrauders lurk¬ 
ed ; this startled them from their reverie, 
and forcibly informed them all the danger 
was not passed, although their object was 
thus far gained. 

The next consideration was, who would 
be the fittest bearer of the precious bur- 
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then ? Kilrest soon determined this, and 
requested Orinda to button the case with¬ 
in her jacket, under the left arm, and let 
her short cloak hang over that part, as the 
usual fashion was. 

It may be perhaps proper to give a little 
sketch of the dimensions here of this said 
casket, that has caused so much stir. Be 
it known then, it was a curious-wrought 
but rouglidooking kind of thing, to con¬ 
tain such valuable commodities, and se¬ 
cured with a large seal, that covered the 
whole of the hasp; its length was about 
eighteen inches, the breadth nine, and the 
entire depth rather more than three inches. 
The female instantly agreed to take the 
charge, and it^ was secreted as proposed, 
and thus far seemed perfectly secure. 

Orinda now fell upon her knees, and 
delivered a short prayer and thanksgiving 
for tlie last time beneath her paternal roof, 
and where she first drew the breath of life, 
and where, within the last month, a revo¬ 
lution had been worked, of so distressing 
a tendency in the sequel, the remembrance 
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of which brought such a torrent of tears, 
and multiplied ideas across her mind, as 
almost to bewilder her senses. 

The gipsy was forced to interrupt her 
sorrows and meditations, and shew the 
dark side of the predicament they now 
stood in, ere he could sufficiently arouse 
her, to quit, now and for ever, her birth- 
place—the place where she had witnessed 
much happiness, and the home that had 
been so dear to her. And, as they stole 
like thieves through the apartments, where 
so late comfort and ease, affluence and 
peace, reigned around—but now, alas, 
how changed the scene! dark, deserted, 
comfortless, despoiled, polluted, and hour¬ 
ly becoming the receptacle of filth; and 
where human creatures late so happy 
lived, vras now a kennel for wandering 
brutes—with all her fortitude, past scenes 
would haunt her recollection, and recol¬ 
lection damp her fortitude; yet, ere they 
gained the last outlet, they once more made 
a halt for a few minutes, to ascertain if all 
was safe within their hearing. 
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All seemed still, and they ventured into 
the open space; which, however, they had 
scarcely gained, before they were alarmed 
by two persons rushing past them in great 
speed and agitation, as their quick breath¬ 
ing fully demonstrated, and as though 
they were closely pursued; and so it prov¬ 
ed, for presently came, in great haste, and 
stirring the thick sandy path in clouds 
around them, six or eight of the caliph’s 
guards; yet, so sudden had they come 
upon our pair of adventurers, that they 
could seek no place to shelter themselves, 
or avoid the observation. 

Instantly were they challenged, as to 
what or whom they were. 

Poor Orinda was struck dumb and mo¬ 
tionless. 

Kilrest, with much sang-froid, answer¬ 
ed—Pass on, friends; all is well, praise 
to the Prophet, and the caliph Elmuton!” 

Amen! to that,” cried him who led 
the van; but as to our being friends, 
that must be further proved. Friend is the 
hackneyed theme for the direst foes, now- 
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a-days. Nor do I think thou art very sin¬ 
cere in thy speech, if I may judge by the 
company thou keepest. What does this 
ChHstian boy here, at this hour of the 
night, when all of his race are proscribed ? 
and lurking, too, about this hellish neigh¬ 
bourhood, where so much cursed mischief 
has of late been hatched, and by that arch 
traitor Selinul, and his witch of a daugh¬ 
ter.” 

This boy,” answered Kilrest, “ is my 
slave, and I am in my passage to the open 
river side, there to await the rising of the 
sun, and catch the appearance of depart¬ 
ing night. The skies, for some hours 
past, have been full of signs, omens, and 
wonders. The face of the heavens is be¬ 
come mysterious, and requires to be cau¬ 
tiously read; a riddle is formed by the 
stars, and, for the benefit of mankind, must 
speedily be expounded! so pass your 
ways, men of arms, nor perplex ni^ medi¬ 
tations.” 

All this piece of rodomontade was de¬ 
livered with such mystical gesture, and 
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pompous manner, that the soldiers were 
confused; and their leader thus addressed 
the mighty expounder, confounder, and 
compounder of the heavenly bodies.—“ I 
crave thy mercy, good father magician, 
for detaining thee; but this boy, thy slave, 
must not pass. By his garb, he is a Chris¬ 
tian, and hath set the high decree of the 
great caliph Elmuton at defiance, by being 
seen in the street at this hour, or even to 
be out of his residence after sunset; that 
was the decree given out tiiis evening, by 
seignior Sebastian, and he must answer 
the offence before the caliph’s court, to¬ 
morrow evening, and until then remain in 
custody, at the common cage.” 

This information for a moment stag¬ 
gered the cunning invention of the gipsy, 
who took the opportunity to whisper 
Orinda, and bid her maintain a sullen si¬ 
lence, leaving the whole matter to him, 
and, oh no pretence whatever, to leave 
him for a moment. He then turned to 
the guard, and said—“ We have not be- 
fore.beard of this decree—-nor is it justice 



ORIENTAL WAI^BERINGS. 17 

to the Christian—not can I spare the use 
I have for this boy; for knoV, ye men of 
Cairo, he is a far comer, and strangely 
gifted withaL What I have discovered, 
and further would discover, cannot be 
done without him; and if the warnings of 
the more favourable planets be suffered to 
depart witho|jt a proper notice, wo fall 
on 5^011 r heads! wo to Cairo! wo to 
Egypt r 

The mock solemnity with which this 
speech was delivered, and threat held out, 
had just done the business. The soldiers 
looked fearfully on each other, and were 
separating, to make way for this wonder¬ 
ful magician and his gifted boy to pass, 
when, in the nick of time, a horse party of 
savage-looking troopers came, and, sans 
ceremonie^ commanded the pair to be taken 
off to the cage, the moment they discover¬ 
ed one to be a Christian. In vAin were 
plagues to visit—earthquakes to Hhiver-— 
the sun to dissolve the moon —^the^tor^ to 
destroy each other—the Archer to* shoot 
the Twins —the Great jBmr to swallow 
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the Crab —or the Scorpion to maim the 
Ram —or the Nile to dry up; all these 
were considered as things in the common 
course. All that this king of conjurors 
could say or threaten, was of no avail to 
the mounted officer; he was an unbe¬ 
lieving infidel^ a scandal to Mahomefs 
muUy and a disgrace to the whole race of 
Mussulmen, a most mortal hater of the 
Christians —and, when any of that faitli 
were concerned, he set the sun, moon, and 
all the stars, at defiance, and paid no 
more attention to the gifted pair, than he 
would to the dogstar in midday, except 
that he hurried them forward, with the 
point of his lance, to the common cage, 
and, when safely lodged there, demanded 
them to deliver whatever they had about 
them, and commanded his men to search 
them. 

Nothing, however, was found upon the 
knight of the order of the Zodiac, except 
nondescript matters of mystery, which 
certainly the Mussulmen did not seem to 
much like the appearance of, and soon the 
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ceremony of examination ended with him. 
The insulted man-of-the-moon^ then in high 
dudgeon, turned to Orinda, and with 
much seeming mystery, ordered her to de¬ 
liver up that case from under her garment. 

The trembling female did it. He, tak¬ 
ing it from her, seemed to perform some 
cabalistic cereraffeny over it, and then offer¬ 
ed it, first to one, and then to the other of 
the guards asvsembled; but none seemed 
willing to have any thing to do with it, 
for he put sucli dreadful threats and visita¬ 
tions to fall upon him that broke the seal, 
that no one would attempt it, and but few 
even touch the casket. 

At last the officer, who so peremptorily 
ordered them into custody, perceived it to 
have a seal, the impression of which bore 
some tendency to Christianity ; he there¬ 
fore ordered it to be taken care of, and be 
delivered up to the proper authorities, 
when the prisoners should go before the 
court; if then the seal was broken, let 
them abide by the consequences. . 

Without further ceremony, this mighty 
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riddling reader, and his trembling gifted 
hoy, were ordered into confinement, in the 
common cage of Grand Cairo. Oh, n?on- 
strous, ye cruel Turks! but whether out 
of respect, or veneration for his profound 
knowledge, or a pretty strong smatch of 
superstition in his gaolers, we will not pre- 
tend to say, but, for sonie certain reason 
or other, they were put apart from the 
other prisoners; for so it happened, the 
cage was this night unusually crowded 
with delinquents of different orders, and 
our particular acquaintances were allowed 
to enjoy an apartment to themselves, and 
were tolerably well provided with every 
thing necessary, both for rest and nourish¬ 
ment, but there to abide until after sun¬ 
set, the following day, or, rather, the same 
day; for, by the time they entered their 
place of confinement, the dawn was fast 
approaching. 

We shall not attempt to describe how 
the hours of their incarceration were pass¬ 
ed, nor to picture the state of their minds, 
that were ridiculous, and a futUe waste of 
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time; suffice it to say, as soon as they were 
left alone, Orinda threw herself on a mat¬ 
tress, and appeared insensible to every 
thing or tho'nght, save the horrors of her 
situation, and the painful emotions cre¬ 
ated by her recollection of those so near 
and dear to her, and now lingering in sus¬ 
pense in the ruins of the ravine. 

The feelings of the gipsy were differ¬ 
ently e xpressed to those of his captive 
partner, save and except in one particular 
sense, that neither spoke a word for seve¬ 
ral hours. Kilrest sometimes paced the 
floor with a hurried and disordered step, 
at others with a slow vacant one. At 
times would he remain for a long period 
together motionless, his eyes one minute 
wandering over the whole space, and the 
next sternly fixed, yet seemingly not no¬ 
ticing any direct object. Now would he 
gnash his teeth, and with his clenched fist 
strike with vehemence his head or breast, 
then play with his fingers, and al^nost be¬ 
tray a smile on bis working countenance; 
and frequently would he pass to the 
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pitcher, and swallow copious draughts of 
water, and eagerly devour a liard biscuit, 
yet in a manner which bespoke his mind 
was so absorbed, that he was scarcely sen¬ 
sible of the action of liis body. And thus 
passed about fifteen hours, ere the time ar¬ 
rived that they should be taken to the 
caliph’s court, which most likely is the 
next place where we shall meet them, and 
until then take our leave. 

It will be remembered, when we last 
left Cairo, in our narration, Sadak, the Pa¬ 
gan slave, had made a most important dis¬ 
covery, which was that of a plot to rob 
the veteran officer Mo?nod of his being, 
and the great caliph Elm u ton of his rea¬ 
son. This was obtained as the slave lurk¬ 
ed under the garden-wall of the harem, 
when he made his escape, after his first in¬ 
terview with his betrothed and fondly- 
loved Zoa, and was divulged to Monrod; 
which officer secreted the Pagan in his own 
chamber, until the hour proposed to com¬ 
plete the horrid conspiracy should arrive, 
which was planned by Sebastian, and his 
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creature Saldan, and was to take place that 
same night, at sherbet drinking, when El- 
muton intended to hold a little revel with 
his officers. 

The execution of the infernal scheme 
was, however, prevented, in consequence 
of Sebastian receiving a slight hurt, as he 
was mounting his horse, which confined 
him to his chamber two or tliree days, 
lliis mishap occurring to the principal 
actor. Monrod was w^ell aware the tragedy 
would not be attempted to be performed, 
until he should be sufiicicntly recovered 
for the undertaking. 

Such being the case, Monrod became 
embarrassed in his thoughts what to do 
with the slave, whom he wished to retain 
as the chief evidejice. 11 appeared incon¬ 
sistent, and almost im})ossible, to hold him 
detained where he was at present; and if 
he suffered him to depart, and mix as usual 
vrith his fellow-slaves, perhaps he might 
divulge the important secret, and thus mar 
the ends of justice. For too well the old 
veteran knew, unless he detected the mon- 
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ster Sebastian in the very fact, the ascen¬ 
dancy he held over his master would at 
"^once destroy the aim. He was puzzled 
how to proceed, or who to make a useful 
confidant. No one was likely, among the 
many that occurred to his mind, save Ta- 
bel, the eunuch dwarf. He would be able 
to find an excuse at once for the absence 
of the slave, and be the only member 
about the castle to guard Elinuton from ^ 
danger, and watch the movements of Se¬ 
bastian. 

On this expedient he resolved, and at a 
venture to intrust the curious dwarf with 
the secret; and by making him a partici¬ 
pator in the discovery, securely hold him 
to his purpose. He well knew the mind 
of this strange mixture of human stuff*; 
he also knew him to be in direct opposi¬ 
tion to tlie villain Sebastian, in his heart, 
and most cordially he believed he hated 
him for his cruelty to the banished prince 
Felix. He therefore instantly sought him 
out, and after binding him with a solemn 
oath, developed the whole transaction to 
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him, and introduced him to his chamber 
and to Sadak; from whom the eunuch of- 
fifer was further convinced of the necessi¬ 
ty of secrecy and watchfulness. Nor did 
it take his fertile mind long to devise a 

t 

subterfuge for the absence of the Pagan 
slave, in case he slioiild be missed. 

Sadak was pleased with the confidence 
these men of power treated hhn witli, and 
whicli begat a mutual confidence in him, 
to make them fully acquainted with what 
he looked to for his reward for this great 
service, and entered at length into his his¬ 
tory, and his knowledge of Zoa, the beau¬ 
tiful slave, and favourite of the caliph. 
All thereunto ap])ertaining was considered 
to be an after proceeding, and promises of 
eternal friendship and services were enter¬ 
ed into and exchanged by the parties, 
when once they had ridded tliemselves for 
ever of the treachery of Sebastian, and ex-* 
posed him to public execration. 

The little gallant knight of the ladies* 
seignior Tabel, had now a thousand whim- 
VOL. HI. c 
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sical fancies in his head at one time. The 
fortlicoming circumstances would, un¬ 
doubtedly, make him a great man fgr 
ever. He strutted, looked, and stretched 
himself erect, and, in his own idea, was al¬ 
ready as great as Elmuton; and, in a little 
time, no wonder if he was to become 
grand sultan of Constantinojde. But he 
most earnestly implored Sadak, with many 
•a high -flown compliment, and flowery sa¬ 
lutation, to remain securely where he was, 
and on no account whatever, to attempt or 
risk an interview with Zoa, but leave her 
safety in liis hands, and rest himself in her 
security. 

Things were thus far settled, on this 
head, and for three days the vigilance of 
the officers twain were unremitting; their 
opposite situations and ca})acities gave 
them full exercise for their prying capabi¬ 
lities. The office of Tabel being entirely 
in the interior of the palace, and, at nearly 
all times and seasons, about the person of 
Eimuton, therefore he had full opportu¬ 
nity to scrutinously watch each move- 
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merit, and to be a careful observer of all 
that was passing ; while the veteran Mon- 
ijod’s duty was among the soldiery and 
guard, consequently very little could be 
stirring, if he had a mind to watch nar¬ 
rowly. 

Saldan, the soldier of Sebastian, he could 
seldom catch sight of, as he was constant¬ 
ly, and in close attendance in the chamber 
of his master. And there is no doubt 
the great man was as fearful and distrust ¬ 
ful of the creature he had made, as Mon¬ 
rod was of the slave; and as the two of¬ 
ficers occasionally caught sight of each 
other, when Sebastian reposed in the bal¬ 
cony of his chamber, which hung in the 
castle court, where the guards assembled, 
the thought of each must be most strange 
towards one another. 

On the third day after Sebastian’s ac¬ 
cident, Elmuton reviewed his guards, in a 
square of the castle, when Sebastian;rap- 
peared by his side; he had so far recover¬ 
ed, that a slight lameness only was per- 

c 2 
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ceivable. He was cheered by the soldiery 
on his entrance, and cordially greeted by 
his companions; and the viceroy himself 
congratulated him on his recovery, and 
requested he would attend that evening 
at sherbet drinking, and partake the 
.'amusements of a little revel, with his bro¬ 
ther officers and comrades in arms. 

This, with much sycophant-like con¬ 
duct, was accepted by the villain, as Moji- 
rod thought him ; and he thouglit also he 
could discover the devil, lurking and 
laughing on the beam of his eye, as he 
turned to bow to his credulous master. 
Saldan too was standing at the end of his 
charger; and, as the caliph turned away, 
the sight of Sebastian caught that of his 
creature, and they exclianged a glance full 
of meaning, which was interpreted by 
Monrod thus—This night shall our })}ot 
be put into execution.” 

Elm uton, as he parsed Blonrod, famili¬ 
arly accosted him, and inquired why he 
had not had so much of his company as he 
lyas wont, ending the observation with a 
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request, that the officer would drink cof¬ 
fee and sherbet with him in the evening. 

Monrod bowed, and thanked his mastei 
Vor his condescension ; at the same time 
saying, loud enough for Sebastian to hear, 
who was in the rear of the caliph—“ He 
was proud of the honour, and would attend 
his bidding.” 

The old soldier marked the eye of Se- 
bastian, as he finished speaking, and could 
visibly discover that it conveyed a secret 
satisfaction to him ; nay, he was so far oft* 
his guard, yet he could not mistrust Mon¬ 
rod had any item of his project, that he 
stooped in his saddle, and called Saldan to 
his side, whispered him, and then ordere<l 
him to adjust his stirrup, which was evi¬ 
dently done as an excuse. 

This was full confirmation to the pry¬ 
ing senses of Monrod, and he had a strug¬ 
gle to restrain his emotions. The parade 
broke up. Monrod did not leave his mas¬ 
ter, until he dismounted and entered the 
harem, at the portal of which Tabel was 
waiting to receive him» 
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The dwarf and the veteran exchanged 
looks; and the latter departed, leaving 
the caliph in the custody, as it were, of the 
eunuch. 

Monrod quickly communicated what 
had transpired on the parade to Sadak, 
who was impatient for the eventful mo¬ 
ment to arrive. 

Tabel soon made his appearance, to give 
the information, that Elrnuton that night 
proposed to hold a revel. All this, how¬ 
ever, was previously known. The manner 
how they were to proceed in this import¬ 
ant business was then conned over. 

V 

All being agreed on, they separated, to 
wait the hour that was to expose villainy, 
and liiirl retribution on the head of Sebas¬ 
tian ; who had become more imperious 
than ever of late, and devised all means in 
his power for the cruel oppression of the 
Christians and hard-fated Mamelukes. 
The slightest offence in the latter was in¬ 
stantly punished with death ; and if a 
Christian, in any degree, violated the laws 
of the Mahometans, confiscation of pro- 
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perty and banishment were sure to fol¬ 
low. 

It was evident, to any one who scanned 
the manners of Sebastian, or delved into 
his conduct, that some great and import¬ 
ant scheme was working in his mind, and 
that what he was doing was but prepara¬ 
tory to the event. He had been the 
means of lavishing favours and promo¬ 
tions, both civil and military, to those he 
wished to make friends; and bound others, 
by obligations, to be in his interest. El- 
muton had himself highly commended 
him to the notice of the grand sultan; and 
the priests looked upon, and styled him, 
the true servant and workman of Ma¬ 
homet.” Thus, if he should succeed in 
the murderous and diabolical plan he had 
in meditation, there is little doubt he 
would have caused himself to be elected, 
Sebastian, great caliph of Grand Cairo, 

It is rather a singular coincidence, that 
the very night this horrid j)lot is intend¬ 
ed to be worked, and peradventure the 
self-same hour, is the same when Kilrest 



32 


ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 


and Orinda are entering Cairo, or busy 
exploring the ruinous and late abode of 
Selinus for the hidden jewels. How the 
latter has succeeded, we already know; 
btit how the seignior Sebastian will get on, 
we have yet to learn, and it shall be the 
subject of the next chapter. 


CHAPTER II. 


But I do hate hiin^ as I hate the devil, 

Or that brass-visag’d monster, Barbarism ! 

Oh, ’tis an open-throated, black-mouthed cur, 

That bites at all, hut eats not those that feed him—• 

A slave, that to your face will (serpent like) 

Creep on the ground, as he would eat the dust; 

And to your back will turn the tail, and sting 
More deadly than a scorpion ! Ben Jon son. 

At length the moment arrived, “ big with 
fatefate—for whom ? for what ?—^for 
^very one!—for every thing! for it ap¬ 
pears, without much philosophy, that Mr. 
Time, old as be is, takes especial good 
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>eare, that each moment which he manu¬ 
factures, shall have its commission, and no 
particle lost. 

The sun had withdrawn his power, and 
the refreshing cool of evening was hailed 
with gratitude, by relaxed nature, in these 
torrid climes. The public evening prayers 
were over—the castle, in part, partially il¬ 
luminated—and Elmuton seated, in petit 
splendour, in the midst of his chief mili¬ 
tary characters. Many evolutions, exhibit¬ 
ing the prowess of arms, were gone 
through, by new recruits, much to the 
astonishment of the viceroy, and whom he 
had scarcely seen before. These were 
brought to notice and preferment by the 
activity and foresight of Sebastian, whose 
doings were highly praised by his master, 
Rnd who felt, as be expressed himself, 
somewhat uneasy, that his favourite officer 
had not yet made his appearance. 

He at length, however, entered, attend¬ 
ed by Saldan ; when he was instantly ac- 
Mcosted his credulous master, in the fol- 

c 3 
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lowing strain—My friend Sebastian is 
but tardy in waiting on our pleasure to¬ 
night ; but, as thou art now come, accent 
my most cordial welcome. And now, in 
mirth, for a time let us forget our car^, 
and build our joys on expectation of future 
bliss; for, to recount our troubles is but, 
in a manner, to double them; and remem¬ 
brance too often proves a sorry guest.” 

Sebastian, at this flattering reception, 
appeared to feel as an honest man would 
hyavc felt; and, in this instance, well dis¬ 
played the art of deception and hypocrisy, 
in which he was now become so perfect an 
adept. After bowing thrice to the ground, 
he answered—“ That many years of undis¬ 
turbed bliss may make amends for the 
late heavy storms of care and anxiety that 
have so much disturbed the hours of the 
great Elmuton, the beloved father of Cairo, 
is the honest wish of his poor and unwor¬ 
thy slave, Sebastian! and that the bright 
sun of peace and comfort may shine long 
and happily on his reign, is all my hope, 

• and all I have to wish for.” 
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The speech of the sycophant was deli¬ 
vered with so much appearance of sinceri¬ 
ty, that the deluded caliph arose from his 
seat, and taking the hand of his officer, 
placed him near his person, saying, at the 
same time—My good and valiant friend, 
but that thy courage and hardihood is so 
well proved to the world, else would I say, 
thou hadst not got the soldier’s, but the 
silvery tongue of the courtier. Yet thy 
sensibility is such, that thou art a brave 
soldier, and pliant courtier both.” 

As this compliment was closing, and 
Elmuton resuming his seat, the veteran 
Monrod entered the assembly, attended 
by Sadak, whose every particular bespoke 
what he was. The degrading collar of 
the slave continued around his line form¬ 


ed neck, and his well-turned limbs were 


covered with the coarse garment worn by 
those in his situation. He made a slight 
obeisance, at entering, as his penetrating 


eye, in one glance, as it were, |ook a mi¬ 
nute survey of all around him; his man¬ 


ner betrayed no embarrassment, and be 
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stood, with a front, calm, yet bold, with¬ 
out assurance; his whole contour was con¬ 
spicuous, among the gaudy uniform of the 
officers, who composed this gay assort¬ 
ment of youth and age, infamy and hones¬ 
ty, that hovered around the man of power, 
and instantly drew all eyes upon him; 
and a degree of wonder seemed to spread 
among them, as our slave followed the old 
soldier to a proper situation. 

Tabel had taken his station close to the 
^bow of his master, instead of being at 
the entrance, as was usual, to prevent the 
intrusion of improper visitants. 

Some turned their eyes on him, for a 
moment, as if to inquire the cause why 
such a person was admitted, and the pre¬ 
sence disgraced by one of the stranger’s 
cast? However, the little humguffan 

took no notice, as he at other times would 

- 

have done, and have shewn a thousand 
consequential airs and graces, to expel the 
degrading interloper. 

Elmuton also observed the slave, who 
kept a kind of confidential station near to 
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the officer Monrod, and whom the viceroy 
thus accosted, in a jocose manner—“ How 
now, good Monrod; what thing is that 
thou hast brought here ? Thou art in 
merry mood,^siire, to-night. I am gkd to 
see thy happy star have influence. Hast 
thou a mind to treat us with masquerade, 
so brought thy friend in the character of 
slave ?” 

At this Monrod bowed, and scarcely 
knejv how to give an answer suitable; he 
was a bad dissembler, but replied in t^ 
following manner.—“ I think, great sire, 
we have been too long in masquerade, and 
it were now the hour to throw off the 
mask. Suppose we turn about, and go to 
prayers?” ^ 

The habitual and sullen, or, rather, re- 

served manner of the old soldier, was often 

made a matter of ridicule and derision 

among the junior officers, and now, at a 

time when mirth seemed to be the gene-- 
« 

ral orders and revelry the pass^tjiprds the 
veteran expressing a wish to go to prayers 
begat a broad smile on every countenance. 
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Nor were the risible features of Elmu- 
ton wholly exempt from being disturbed, 
who answered—" To prayers, saidst thou, 
good Monrod ? no, no, I am not now in 
trim for prayers—nor thou; therefore let 
us fit the present opportunity to proper 
purposes; we would now beguile our 
heavier thoughts with mirth, and chase 
care with joy. Come, come, my honest 
soldier, shew us thy merry whim, for, by 
appearances, thou hast procured us enter¬ 
tainment. What is it thou hast brought 
with the^a juggler, a tumbler, or a sooth¬ 
sayer?” 

The^old man of arms replied—" I can¬ 
not yet say what he may prove to be, but 
thus far I think he is—a juggler first, be¬ 
cause he will cheat—a tumbler, because 
peradventure he may cause a fall—a sooth¬ 
sayer, I am sure he is, for he hat^ fore¬ 
told strange things, that have already come 
to pass, and prognosticates others that 
would l^erribl#in the event.” 

Elmuton answered—" Then, my good 
and faithful soldier, we shall have to thank 
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thee for this night’s entertainment. Come 
thou near me, and pledge with me in the 
Clip of good fellowship, the while this ra¬ 
rity shall exhibit his wonderful art.” 

At the mention of the word cup, seig¬ 
nior Tabel had a hard and difficult matter 
to contain himself. Sadak passed his hand 
over his forehead, sighed, and drew him¬ 
self erect. Monrod passed upwards, as if 
fulfilling his master’s bidding, but far dif¬ 
ferent emotions prompted his bosom to be 
near Elmuton. 

When the caliph called for his cup, as 
we have described, it served as a cue for 
all concerned in or with the conspiracy to 
commence the work, both offensive and 
defensive. 

Saldan had taken his station at the back 
of Sebastian, who sat next on the right of 
the viperoy. The quick eye of Tabel was 
in close observation, yet he acted in a man¬ 
ner so as not to create the least suspicion. 
Mohrod, the better to %rther^s obser¬ 
vances, moved but slowly towards bis seat, 
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to catch every action of the creature Sal- 
dan, and his infernal employer. 

Slaves were in attendance, to watchP the 
first wish of their high master; and no 
sooner had the call for drink passed the 
lips of the caliph, than was seen at his el¬ 
bow an attendant, bearing the cup. 

Sebastian saw the vessel, and made an 
excuse to detain Elmuton in conversation; 
thus would Saldan have an opportunity 
to mix the fatal draught. This was done 
with much adroitness, as the latter assist¬ 
ed to pass the cup. Yet the doing, artful 
and well as it was performed, did flot es¬ 
cape the eye of Monrod nor of Tabel. 

Sebastian drew back in his seat, Sal- 
dan, on his knee, presented the charged 
goblet; Elmuton took it, and held it high 
before him; and was about to pledge the 
company, when Monrod stretched forth 
his hand, taking the fatal cup, and ex¬ 
claimed—‘‘ Hold, Elmuton ! what is this 
you wblBd drin^^ I smell a stench arising 
from this cup, that savours of mortality 
most strong.” 
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Elmuton betrayed his chagrin at this 
strange behaviour of his officer, yet knew 
not how to act. 

. Sebastian’s lip quivered—bis arms drop¬ 
ped by his side; he seemed insensible for 
a moment to every thing and person save 
Monrod, on whom his eyes were fixed in 
horrid ghastliness. 

The viceroy, in a manner half offended, 
replied—‘‘ Monrod, tliis is not right, thus 
to cheat our mirth; thy strange customary 
morose manner is not now well timed.” 

The soldier, in a mixture of emotion, 
quickly answered—‘‘ Dread caliph, I crave 
thy pardon ; let me but for a short time 
claim your indulgence with this same cup 
—I have a trick I would practise with it.” 

Elmuton replied not, but gave a reluc¬ 
tant kind of assent with his head. 

' Monrod, after exchanging looks with 
the dwarf captain, which seemed to be per¬ 
fectly understood between them, for the 
mighty Tabel instantly le|^ his station, at 
the back of his master, and soon after ap- 
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peered, with a strong guard, in the en¬ 
trance of the saloon. 

The old veteran then cried aloud— 

L 

Guard well the door; let no one pass, for 
your lives—^for on the verdict that this cup 
shall give, a life doth hang.” 

Elmuton became alarmed, and started 
on his legs—a general consternation pef- 
vaded the entire assembly, when the vice¬ 
roy, accosting Monrod, said—“ Old sol¬ 
dier, I charge thee, on thy duty, say what 
does all this mean ?” 

Sebastian now aroused himself suffi¬ 
ciently to say, in a faltering voice—Old 
man, your conduct is most strange.” 

Monrod paid no attention whatever to 
the last speaker, but thus replied to his 
master—Sire, your mercy; this conduct 
is but a whim of mine, and, by my past 
services, let me indulge in it awhile; per¬ 
haps, in the sequel, great sire, I may be 
thanked.” 

Thg honest^ldier then looked around 
him, and hailed his brother-officer, Nulac, 
saying—“ Nulac, and some friends of mine 
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and the most high caliph Elmuton, take 
this cup, and give the drink to the first 
dog ^ou meet; when he hath swallowed 
it, mark the creature’s every action, and 
peculiar manner^^which it may shew, and 
give a just report to the great Elmuton, 
and those assembled here; be but honest 
in this proceeding, as ye shall hope for 
mercy.” 

He then turned to his master, who was 
leaning on Sebastian, and continued— 

Dread sire, so please you to command 
that I have my humour in this—it may, 
peradventure, be the last request of your 
faithful soldier.” 

Elmuton peevishly answered, as he again 
took his seat—“ Old man, I cannot guess 
thy aim, but have thy whim.” 

Little captain Tabel then stepped for¬ 
ward as Nulac took the cup, and marshalled 
him, and several officers whom curiosity 
prompted to accompany the bearer of what 
seemed so much a riddle, j|>ut of the pre- 
sence, and descended the staircase; the 
entrance was still strongly guarded by a 
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body of men, previously prepared for the 
occasion by Monrod and Tabel. 

Sebastian saw all this, and became con¬ 
scious that the old veteran, somehow or 

4 

other, must have gaine^ a knowledge of 
the plot; yet, if by his conduct, he re- 
'sented it on the instant, it might confirm, 
in the general opinion, how guilty he was 
in the undertaking; therefore he strug¬ 
gled with himself, and raised his propriety 
to a pitch sufficient to make a sort of re¬ 
buke on Monrod, before the face of his 
* 

master, and spoke as follows—“ Seignior 
Monrod, this nonsense of thine, or whim, 
humour, or call it by what name thou 
wilt, does but mock the caliph’s authority, 
and ill becomes the presence thou art in. 
Thy years and duty should tell thee, when 
men make sport where reverence only 
should be paid, it sinks dignity and com¬ 
mand to littleness indeed.” 

Monrod turned quickly upon the speak¬ 
er, and tartlj^feplied—“ If any one here 
think I lack m duty, respect, or reverence, 
I say he does but lie in thought; and if 
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any one is bold enough to say so, then I 
tell him plainly he utters a damned and 
sacrilagioLis lie. I tell thee, Sebastian, I 
have honestly earned my good name, and 
1 will not live suspected 
The grey warrior delivered this last with 
so much warmth and sarcasm, that it was 
impossible to be mistaken by the most 
casual observer. Sebastian severely felt 
it; his hot and impetuous soul shewed it¬ 
self in many ways, and in frightful tribu¬ 
lation he exclaimed—“ Suspected, saidst 
thou ! w ho shall dare question or doubt 
my love or duty ?” lie then endeavoured 
to curb his rising spirit, and continued, 
with the bitterest irony—“But thus it 
ever is, with those wlio dare danger ibr 
their country’s good, and, in the fearful 
battle’s front, brave the ha^rd of the fight, 
and expose life to quell faction, and keep 
a quiet home! such are always envied 
by the skulking cur^ that stops within to 
hark when doors are holie^M 

Monrod, with the self-same sort of hu- 
mour, answered—“ Yet these same sort of 
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curs which thou dost snarl at, have their 
service too; for when the master thinks 
he is sleeping in security, some dark and 
damned watchful thief may force the bolts 
of the credulous man’s lu)use, and, in the 
unguarded moment, rob him of his trea¬ 
sures or his life; then perchance this same 
skulking cur will surprise, and hold the 
thief by the heel, uiitii justice comes to 
stop his vile career.” 

This innuendo so forcibly hit Sebastian, 
he could no longer brook his temper—it 
was spurred to the utmost bent; in a mo¬ 
ment he drew his cimetcr, and savagely 
thrust it through the lower part of Mon¬ 
rod’s neck, at the same time vociferating 
like a demon—“ Thou art this very sneak- 
ing skulking cur, and thus I cut thy 
throat for harking 

ftlonrod fell; Sadak saw the sudden act, 
and with fury like a tigress, when her 
young is assailed, seized Sebastian by the 
throat, and jj^tting his sword from him, 
at the same time said—“ Thou accursed 
Turk! thou art the thieving dog^ thou 
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villain !” and turning to Elmuton, conti¬ 
nued—“ Great caliph, this wretch is a 
traitoj'—shall he be made secure, or shall 
1 stop his breath, by griping thus, and rid 
the world at once of a monster ?” 

This vscene was so suddenly performed, 
and caused such a consternation in the 
court, that none offered to lend assistance 
to any one, or in any way to interfere. 

The Pagan’s manner and appearance was 
such, the terrified Slussulmen durst as 
well assail him, as offer to tear the exi)i- 
ring lamb from the clutches of the gaunt 
hyena, or wrest a victim from the jaws of 
a hungry crocodile; Elmuton trembled in 
his seat, and his officers stood aghast. 

At this momentous period the loud 
voice of Tabel was lioard, dem.mding ad¬ 
mittance; when Nulac rushed in, follow¬ 
ed by several other officers, who had gone 
to witness the effect oG«the potion on tlie 
dog, when he excl^med, in a frenzy— 
‘‘ The dog is dead! oh^|ply Prophet! 
the creature had scarcely swallowed the 
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drink, ere he foamed, raved, and died in 
excruciating tortures.” 

The countenance of Sadak became in a 
moment the more enraged; he shook his 
victim, Sebastian, as a vulture would shake 
a struggling viper, and threw him, with 
a terrible crash, on the floor, placing one 
foot firm on his breast, as though he would 
annihilate him with his tread, and ad¬ 
dressing himself to the caliph, pointing, at 
the same time, to the trembling Saldan, 
said—‘‘ Elmuton, yon base slave is the 
vile accomplice of this prostrate reptile in 
^ the damned plot against thy life.” 

Tabel next asserted he saw Saldan mix 
the contents of a phial in the drink that 
was offered to Elmuton, and which had 
since been the death of the dog. 

Elmuton had much difiiculty to arouse 
energy sufficient to give the fo^lowing, 
command—“ Guards, seize and bind the 
villain secure ! hurrj%|iim to the rack, that 
tortures may /^t^w from him a further 
confirmation of "this hellish plot against 
my life and the state*” 
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Tabel and Nulac commanded the guard. 
The wretch Saldan, more dead than alive, 
was instantly hurried out of the saloon. 
Sebastian was then taken from the fearful 
custody of the Pagan, and properly se¬ 
cured : lie spoke not, but dreadfully gnash¬ 
ed his teeth, and with a scowling brow, 
darted looks around, as he would sweep 
to the deepest pit of perdition tliose with¬ 
in their reach. 

Monrod gave a convulsive groan: this 
drew the attention of Sadak and others to 
his assistance: he was raised, and as his 
eyes met those of his master, he stretched 
forth his hand to him, and said—“ Elmu- 
ton, give me thy hand—m;^ services are 
an end. I have ever loved thee, pitied 
thee, and faithfully served thee; but, oh, El- 
milton, Sebastian was ever thy direst ene¬ 
my, and he is a villain! the murder of thy 
son Hamman is a strange mystery, which 
my dying thought tells me he aloiie could 
unravel; and whefi IhoujJiiast proved his 
guilt complete in thiJ^resent accursed 
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deed, as soon thou shalt, suspend his fate, 
and save bis life for a time—his repentance 
may give thee some satis&ction; oh, oh, 
suspend bis fate awhile !** 

Here the honest veteran became so faint 
from the loss of blood, it was thought ex¬ 
pedient to remove him and seek further 
assistance; and as the guards were bearing 
him off, in a voice scarcely audible he said 
to the viceroy, and looking towards Sadak 
—Elmuton, that slave hath saved thy 
life.” 


He could no more, but was borne away 
as one already dead. 

As the wounded Monrod was carried 
past Sebastian, the murderous fiend cast 
a look of Satanic triumph on him, which 
spoke the infernal gratification his bloody 
work afferded him. 


The bleeding Monrod was hardly past 
the portal, ere Nulae, Tabel, and others, 
entered in baste, when the dwarf, puffing, 
blowing, and sputtering, exclaimed—“ Oh; 
praised be the prophet Mahomet; and his 


servant the ca^h Elmuton! the wretch 
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SiQdan we scarce had hound upon the 
wheel, ere he uttered such horrid truths, 
and made such ajppallihg disclosures, that 
to repeat them my tongue would blister, 
and at hearing them thy ears would fes¬ 
ter.” 

Sebastian started in a rage, and fright¬ 
fully exclaimed—‘‘ Hell fester him for his 
sayings! he is a liar—believe him not. 
But go on—go on, ye dogs—SebastiHi 
has a soul that scorns your mockery.” 

He then gave a demoniac laugh, and 
sunk into a sullen taciturnity. 

Elmuton stood for a time overwhelmed 
in thought, and for several minutes the 
crowded room was silent as the tomb; ^d 
as the sight of the caliph rested on the 
floor, the curling stream of gorej^hat had 
flowed from the wounded Monrod trick- 
led towards his feet and caught his atten¬ 
tion ; in an agony of agitation, he cried, 
with a deep sigh—" Poor old honesty! 
I cannot now even give'^^^e the tribute of 
a tear.” 
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He then relapsed again into profound 
thought, which however did not last 
long, for raising his eyes from the blood¬ 
stained floor, and looking around him, his 
vision cau^it the figure of the slave, and 
seemed to arrest his wandering eye. Now 
indeed he looked^ an object of pity, and 
with a tremulous voice accosted the Pagan. 
—“ Good fellow, wdiat art thou ? whence 
cj|j.nest thou ? and what is thy name ?” 

The slave stood erect, and placing his 
hand in the bosom of his dress, with con¬ 
scious firmness answered.—“ I am thy 
davCi great caliph, and iny name Sadak.” 

Elmuton replied with quickness.—“ Be 
thou no longer my slave^ but my good 
Jri§hcl Sadak. I will learn to esteem thee 
for thy services, and be thou ever near my 
person ; anon shalt thou make known all 
thy knowledge of this helMsh conspiracy, 
and all good men shall adore thee.” 

The speaker then took the sword of Se¬ 
bastian from tlie ground, and presenting it 
to the Pagan, continued—“ For the fu- 
ture, wear thou ^lthis sword, and fill the of- 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 53 

H 

lice of him who hath so late disgraced it-— 
thou shalt be my counsellor and defender, 
and henceforward free, for with honour- 
able men shall Sadak now be ranked.” 

The Pagan, at this sudden llevation to 
power and dignity, betrayed somewhat of 
an embarrassment, and as he received the 
sword, looked first on Elmuton, and then 
on the fallen Sebastian, who was now held 
degraded to the lowest pitch, and \^s 
bound as the commonest malefactor; his 
look, nod, or word, that so lately could 
make or mar the weak or powerful, was 
now spurned by the vilest of mortals, and 
maltreated by the veriest slave. 

After Sadak had well surveyed this 
fallen star of human glory, he fixed a 
moment his eyes on the weapon, still em¬ 
purpled with gore, and extending bis 
ai ms to their fiill length, broke the cime- 
ter in twain, and throwing the scpaivited 
parts at the feet of its late owner, said to 
him—“ See, Turk ! such is the fashion of 
the ignorant Pagan; thus we serve that 
which is disgraced by the #eath of a fellow- 
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creature. Ob, thou execrable monster! 
see how easy it is to break thy sword, al¬ 
though thou hast tempered it so strong in 
blood! If I was to wear that polluted 
thing by i|iy side, each passer would point 
at me, and say * he wears a murderer’s 
sword.” 

Sebastian fixed an eye full of ire upon 
the brave Pagan, and gave such a laugh 
as a fiend of hell would give when he had 
decoyed the soul of man into a snare. 

The viceroy then beckoned captain Ta- 
bel, and delivered Sadak into his charge, 
and commanded that he might have his 
shackles of slavery struck off, and be 
equipped, in every particular, as became 
tli^ friend and officer of the great caliph of 
Grand Cairo. 

At this order, little hop-o"-my-thumb 
seemed to forget in a moment all his care 
or thought of the appalling circumstances 
that had so recently transpired, and to 
concentrate his whole mind, body, and es¬ 
tate, in the new acquisition to power and 
consequence. He bowed flippantly to bis 
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great master, and then turning to the 
new made great man, almost prostrated 
himself repeatedly before him, proving he 
w*as wholly /lis, down to the very toe of his 
slipper^ and saying he was his most de¬ 
voted humble slave, and craved tlie se^- 
nior Sadak would deign to consider him 
his most devoted vassal, and vouchsafe 
and condescend to accompany him to the 
caliph’s wardrobe, and there select such 
habiliments as could be found for his pre¬ 
sent use and the emergency required. 

Sadak bowed with respect to Elmuton, 
after the custom of the Pagans, but spake 
not; yet a lingering wish seemed to hang 
upon his tongue and detain his departure. 

Tabel perceived it, and well knew \^at 
the anxious wish was. He well knew, 
too, if the Pagan sliould at this time mal^e 
the least mention of his love and know¬ 
ledge of Zoa, most probably it would irri¬ 
tate the rankled mind of his master, and 
create a storm not easily to be allayed; 
for of late the desires of Elmuton had 
grown into sincere love for the beautiful 
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slave Zoa; and since her interview with 
the partner of her soul, she had behaved 
with less reserve to the caliph, yet, by her 
dignified and positive deportment, had 
checked his rebel propensities, and ever 
found some becoming subterfuge to hold 
his advances aloof Thus she had gained 
an ascendancy and influence over him, 
which, in the end, she doubted not would 
lead to a%opportunity, when with Sadak 
she might seek her native home, and un¬ 
molested live and love ; for the little go^ 
between dwarf had made her in a certain 
degree acquainted with the cause wliy her 
lover had not resumed the stolen and ex¬ 
pected interview, and calmed her pertur¬ 
bation with the hope that Sadak would be 
in the end highly recompensed for what 
he was about to do. Yet the cunning 
eunuch kept the real cause so distant from 
her understanding, it was totally impos¬ 
sible any danger of a discovery could ac¬ 
crue from what information he gave, as to 
the situation her lover stood in. 

Well knowing the ardent wish of Sa- 
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dak was to be again restored to his be¬ 
loved Zoa, and looking to this as his re- 

s 

w^rd for saving the life of the viceroy, Ta- 
bel became extremely agitated lest the 
Pagan should at this moment make his 
demand to have the promises of the two 
officers. Monrod and Tabel, fulfilled; he, 
the latter, therefore quickly commanded a 
body of eunuch guards, which soon encir¬ 
cled the new-made favourite; and thus, in 
a manner, was he forced to be marshalled 
out in a sort of state from the presence of 
the august caliph, and have fortune sad¬ 
dled on him. 

Nulac and several officers now drew 
around their chieti and wished to press 
themselves, by their attentions, upon his 
notice, as the road to preferment now lay 
so open, and vacancies had arisen out of 
the late occurrences. 

Sebastian stood for the present wholly 
disregarded, as to respect, even by the 
common guards that secured him; and 
those who only an hour before courted 

D 3 
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his smiles and basked in the sunshipe of 
his popularity and favour, now turned up 
their lip, and would have spit upon him— 
so much for the vicissitudes of the post of 
honour and the capriciousness of fickle ma¬ 
dam Fortune. 

Elmuton stood as in deep cogitation 
with himself—turned, and appeared as re- 
solved what to do; yet ere he could 
speak, his determination seemed to wa¬ 
ver, and again he sunk into thought. At 
length, after standing a time with his 
hands covering his face, he suddenly turn¬ 
ed toward the miserable prisoner Sebas¬ 
tian, and with a countenance beaming 
with savage resolution, exclaimed— 

Trusty and vigilant guards, as you 
would hold your own lives, so hold your 
accursed prisoner I remove him hence, to 
the brazen and lofty platform which over¬ 
looks the city, and where the barbican 
towers high in the element; there let 

* i 

him, shelterless and bareheaded, remaip, 
where falling dews may moisten his pol¬ 
luted skin by night, and the parching sun 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 59 

by day his flesh consume, until stinking 
and carious his carcase shall Bfecome. Yet 
let*such small nourishment be given him, 
as scarce shall keep his life and soul akin; 
let his every word and action be closely 
watched, that in his agonies of body we 
may obtain what his clogged mind is 
charged witlial; let him be loudly pro¬ 
claimed through the^ity for an arch and 
abominable traitor, that each wretch may 
execrate his name, and each good Mussul¬ 
man* praise the prophet for our deliver¬ 
ance.” 

Sebastian heard this horrible sentence 
without betraying the least emotion of 
fear or repentance; no sigh escaped, no 
muscle trembled; a slight flush spread 
over his face, and as Elmuton prepared to 
quit the saloon, Sebastian, in a voice ter¬ 
rible and Satanic, exclaimed*^—Ha I ha I 
ha! Lead on, good guards, lead on! I 
shall at last have a much higher station 
than e’er my aspiring thoughts could fix 
on^—I at last shall die exalted, by the or¬ 
der of the great Elmuton* and expire 
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1 ookirig down with disdain on such crawl¬ 
ing and worthless worms! Lead on, I say, 
for still 1 can command.” 

This hardened villain’s last moments as 
it were thrilled the assembly with horror, 
and in silence the space became cleared. 

When the faithful and suffering Mon¬ 
rod was carried to his chamber, and his 
wound examined by^those proper, it was 
discovered to be of a dangerous tendency; 
yet with great care and attention so pre¬ 
cious a life might be preserved, and the 
villainous ends of so base a wretch as Se¬ 
bastian defeated—every thing was adminis¬ 
tered that art could suggest, and he was 
left for the night in skilful hands. 

Sadak was conducted to a bath, after 
partaking of which, was ushered by Ta- 
bel, \vho was now uncommonly busy, to 
the magnificent w^ardrobe of the caliph 
Elmuton, and finely bedizened by the 
dwarf, who acted on the occasion as valet^ 
dc chamhre. Indeed, of so pliant a matter 
was his disposition composed, that no of¬ 
fice whatsoever e^me amiss to him #here 
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interest pointed; and certainly a slave 
suddenly raised to power andkionsequencc, 
was never likely to prove so ungrateful as 
to forget tlie one who had paid him so 
much respect, and was the first to bedeck 
him in the insignia of state.—“ No, no,” 
thought the little brasher, “ that sure 
enough can never happen; and I shall 
not only in the cnc^ profit by my pains, 
but must of course rise in power, when it 
shall become known to the great caliph 
p]lmuton that I was a counterpart to 
bring to light the dreadful conspiracy, and 
the chief contriver of the wilv manner in 

r 

which the oflfenders were detected, at the 
very moment which was to complete their 
diabolical aim, and cause their miscarriage 
and overthrow. Ay, ay,” thought the 
cunning dwarf to himself, as he rummaged 
over the piles of velvet, satin, gold, and 
silver, it would be ridiculous to harbour 
such an idea; yes, yes, he should now soon 
arrive at the zenith of power and influence; 
then should many an impertinent rasca- 
lion about the palace be brought to their 
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proper senses, and perhaps to their discom* 
fiture learn how they dared to treat with 
scorn and insult such as had not the good 
luck, when they stood upright, to carry 
their heads so near to heaven by a foot or 
two. Soon should some of the five or six 
feet overgrown, giant-looking, loggerheads 
be forced to bow their numskulls far be¬ 
low the waistband of his illustrious 
breeches, and esteem it an honour if he al¬ 
lowed them to pull his worshipful slippers 
up at heel, or hold the match the while he 
set fire to the contents of his honourable 
tobacco-pipe. Those who had formerly 
derided his neat and compact made form, 
should now be forced to lay prostrate, and 
form a block for him to tread on, that he 
might with less inconvenience vault into 
the saddle on the back of his proud JBuce- 
phalus. He would indeed soon let those 
know, and to their sorrow, what it was to 
treat with indignity those who so well 
knew, by their superior foresight and 
knowledge, how to delve into and bring 
such dark and damnable plots to light as 
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he had of late been instrumental in doing, 
and which had thrown the powerful from 
their mighty seat, and levelled the proud 
with the dust.” 

Thus thought the Brotheus of Grand 
Cairo, as he ransacked the royal wardrobe, 
to find a dress suitable to ornament the 
fine form of him who was so late the ab¬ 
ject slave, and looked on as a being only 
fit to perform the most degrading drud¬ 
gery. Times, however, were changed; 
the common epithets of “ infidel beast,” 
and “ Pagan dog,” were now transformed 
into the courteous phrases, “ good seig¬ 
nior Sadak,” and “ most worthy and ho¬ 
nourable captain,” which titles were but 
lost on the newly-elevated man, and by 
him totally disregarded. 

Without paying much attention to the 
ceremony, he suffered his liqabs, which 
were so lately nearly naked and exposed 
to every inconvenience and privation, to 
be covered with a splendid suit of crim¬ 
son velvet, richly ornamented with gold; 
while costly shawl, of the finest cash- 
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mere, was folded into a turban to grace 
Ills open and manly brow. 

Being so far complete, to the satisfaction 
of his chattering, flattering dresser, who 
strutted round and round his object of adu¬ 
lation, and interlarded each high-flown 
compliment with ridiculous sayings dis¬ 
graceful to the ear of common sense, as 
he buckled his sparkling-mounted sword 
to his side, he exclaimed, in a transport— 
“ There, seignior Sadak ! now thou look- 
est the most noble figure, and hast the 
bravest deportment of any one in the grand 
caliph’s court; indeed all others, even EL 
muton himself, looks but a pigmy to thee, 
or shine as the dimmest star by the side of 
the most brilliant meteor.” 

Sadak however did not, as was expect¬ 
ed he would have done, return in a suit¬ 
able manner his thanks for the attentions 
add praise of Tabel, but turned away 
from the (Jwarf lord of folly and finery, 
with evident marks of contempt and dis¬ 
gust. At which the manufacturer of fa¬ 
shion and fine^, speeches found himself a 
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little nettled, and liis consequence in a 
great measure cut. But to directly notice 
any ^behaviour of the new great man, be it 
what it might, was not policy in him ; he 
therefore contented himself by thinking, 
and inwardly saying—Ay, ay, thus it 
ever is with such as have not been brought 
up at court, and in civil society; praise be 
to Mahomet, 1 am not such a one r 

In the midst of all these gewgaws of 
finery, and envclo])ed as the Pagan was in 
such a mist of fine talk, his mind remain¬ 
ed fixed on his beloved Zoa; and freely 
would he have given up las honours and 
high favours that wore lavished on him, 
to have been ten minutes in the company 
of her he loved. And when his trouble¬ 
some companion spoke about conducting 
him back to the presence of his imperial 
master, the Pagan in a prompt manner 
reminded him of his and Jlonrod’s p|p- 
mise to be restored to Zoa, and to perfect 
liberty. ^ 

This of all others was a theme the most 
objectionable to the renowned captain Ta- 
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bel. Yet how dared he refuse the request 
of his superior? The.little queer thing 
of a man hemmed, coughed, aM began to 
put his huge tobacco-pipe into exercise, 
and play a thousand vagaries of an eva¬ 
sive nature. All would not do—for when 
he looked on ttel countenance of Sadak, it 
was so far different to the pliable features 
of aj^ourtier, and bore so positive a con¬ 
tour, he was at his wit’s end to know how 
to trump up a subterfuge. 

The Pagan perceived he was at a stand, 
and more promptly put the question a se¬ 
cond time, as to when the caliph was to 
be made acquainted with his demand, on 
the promises of his officers, and the situa¬ 
tion he stood in with the favourite female 
of the viceroy ? 

The dwarf sniffled amain, and created a 
thick column of smoke from his pipe, 
^hich he passed both from nostrils and 
mouth, so that he stood enveloped like an 
enchantef of the Arabian Night Tales^ 
and like one of these beings, he would 
fain have made his exit, riding on the 
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cloud; but, as it was, there he remained 
on terra Jifma, or something very like it, 
being a npn^ble floor on which they stood. 
Such being the case, he must make the 
best out he could, in his present predica¬ 
ment, and with a hem, that not only shook 
his body but the room ^ey were in, he 
commenced—“ Why, seignior and most 
noble Sadak, the great and essential ser¬ 
vice you have rendered to Elmuton and 
the state demands the most marked atten¬ 
tion and brilliant recompence; and I great¬ 
ly fear, all which I, your most devoted 
vassal, could at present say or do, would 
avail you little, touching the restoration of 
the beautiful, accomplished, and matchless 
angel, the incomparable Zoa. The fatal 
consequence of my coadjutor, the seignior 
Monrod, being mortally w'ounded, or per¬ 
haps dead, places it entirely put of my 
power immediately serving you in this 
particular. The distress of mind too un¬ 
der which the great and powerful caliph 
Elmuton labours, renders it totally im¬ 
possible the subject can be broached in his 
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presence for the moment; therefore let me, 
your humble slave, advise thit the affair 
be left at rest until a more fit i^ortunity, 
and you should further have gained the 
love and confidence of the illustrious vice¬ 
roy. And, seignior Sadak, in the mean 
time will I so ilRier it, although it will be 
at the hazard of my life, that you may 
son^times meet the idol of your love and 
affections, and be personally assured of her 
safety and happiness; and moreover,-to 
prove mine honour and integrity in your 
sublime welfare, will I this night, when 
the castle shall become quiet and reposed, 
conduct you to her.” 

Sadak found perforce he must submit to 
this arrangement, or at once mar his every 
future prospect of happiness. He then 
suffered himself to be conducted to his 
imperial master, whom he found surround¬ 
ed by a few confidential, or rather interest¬ 
ed officers. 

The interview was affecting in a certain 
degree; and the sorrowful Elrauton in 
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sincerity embraced the saviour of his life, 
as he was pfcased to style Sadak. 

The Pa^rn was then commanded to give 
a narrative of the whole proceeding, how 
lie made so important a discovery of the 
hellish conspiracy, which ws delivered by 
Sadak ii?a plain and unarmed manner. 
Nor was the least surprise manifested, 
how he first became secreted under^he 
harem wall, where he overheard the in¬ 
fernal plotting of the traitor Sebastian and 
his creature Saldan. He' again received 
the thanks and acknowledgments of the 
caliph and his brother-officers, after which 
the conference broke up, and Tabel was 
charged to look well to the comforts of the 
noble Sadak. 
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CHAPTER III. 


O’ercorae \vith dread, I fell upon the. ground, 

And as ray head o’erhung the precipice, 

Ifty eyes unwittingly beheld him fall; 

The very birds scream’d as he cut the air, 

And sought, on hasty wings, some place to hide. 

» Originaf, 


Sadak was conducted to a splendid apart¬ 
ment at the opposite side of the castle, 
and to which he was a total stranger; 
this he was told he was to consider as his 
future chamber. He had no sooner en¬ 
tered than Tabel retired, with the eunuchs 
who had attended him, without any fur¬ 
ther observation than the most profound 
respect and submission. 

All this ceremony served but to mock 
the anxiety of his bosom; the burning 
perfume delighted not his senses—^the soft 
inviting veh/et couch beckoned him in 
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vain to repose. He was left alone; the 
balcony of'liis chamber was sought; the 
air was relishing, but it revived not bis 
spirits. The night was dark—the pro¬ 
spect obscured—his mind was heavy—^his 
prospect uncertain. The dwarf had pro¬ 
mised tS lead him that night to his be¬ 
loved^ but he had retired without further 
noticing the circumstance: he was a Tlirk, 
and from the general specimen he had had 
of that race^ he met with but one sorry 
instance of their gratitude or probity, and 
that from a man whose life he had saved; 
such might be found in the most barba¬ 
rous savage. 

The great gong from the mosque an¬ 
nounced the fleeting hours; the beating 
heart of Sadak repeated each stroke, and 
seemed to cling to the vibration. He 
stood in anxious expectation of the vola¬ 
tile dwarf; time glided bn—he came not. 
The midnight hour had struck; the Pa¬ 
gan sighed as his eyes were fixed on the 
stars in deep and painful reverie; he wm 
gently struck on the arm by romethlfig 
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behind him; he suddenly turned, and laid 

his hand on his sword, when the well- 
0 

known voice of Tabcl struck his ear, soft¬ 
ly saying—flush, seignior, hush! it is 
I, your faithful slave/’ 

Had he not spoken, he might have 
passed for a dog, or a baboon, or ally thing 
else but human, for he was completely 
enveloped in a dark grey cloak, having 
anotlier of the selfsame sort and colour 
concealed beneath that he wore, and which 
made his bulk much thicker tlian he was 
high. The little man soon appeared in 
'propria 'persona, and requested Sadak to 
cover his j)erson with tlie cloak he had 
provided, and which colour being in uni¬ 
son vvitli the night, they run but little ha¬ 
zard (by care-taking) of being discovered.— 
Oh, great Mahomet!” he exclaimed, ‘‘ if 
such was to be our misfortune, you, seignior 
Sadak, would be merely strangled at once 
with the bowstring, while I might hang 
dangling in the air for a week or two after 
I was dead, food for birds and all sorts of 
vermin, and pay poor carcase the sport for 
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slaves. By the prophet’s beard, my blood 
curdles into a jelly at tha thought! and 
what men can see or fina in women, to 
make them run such risks to obtain them, 
or even to gain a sight—or the unmean¬ 
ing gratification of a kiss—or the idle cus¬ 
tom 8f an embrace, is to me wonderful: 
all the pleasure I can find in them is, to 
hear their silvery prattle, or to admire 
them as I would a beautiful bird. Now, 
seignior,” he continued, “ let us descend. 
I will lead you among the thick foliage in 
the garden,'^i|ji conduct you where t© find 
Zoa, whom I have prepared for tlie inter* 
view and made acquainted with your 
good fortune. But if I get clear of this 
one venture in mercy never ask me more 
to participate in the hazard. This key 
which you see I Mve will open a small 
door at the bottom of this staircase, and 
if you choose to force it from me and 
keep it in your own custody, certainly I 
have not the power to stand against your 
force; and out of respect to you, as my 
VOL. HI, E 
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superior, should never think of making 
the outrage ki^wn to any one, but leave 
the crime to oe settled with your oyrn 
conscience; so now pray,observe the path 
well, for never more must I join in the 
hazard of your night adventures.” 

The raptures of Sadak were so great 
he made no reply, but fervently pressed 
the hand of the willing pimp. After they 
had made the door secure by which they 
' passed into the garden of the harem, seig¬ 
nior Tabel dropped, as by accident, the 
key, and solicited Sadak toj^over it, as 
stooping was at that moment a matter of 
considerable inconvenience. This was per¬ 
fectly understood by Sadak, who made the 
precious instrument secure in his own care, 
without offering it to ^ bel. 

The spot where the neautiful Zoa was 
concealed was soon found, and presently the 
lovers were in each other’s arnflfev So far 
safe, the dwarf took his leave, after giving 
them a strict admonition to beware how 
they continued too long in each other’s 
company; he^ then departed another way 
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to his own chamber, and left the happy 
pair, who remained, blessed with fond en¬ 
dearment, until the lat^t moment that 
prudence dictated, when they returned to 
their separate apartments, blessing the aus¬ 
picious sun, who now began to illumine 
the skies and warn them of their danger. 

No sooner had Hyperion become visible 
in the heavens than the city of Grand Cairo 
was put into a sudden commotion, by the 
loud blast of seven silver clarions, that 
seemed to rend the surrounding space and 
expire only in expanse. These sounds pro¬ 
ceeded from the grand entrance of the great 
and holy mosque, and were accompanied 
by the extra loud clanging of the stupen¬ 
dous gong, which summoned the religious 
Mussulmen to their customary orisons, as 
the boisterous throats of the trumpets serv¬ 
ed as a beacon to the curious; for only on 
very particular and momentous occasions 
was the latter ceremony used. The spa¬ 
cious and beautiful temple of Mahometan 
worship was soon filled to excesf, and the 

£ 2 
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numerous broad marble steps leading 
thereto, with every space belonging, be¬ 
came closely packed with an immense 
living mass, of all ranks of people, in 
eager expectation of what was to be an¬ 
nounced. 

The chief mufti soon appeared in his 
proper place in the interior of the sanctu¬ 
ary, and loudly, in the name of the most 
high caliph Elmuton and all good Mus- 
sulmen, denounced Sebastian as a horrible 
and execrable traitor; excommunicating 
him from all benefit of the holy Koran, 
and the total detestation of the believers in 
Mahomet, and denounced him as a wretch 
unfit for the interference of the blessed 
prophet. 

This being done, first in the sanctum 
sanctorum, was repeated by the principal 
herald from the grand entrance, then at 
different parts of the city; thankgivings 
and prayers were offered for the deliver¬ 
ance and safe keeping of the great caliph 
Elmuton. 

Contrary emotions now pervaded the 
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city—artisans and civil society rejoiced in 
the overthrow of him who caused so much 
war and exaction; while a visible gloom 
overspread the soldiery for the loss of their 
idol, and the commander who had led them 
to victory and feasted them on the spoils 
of those they conquered. W’^hen it was 
known what his sentence was, groups 
formed in the streets and open parts of 
the city to recount the vice and infamy 
of the culprit, and each worthless being 
now heaped insults on his name, that 
when he was in power durst hardly look 
towards the same quarter of the earth that 
he did. 

All eyes were lifted pp in the direction 
of the brazen platform^ w’’here the mur¬ 
derous fiend was condemned to suffer so 
dreadful and lingering a death; few were 
the sighs on which the name of Sebastian 
floated, and scarcely the tribute of an ho¬ 
nest tear was paid for him, who had lived 
feared by all, and love was never in sin¬ 
cerity linked with his name, save by his 
credulous master; his preferment was en- 
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vied by his inferiors, and his ambition 
dreaded by his superiors. 

The day grew fierce and uncommonly 
hot—unbearable almost in the streets— 
what then must it be to him, exposed on 
this fearful height! We have already said 
the castle of Grand Cairo is fixed on an 
eminence which overlooks the city, and is 
conspicuous from every part; the tower 
where the condemned was doomed to the 
** torture of the elements,” or brazen 
platform,” as it was commonly called (the 
floor and the railing with which it was 
surrounded being made of brass), was si¬ 
tuated at the eastern angle of the castle, 
and about one hundred feet above the 
other parts of the building; a small co¬ 
vered watchtower, or barbican, was at¬ 
tached to the platform, and which com¬ 
manded a view of the country and riyer 
Nile for a vast extent, and from which 
was descried the approach of commerce or 
hostility, and prepared the city of Cairo 
for either the one or the other. 

On such a frightful elevation was the 
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once great, proud, and imperious Sebas¬ 
tian, doomed to endure the privations of 
want, and suffer, shelterless and bare¬ 
headed, the scorching beams of nearly a 
tropical sun—and by night the falling dew 
and rising mist, although refreshing to a 
vigorous body, damped and chilled his 
parched skin, which drove his senses al¬ 
most to madness. The scanty nourish¬ 
ment with which nature was tantalized, 
for it deserves not the name of support, 
was given him in such small quantities, 
that his spare draught of water only mock¬ 
ed his thirst, and the hard crust his dried 
swallow refused to receive. Now and 
then, as the gaping crowds caught a 
glimpse of bis person, as he paced in ago¬ 
ny the burning floor, his ears were assailed 
by the almost imperceptible shouts of ex¬ 
ecration, bursting from the crowds below, 
yet to the sufferer were they too plainly 
heard, and what his hearing copld not dis- 
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tinctly catch, his conscious and guilty 
heart too well understood. 

The day passed heavily and cheerless in 
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the palace. Klmuton was really unwell, 
in consequence of the perturbation of his 
mind; he looked distrustful on every one 
that approached him, save Sadak and the 
mighty Tabel, and them he would not 
allow to leave his sight for a moment; he 
spent several hours in the chamber of his 
friend INIonrod, and in sincerity ^bewailed 
his unhappy catastrophe. The veteran 
bore his suflPerings with fortitude, but little 
hope of his recovery could now be enter¬ 
tained, so alarming had the state of his 
wound become. 

No public business whatever was trans¬ 
acted by the viceroy this day, nor did he 
depute any one to act for him; thus the 
court that was usually holden in the even¬ 
ing, to examine such offenders as had 
been apprehended in the course of the 
day and night previous, was not opened, 
consequently our old friend Kilrest, and 
the pitiable Orinda, remained in dreadful 
agitation in the common cage, and uncer¬ 
tain as to when they might be liberated, 
or condemned to further sufferings. The 
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tidings of the overthrow of Sebastian’s 
conspiracy, and concomitant consequences, 
wgis communicated to the prisoners, and 
hailed by most as favourable in the result 
for the peace of Cairo. 

Oririda received it with a religious plea¬ 
sure, as a just retribution—Kilrcst made 
his keepers tremble by his mystical con¬ 
duct, and reminded those that first appre- 
hended him and his gifted boy, with the 
calamities he foretold would befall Cairo, 
or perhaps Egypt, and he could not say 
but even the world would be overturned, 
if still they were detained, or in any way 
further molested. Fain would those who 
held them in “ durance vile” have suffered 
them to depart, and avoid the threatened 
storm of the mighty necromancer, magi¬ 
cian, astrologer, devil, or what else he 
might be; but then their heads would for 
certain answer for the offence, as the cir¬ 
cumstance had become generally spread 
about the city, of the wonderful and strange 
magician, with the mysterious box, and 
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gifted Christian boy, being detained in 
the common cage; and their examination 
at the caliph’s court was looked forward 
to as likely to produce something of an 
extraordinary nature, either in word or 
deed. Thus placed, they were doomed to 
support the most excruciating tortures of 
mind, and which, in the distressed female, 
can be better conceived than described. 

The day was fast drawing to a close, 
when the news was brought to Elmuton, 
that the miserable creature and accomplice 
of Sebastian, the deluded Saldan, had ex¬ 
pired ; but before he had departed from 
this life, he had, in the presence of the 
priests and several officers, fully deve¬ 
loped the whole secret of the accursed 
plot; and discovered himself to be the ac¬ 
cused sentinel, who did duty at the tent 
of Sebastian on the night of the murder 
of prince Hamman; and after making a 
sacred oath on the holy Koran, dadared 
himself wholly innocent of the death of 
the prince, but being accused by Sebas¬ 
tian, he had fled in despair from the camp. 
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and in so doing stamped the confirmation 
of his guilt on most men's minds; he fur¬ 
ther declared, that no person whatever 
had entered the tent on the fatal night, 
after the young prince and Sebastian had 
retired to their couches, and sealed his be¬ 
lief with his dying breath that Sebastian 
alone was the assassin. 

This account further discomposed the 
late credulous caliph, and he retired dread¬ 
fully agitated to his chamber; extra guards 
were placed at the posts—a sullen distrust 
pervaded the castle—and at a much ear¬ 
lier hour than usual the gates were closed, 
and the palace and citadel became hushed, 
save the hollow and monotonous sounds 
of the watch, as he chased sil^ince from 
the dreary night. 

Towards the evening of the following 
day many strangers were observed in the 
city and suburbs; the conduct of the Ma* 
melukes was perplexing to those adverse 
to them, and their manner mysterious. 
Many of the caliph’s friends apprehended 
the breaking out of another rebellion, and 
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that cabal was brooding mischief, and 
which was ready to burst, to the disquiet 
of the peaceable inhabitants. Boats were 
continually dropping down the river from 
Thebes; each Mameluke in Cairo seemed 
to have a visiting friend, or, for their pre¬ 
sence, business was pretended, which was 
evidently only a subterfuge for their pre¬ 
sent safety: the Christians were collecting 
together, and formed themselves into a 
sort of camp, some distance from the city, 
as anticipating and wishing to avoid its 
internal commotions. 

The officers about Elmuton ventured 
to make him in part acquainted with these 
appearances; but in such a predicament 
was the ij^ceroy enthralled, he knew not 
who to select as his confidential general, 
and in whose hands he could place so im¬ 
portant a trust. In one hour some parti¬ 
cular officer would be placed in this high 
station, and in the next be superseded. 
Sadak waa as yet a Pagan, and stranger 
to the customs of the Mahometaiis; be¬ 
sides, as Elmuton believed himself to be 
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beset on every side by treachery, he would 
not suffer him to leave him; else he was 
brave, and would no doubt be diligent in 
so great a charge, but on no account, for 
the present, could the caliph part with 
him. 

Now were the honest services of the 
once-rejected Monrod distressingly wished 
for and sighed after. Nulac was the only 
officer likely, and at the suggestion of the 
wounded and suffering veteran, who was 
still alive to the benefit of his master, 
were the keys of the castle and the charge 
of the city placed in his hands. This 
arrangement seemed td give a gene j’al sa¬ 
tisfaction to the old soldiery, but the late 
new recruits, and those who had 4>eai tu- 
tored in the school of Sebastian, liked it 
not, and with difficulty restrained their 
opinions from giving open offence. Their 
idol too still lived—a score of resolute men 
might rescue him from an infamous death; 
and if he was once more among the sol¬ 
diery, soon would Elm u ton be forced to 
pardon and reinstate him in nis high sta- 
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tion, to their glory and advancement; 
whispering and jealousy were perceivable 
to reign with them, and the old veterans 
began to fear the consequences likely to 
accrue from such a misunderstanding. 

A circumstance however soon occurred 
which prevented whatever designs the 
followers of the late great man might have 
wished to put in execution: the intense 
heat of the day began to pass off^ and El- 
muton was persuaded to arouse himself, 
and have his troops mustered in the great 
square of the castle, and review them 
there. This was done; but a heavy gloom 
was visible, and ^Overspread the common 
soldiery, as well as a few officers whose 
forties made them desperate: the brazen 
platmrm was full in view, where their 
fallen star, of late so bright in magnitude, 
was sinking into obscurity; and in despite 
of the solemn presence of the great caliph 
Elmaton, many an eye wandered to the 
lofty pinnacle and lingered . tibere; nor 
could the vision of the vicer^ be kept 
entirely on a level: the parade wes hiur^ 
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riedover; raany new appointments took 
place; but it was evident those who had 
been the most intimate with the late ge- 
ne^-al^ and were of his promotion, retain¬ 
ed only their former situations, nor could 
the eye of jealousy be entirely closed on 
them; much discontent was manifested, 
yet in such a manner that for the present 
it was thought prudent to overlook, or 
not notice it in any open way. 

Elm u ton left the military space accom¬ 
panied by a few veteran officers and Sa- 
dak* who was stationed close to his side, 
and received from his master much mark¬ 
ed attention, and which fanned in others 
the lurking flame of jealousy. In this 
manner the caliph proceeded to thj^ hall 
where the evening court was usually hol- 
den, and soon a triflnpet announced the 
ruler of the city was sitting, and demanded 
those in office to produce the prisoners in 
their charge, to receive sentence due to 
their seveif^^l offences. 

This i^tnmons brought Orinda and 
Kilrest from the common cage of Grand 
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Cairo to the confines of its stupendous 
castle.—And now, read,^, the while this 
mighty caliph is settling some minor 
affairs, which neither you nor I have any 
business with, and which concerns not 
this narrative—or is sentencing a score or 
two of night brawlers to be nicely tickled 
with the bastinado—or to have the thumbs 
of naughty boys squeezed in the hand- 
screw—or entertains himself with witness¬ 
ing the pleasing sight of a dozen or two 
of his subjects’ ears being cut off, for not 
listening to his advice—or politely taking 
the noses out of a few of his people’s faces, 
because they have been so rude as to turn 
them up in defiance of his commands—or 
crush the toes of others, because they have 
kicked at what was his orders—and con¬ 
demn some to be Jklley slaves, because 
they would not work at home—the while 
he is doing these things, I say, which con¬ 
cern not us, and before the examination 
of Orinda and our old friend Ipll^t comes 
on, we will now, in the cool ot the even- 
ing, just take a peep at seignior Sebastian, 
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and more minutely examine this same 
brazen platform. 

The two sentinels had just been relieved 
from the platform, was the custom to 
do during the day every two hours, that 
being as long a space as was supposed a 
man could conveniently bear the intense 
heat on this fearful height, and which 
was rendered more fierce by the attractive 
metal with which the tower was partly 
composed—yet the wretched Sebastian, 
poor unfortunate mortal in infamy! had 
endured it two entire days, and mocked 
by the coolness of nearly two nights. The 
small tower, the station of the two guards, 
we have already said was situated at an 
angle of the platform, and covered at the 
top, which was merely a housing for an 
immense gong, that Was suspended there, 
but open on all sides; this for the guards 
was certainly a shelter; but the space 
where Sebastian was confined had no screen 
whatever, staircase leading from the 
flat to the wwer or barbican, was secured 
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by a door fastened inside: the guards were 
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strictly prohibited from giving shelter or 
nourishment to the culprit more than was 
commanded. 

_ *' 

The rays of the sun were somewhat de¬ 
clining, and Sol sinking into the western 
bed, smiling on the faint earth, seeming 
to rejoice at his omnipotence and exult 
in his power. On the space allotted to 
the prisoner was placed two thin straw 
mattresses, giving a tantalizing courtship 
to rest, yet embodying extra heat from 
the impregnated floor, and when sought 
for relief, only aggravated the oppressed, 
and as soon quitted &r their mockery; as 
a further tantalization to the lingering 
culprit, a vessel was placed in his sight, 
where a scanty supply of water and bread 
were served at distant intervals, yet in so 
sparing a quantity, that the moiety re¬ 
velled on his necessity and only teased his 
cravings. 

Although the poor wretch had borne his 
sufferings but about forty houi’s, so altered 
were his features, as to be scarcely recognis¬ 
able. His grey penetrating eye, that so late 
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darted the fire of command around» was 
now STvollen and inexpressive—^liis once 
erect and bold carriage was now bent and 
depressed with languor—the intense heat 
had festered his bare head and face—his 
lips were cracked and puffed up to an un¬ 
common size—his parched tongue had be¬ 
come almost too large for his fevered mouth 
to contain, and in vain was it rolled to 
create saliva to moisten his choking swal¬ 
low and renovate Ifis decaying palate. 

Yet the sufferer murmured not so that 
his guards could catch his expression, but 
with himself, his communion was dread¬ 
ful; and as his wavering sight wandered 
over the city and vast expanse where his 
ambition so lately told him, holding a vain 
delusive mirror to his view, shewing how 
soon might all that wondrous boundary 
hail him its lord and ruler, and his pre¬ 
sumptuous ears be fed with the sweet 
sounds—Praise to the most high, the 
great caliph Sebastian, imperial viceroy of 
Grand Cairo!” alas! the flattering vision 
had vanished, and how different the scene! 
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The wretched Sebastian was now linger¬ 
ing, in want of a draught of water to 
quench the burning fever of his tortured 
body; often would he cover his bare head 
with his parched hands, and inwardly ex¬ 
claim—** Oh ! these hot and powerful rays 
will surely sever this distracted member, 
set my brain on fire, unbend my firm re¬ 
solution, and make my babbling tongue a 
telltale of my sufferir^, for the sport of 
mine enemies!—No, no, thou weak and 
wicked fool, Elmuton! thou proud caliph! 
I will cheat thy scheme; for although I 
here may lay, and slowly broil to death, 
thou shalt not be satisfied, qor wring that 
secret from my breast.” 

Then would he again pace the burning 
floor, and gaze on the moving world be¬ 
low—then cling to the high railings, 
which surrounded his lofty prison-place, 
and to himself murmer—Oh, wfere these 
stubborn obstacles passable, I would take 
a leap, and thus, at one spring, cure my 
: body of all disease.” 

Again would he seem to survey and 



OIUENTAL WANDEKINGS. 93 

ponder over the frightful space between 
him and the earth, continuing—Oh, 
what a fearful distance is this from the 
common abode of man and beast! oh, so 
great, mine ears can scarcely catch the din, 
v/hich passing active crowds in the public 
streets beget; and the mortal objects 
which are moving below, seem like a 
world of ants, busy in labour. Often liave 
I heard how curious and cunning could 
man become to rid mtiiself of a burthen- 
some life, and many strange means devise 
to destroy his mortal part; yet to me 
contrivance is of non avail; the caution of 
mine enemies robs me of practicable in- 
vcntion, and would put even the arch de¬ 
vil to his wit’s end. And shall T be forced 
to hold my life, and become the laughing¬ 
stock of men, the derision of fools, and 
sport of slaves ? support existence, un¬ 
til my faculties become so w^eak, that per¬ 
chance I may murmur! perhaps she^^, tears 
in mine agonies! or let that secret, which 
men so want to know, escape in my de¬ 
spair ! Oh, that thought maddens me, and 
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^ves a greater heat to my body than the 
powerful rays of a meridian sun! I have 
read of men who have with passion kill¬ 
ed themselves—oh that I could rage so, 
to bring my sudden death!” 

Here he became so overwhelmed with 
suffering and emotion, that he rent his 
dress, and as he wrested the band from 
his waist, a phial dropped on tlie floor. He 
eagerly recovered it, ^d turning his back 
upon his keepers, viePfed it in transports. 
—What is here?” he inwardly said—“ a 
phial!” and with a horrid pleasure, which 
lit up his countenance, continued—** Oh 
that I should so long let thia escape my 
remembrance! This is the poison 1 in¬ 
tended should send old Monrod to sleep. 
For this preservation, ye murderous fiends, 
I thank ye from my soul! This potion 
shall soon send me to discover that great 
secret, which ever was, and ever will re¬ 
main ^o this world’s creatores a mystery; 
and all the cunning fools can say of it, is 
but conjecture, and serves their purposes 
for fraud.” 
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He hastily broke the dried skin which 
secured the contents, and with savage fe¬ 
rocity exclaimed aloud, as he prepared to 
swallow the fatal draught—“ Now, Elmu- 
ton! and thou despised world! I pledge 
ye deep in hate, and quaff the drink that 
shall waft me to heaven or to hell!” 

He emptied the vessel in his swallow, 
and continued—“It is gone! now then, 
friends and foes, w a settleI” 

It may perhapWbe necessary to jog our 
reader's recollection on one point, which is 
this:—When Sebastian gave the vessel 
which contained the draught to Saldan, to 
be administered by him to Elmuton, and 
was intended to steal his r^on only, and 
the other he himself proposed to give to 
the veteran Monrod, which was at once to 
destroy, what fatal mistake he made in the 
two bottles will presently appear. 

Wh^ the desperate man had drank the 
poison, he t\mw the empty vessel on the 
sounding floor/which aroused the atten¬ 
tion of his guards. One apprized the 
other he had seen their prisoner swallow 
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a something, and had thrown a substance 
from him. 

His comrade answered, he saw and 
lieard the same. 

They then agreed to descend, and ascer¬ 
tain the cause. This was on the instant 
done; and as the two approached Sebas¬ 
tian, they left the door insecure and open, 
which separated the tower from the flat. 

The sentry, in the Showing words, ad¬ 
dressed his late commIKfer.—‘‘ Sebastian, 
what was that you drank ? and what is 
this you have cast upon the floor ?” at 
the same time recovering the discarded 
vessel. 

Sebastian relied, in a sullen manner— 
‘‘ Ask no questions—I shall answer none; 
and soon will thy further care of me be 
useless. For the man that makes his 
mind upon his fate, can soon find a way to 
destroy himself^ and cheat the world, al¬ 
though^ his guards guard^im ever so 
wisely.” 

The sentinel applied the empty phial to 
his nostrils, and answered—This vessel 
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stinks so, that if I sniff at it again, my 
organs will foster for it. Oil, holy pro- 
pl^et!” he continued, gazing on the phial, 
‘‘ see these strange hieroglyphics! yet 1 
can read them well. My father was an 
artful gipsy, and deeply skilled in the use 
of roots and herbs; 1 have seen him mix 
such as this contained,—If you, Sebastian, 
have swallowed the contents which this 
thing held, yo^will soon be as mad as a 
dog in dog-dayP; in a short time you will 
lose your reason; and no mortal aid be of 
service of you/’ 

The prisoner answered in a rage — 
“ Liar ! I have drank that which will send 
me to sleep before I havi^" stiid my prayers, 
or you could pray for me.” 

The alarmed guard told him he but de¬ 
ceived himself, and would not yet die, 
but turn mad. 

Sebastian gazed horribly on the speak¬ 
er, and said—“ Art thou sure of that, fel¬ 
low ? then have I made a fatal mistake 
indeed! now will mine enemies gain their 
accursed ends, and I miss my aim !'’ 

VOL. III. F 
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Of SO powerful and potent a tendency 
was the mixture, its effects soon became 
visible in the prisoner. The terrified guard 
requested his comrade to make the wretch¬ 
ed Sebastian secure, the while he struck 
the gong, and alarmed the guard below. 

It was in vain; for the first symptom 
the appalling draught created was a vio¬ 
lent struggling in him that had taken it, 
and which demanded the united strength 
and efforts of the two sentinels to prevent 
his beating himself to pieces against tlie 
floor and railings. Presently he became 
more calm, and the affrighted guards’ 
first care was, to w^atch his every w^ord and 
action; they left him for that purpose, 
and retired to the further side of the plat¬ 
form. 

We have already said the soldier was 
perfectly acquainted how the potion would 
cause him to act; and soon Sebastian’s 
manner thus shewed itself: in a kind of 
cautious whisper he said—“ Hush, hush ! 
not yet, not yet! he is not fast enough 
asleep.” 
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His action, as he spoke, was such as to 
draw this remark from his guard—“ See, 
comrade, sec! he appears as though he 
griped a dagger, and was searching in the 
dark for some one.” 

Sebastian now slowly approached one of 
the mats on the floor, and passed his hand 
cautiously over it, as wishing to ascer¬ 
tain whether or not any one w^as sleeping 
there. 

The sentries were intent on his motion, 
and requested each other to be silent, as 
the culprit was about to react some deed 
he had performed in his former lifetime. 

The hand of Sebastian suddenly rested 
on the Uiut, and with a sort of hellish sa¬ 
tisfaction in his countenance, he again 
whispered as to himself—“ Hush, husli I 
here he rests, and how tranquilly he sleeps! 
and in his sleep too muttering his prayers 
—so, so, he is then just ripe for heaven.” 

He paused a moment; then raising his 
arm, let it descend with such force, as 
though he had given a severe blow on 

F 2 
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some one there sleeping ; and at the same 
time, in rather a louder tone, which proved 
his gratification at what was done, exclaim¬ 
ed—Now, froud prince Haniman, a 
good and speedy journey to thee !” 

He remained for a short space leaning 
over the pallet, as intently listening, when 
he drew himself erect; a cruel sort of smile 
overspread his features, and he continued 
to say—“ That was well done! he gave 
but one little sigh as he took eternity 
leap.” 

The wretch now retired from the couch, 
and remained for a time in silence and 
motionless, save the workings of his eyes 
and muscles. 

The guards were fully convinced, by 
what they recently witnessed, ihat Sebas¬ 
tian was the real murderer of tiie unfortu¬ 
nate victim of that villain’s jealousy, the 
good prince Hamman; and thus, as in a 
dream, had he reacted the bloody scene. 

Anon the dread Sebastian started amain, 
and loudly vociferated—“ Who calls Se¬ 
bastian? What was] that thou saidst? 
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The great caliph Elmuton dead! Who 
dare harbour the thought that Sebastian 
murdered the prince Hamman ? And 
tli^ caliph dead too! these are strange 
things !—Soldiers, you cannot think I kill¬ 
ed him—I have ever loved him, you 
know, as son should sire.” 

Again he paused for several moments; 
and then in fearful rage continued—“ Cut 
those Christians’ throats! strangle all the 
devilish Mamelukes you meet! Ha, ha, 
ha I I see the throne! the throne! the 
throne!” 

He then rushed through the doorway, ^ 
and in an instant appeared on the tower- 
as in the action of fighting and fierce com¬ 
bat. This was so suddenly done, the two 
guards stood petrified and fixed to the spot. 
They heard Sebastian exclaim, in terri¬ 
ble voice—" Hold there! tfie throne is 
mine by right! the soldiers’ voice called 
me to it I And tell the imperious sultan, 
if he dare question me^ to look well to his 
own affairs.” 

He now gave a Satanic sort of laugh. 
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and resumed his speech.—Shout loud! 
louder still! give the rebels one more 
smart bout, and all is done! Hurra! hur¬ 
ra for Constantinople ! hurra t” 

At this crisis he precipitated himself 
headlong from the tower, and so momen¬ 
tary was the action, the affrighted guards 
could scarcely in time recover their sta¬ 
tion, and beliold his body cut the air as it 
fell; and ere it had met the earth, the life 
had fled, or the dread crash totally extin¬ 
guished the vital spark. 

The spectacle was appalling to look 
upon; and such the dreadful end of a 
dreadful life.-^-And now, good reader, this 
is the end of a dreadful chapter. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


And pray, sir, what right have you to confiue her ? Her 
birthiiglit is hhcrty—a bott<M* paiiimouial entate than 
any of your despotic countries could give Ikt. 

The Devil upon Two Sticks. 


If your memory is as good as mine, rea¬ 
der, and which I have no reason on earth 
to doubt, you must know, when we last 
left Elmuton, the most high and sublime 
caliph of Grand Cairo, in Egypt, situated 
in that quarter of the globe call^ Asia, 
his most high honour, worship, and glory, 
was seated in petty court, to give sentence 
on such as he, in his wonderful judgment, 
thought fit, proper, and deserving of pu¬ 
nishment, for their offences ; or if they had 
no offence in them, their being brought 
before him was quite enough; and the 
poor devils felt themselves extremely 
obliged to him, and prostrated themselves 
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to the very ground in thankfulness, if he 
only let them depart, after leaving an ear 
or a ?iose, or a few fingers, or a toe or two, 
or a pound or so of skin and flesh from 
their backs. The prophet bless, or curse, 
or just what he pleases, say I, for such 
condescension and humanity ! but what 
does it matter all this to the common 
world ? He, Elmiiton, was chief magis¬ 
trate, and sat in judgment as well as ma¬ 
gistrates elsewhere; and if these mighty 
personages were to do nothing besides 
giving advice, or settling differences be¬ 
tween man and wife, or disputes among 
neighbours, their consequence would be 
but little, and the ignorant and rascally 
part of creation would never be taught to 
reverence and respect the name and power 
of “ his worship.** Besides, their situations 
would be merely a sinecure, and that of 
course none of this honourable fraternity 
would like, even in England, where great 
men are not above half so idle or over¬ 
bearing as they are in Turkey, and cer¬ 
tainly much more moral characters, for 
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they never have but one wife at a time, 
at least that they wish the world to know 
of. 

The petty and wanton cruelties practised 
in this minor and mock court of justice 
of the Ottomans, filled the bosom of 
unenlightened Pagan Sadak with hoijor, 
as he witnessed and contemplated the 
frivolous crimes of the oppressed visited 
with such severity by their despotic mas¬ 
ters. 

Elmuton had been informed of the ar¬ 
rest of Orinda and Kilrest, who were de¬ 
signated the wonderful magician and the 
gifted Christian boy; but no sooner was 
the word Christian given, than the brow 
of the caliph manifested, that whatever 
might be the offence in them, his rancour 
would be plea sufficient for no very slight 
punishment. 

Elmuton inquired where the offenders 
were discovered when taken, and what was 
found upon them ? 

The officer replied, they were found 

V 3 
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lurking near the late residence of the Chris¬ 
tian merchant Selinus.—The elder,” he 
continued, “ was considered by the com¬ 
mon guard as a prodigy of deep learning, 
and had^^about him most strange imple¬ 
ments of his art. He had already bespoke 
much matter, and he read tlie face of the 
heavens as one would read a book, point¬ 
ing out the starry mysteries, and all such 
signs as appertain to the fate of man.” 

Tlie credulity of the caliph was vi ible 
in his manner, and after pondering for a 
time, inquired from whence they came ? 

All the information he could gain on 
this head was, the magician had said 
‘‘ he was a wise man, and came far f^'orn 
the cast, and he dared all mortal power to 
do him harm.” His threats had much 
alarmed the guards, lest the visitations he 
had prognosticated should befall tliem, 

Nulae then dflivered the mystical box 
to Elmuton, saying what dreadful injunc¬ 
tion was laid upon it, and what ills would 
surely befall h|in who broke the charmed 
seal, .making it known, at the same time, 
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that it was found upon the gifted boy, 
and none had yet been hardy enough to 
sever the wax, artd explore the wonderful 
contents, nor brave the attendant danger. 

The weakness of the caliph’s mind was 
now more fully than ever developed, by 
the cautious manner in which he exan)ined 
the outside case of this samecharmed casket. 
It was of an Egyptian manufacture, but 
in appearance very old, and many of the 
carved nondescript figures, or hieroglyphics, 
were much defaced, and the wood it was 
made of had become black, and was much 
corroded by dust and time. It was im¬ 
possible to say what might have been its 
former use; and upon the whole, in a coun¬ 
try like this, where every art and inven¬ 
tion is practised to defraud the credulous, 
this said box happened so far to answer 
the purpose uncommonly well of Mr. Kil- 
rest, and had certainly sonJething of an un¬ 
common appearance, or perhaps I should 
have said of antiquity; and such a curiosi¬ 
ty, we have a pretty good proof, in the 
present age, will always fetch its price. 
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particularly if it should be discovered in 
this land of ancient lore."" It is surprising 
to such numskulk as myself, how your an¬ 
tiquaries of the ihodern day will prize and 
almost adore, without saying what a vast 
sum of money it may cost them, some old 
wormeaten pillar, which perchance, in its 
days of use, was only a common flogging- 
post, where many a ragged rascal has been 
whipped, for having a breach in a certain 
part of his dress, wtifen the poor devil per¬ 
chance had not a moiety to buy a patch 
withal; or some old vessel, it recks not 
how much it may be mutilated, should it 
be discovered in rare ruins, particularly 
Egyptian ones, it is eagerly caught at, 
and the wiseacres caii soon identify it as 
the soup-dish of some Roman glutton, 
the triumphal cup of some renowned ge¬ 
neral, or the christening vase used by the 
godfathers of some of the Caesars ; when 
in reality it was a certain utensil belong¬ 
ing to a Grecian washerwoman, and used 
for the same purpose originally as modern 
little children and grown people alike use 
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a certain something, when they feel un- 
comfortable in tbfiP night. But this is a 
sad and shameful digression from our nar- 
rative—a villainous slur on those that 
delve into the very marrow of learning, or 
rather tear the very bowels of knowledge 
out by the roots.—But pray, reader, ex¬ 
cuse me; I am a sad blockhead, and have 
but just taste enough to admire the beau¬ 
tiful works of the present day, rather than 
extol decayed ancient relics, which no one 
in reality can properly account for. But 
there it has its end, and somebody profits 
by it, and perhaps I am only envious that 
I have not a finger in the yie. 

It appears the grand caliph was an ad¬ 
mirer of what was old, and by his man¬ 
ner should be considered something of a 
judge, for he looked and turned the old 
casket a thousand different ways; but 
someliow or other his fingers always kept 
aloof of the charmed seal. 

At length he commanded Nulac to re¬ 
turn it to the owner, and bid them on pain 
of death to quit the city immediately, as 
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no doubt the man was some arch-necro- 
mancer, and might much perplex them in 
his art, if further molestation was offered 
to them. 

The officer was about to fulfil his or¬ 
ders, when the now great and mighty 
seignior Sadak must usurp a power, and 
requested leave to sever the charmed seal; 
and before yea or nay could pass the lips 
of his master, smack went the wax, twang 
flew the hasp, and open darted the lid, ex* 
posing to public view the rare assortment 
of jewels contained therein, and which at 
once unravelled this mighty mystery. 

The eye of Elmuton soon caught the 
contents; he started amain, and stood for 
a time in silence, gazing on the box. 

Ills hopeful Mahometan subjects trem¬ 
bled, and supposed the ire of the arch-ne- 
cromancer had fallen on theW master, and 
their land be again visited by the seven 
plagues. 

The fit however lasted not long; El¬ 
muton soon recovered his shock, and ex¬ 
claimed aloud—How now—tvhat is this 
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we have here ? These jewels once belong¬ 
ed to the state, and that Christian dog 
Selinus purchased them of me, when the 
comftionwcal was labouring in the great¬ 
est embarrassment for want of gold.” 

Sadak deliberately closed the box, and 
was returning it the officer, saying— 
“ Then, great caliph, they are the mer¬ 
chant’s still ; return them to him, and let 
him depart, if this is the sum of his of¬ 
fence.” 

Elmuton, in a rage, snatched the casket 
from the custody of Sadak, and with ex¬ 
ultation exclaimed—Wliat! return to a 
thief what he hath robbed you of? These 
dogs of Christians live but on plunder, 
and what they call trade is but crafty rob¬ 
bery.” 

The new-n>£^de officer felt indignant, 
and replied—‘•"If the Christians purchase 
that which they know is stolen, then they 
become equally guilty with the thief; 
but what they purchase of the great El¬ 
muton, is surely just and honest dealing.” 

This was a severe reply, and seemed 
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much to puzzle the viceroy; for the jew¬ 
els in fact belonged to the state, and never 
were the caliph’s to dispose of entirely, al¬ 
though the eastern despots, as well as some 
other sovereigns, who wear their small¬ 
clothes much tighter, and shave their 
beards closer, will in case of emergency 
pledge the wealth intrusted to their care 
to the best bidder. And when this ca¬ 
liph, this doer of forbidden things, had 
somewhat recovered this smart rebuke of 
the Pagan’s, he answered, as any other 
lord paramount would have done, saying 
—“ I hate these Christians, from my soul! 
and rather would I have the world believe 
I stole these jewels, than that despised in¬ 
fidel should ever have them more.” 

At this moment the great magician and 
his gifted boy were ushcr|d into the su¬ 
blime presence of the calipSfby about a do¬ 
zen great black-bearded Miissulmen, with 
the naked ermeters held across their breasts. 

The viceroy eyed the pair most mi¬ 
nutely, as Kilrest went through many 
evolutions with his enchanted rod, and 
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seemed to threaten by his gestures to set 
the world on fire, if any one present only 
littered a word detrimental to his peace. 

Etmuton was evidently afraid to pro¬ 
ceed in the examination of this charming 
pair; but he had got a good booty, and on 
his temerity alone depended the safe keep¬ 
ing of it; he therefore summoned reso¬ 
lution, and spoke as follows to the boy 
Orinda—“ How now, boy; what is thy 
name ?” 

Orinda had had several lessons from her 
acute master, Kilrest, how to deport her¬ 
self on this momentous occasion, and an¬ 
swered—“ My name is the same as my 
sponsors gave me at the font.” 

This brief tartness somewhat nettled 
the mighty caliph, who replied—“ It was 
a pity thy sponsors did not drown thee at 
the font, when®ou hadst but few sins to 
answer for; when now thou art grown so 
full of guilt, we shall have the trouble to 
hang thee for it.” 

He then exposed the contents of the 
casket to him, and continued—“ Tell me 
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on the instant, boy, how earnest thou by 
these jewels ?” 

Orinda fearlessly answered—“ Honest¬ 
ly ! How came you by them ? answer me 
that, great cUliph.” 

This was a puzzler, and put his mighti¬ 
ness rather on the twist; but however he 
soon recovered, notwithstanding the threa¬ 
tening looks of the necromancer, and said 
—“ Tiiou art a pert robber. The guards 
found these riches on thy person.’’ 

Orinda quickly retorted-*^'* They are 
robbers, and have forcibly taken these 
riches from me : and if you detain them, 
what are you in the eyes of the world bet¬ 
ter than they ?” 

Sadak at this chuckled in his own bo¬ 
som, and admired the dauntless manner 
of the young Christian. 

The ire of Elmiiton began to rise at be¬ 
ing thus mocked, and he muttered be¬ 
tween his teeth—Thou art young in 
years, but old in craft. Hast thou lived 
long in this city ?” 

Orinda, in her wonted manner, replied 



OEIENTAJL WANDERINGS. 115 

I was born in it, so my parents tell 

me.” 

Elmuton could ill brook this behaviour, 
and from a Christian too; he savagely ex¬ 
claimed—“ But thou shalt not be buried 
in it, although thou shalt die here. Our 
earth stinks too much of thy accursed race 
already; we will not feed our worms on 
such carrion.” 

The courage of Orinda at this began to 
fail her, and she tremulously said—“ You 
will not dare Jo kill me. I hold a charm¬ 
ed life, which will protect me ^here a man 
might fall.” 

Elmuton raised himself, and calling to 
his slaves, continued—‘‘ We soon shall see 
who holds the strongest charm.—Twist 
the bowstring around that puny neck, ye 
slaves, and rid t|ie world of another dog.” 

They then prepared to bare her bosom. 

Orinda siirieked with terror. 

Kilrest was almost at his wit’s end, yet 
still felt confident that her sex would save 
her. He continued as working spells and 



116 OllTENTAL WANDERINGS* 

raising incantations by a thousand ridicu¬ 
lous actions. 

Orinda had fainted. The slave had 
drawn her dress from her bosom, which he 
no sooner discovered than he vociferated 
—“ By the prophet, it is a woman !” 

Elmuton was astounded, but replied, in 
a disappointed tone—A woman! by the 
prophet’s beard, there is not a corner in the 
world but that is full of deceit! Thou 
cunning knave! but tiiiiik not thus to 
cheat my hate.” 

Kilrest tc^k from his mystical bag a box, 
and applied a restorative to the poor fe•^^ 
male, and again she soon revived; when 
the caliph continued—What is that 
necromancer there about, with his cursed 
spells and incantations ?” 

Our gipsy looked mightily sublime on 
his sublime mightiness, and solemnly re¬ 
plied—“ Beware, great caliph, how you 
insult my knowledge, which surpasses all 
men’s on earth beside. How doth thou 
know but ,vyhat I have changed the sex in 
that body, which thou wouldst fain have 
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tortured, and so saved a mortal’s life? I 
did foretell, on . the night thy myrmidons 
arrcStcd me, something of a dreadful na¬ 
ture would happen in this city. Thou 
canst not tell but that it was my influ¬ 
ence saved thy life, when the damned poi¬ 
son cup was offered thee! I would not 
have thee anger the Fates by thy precipita¬ 
tion in the death of that innocent female, 
or break thy laws for fear of a horrible re¬ 
tribution 

Elmuton knew not what,, to make of 
^ this strange cliaractcr; but he was in a 
passion, and his passion overcame his fear 
of the necromancer, as he answered l)im— 

I do believe thee some artful knave, 
that hath combined thy cunning with this 
strumpet to rob the state.” 

The gipsy answered—“ Know, great 
caliph, that I despise gold ; or if I did but 
want it, like Midas, I need but wish, and 
could have it.” 

The viceroy continued to grow in rage, 
and commanded the slaves to search h|in, 
saying, if he discovered him to be a cheat,. 



118 ORIENTAL WANDEBINGS, 

as he supposed him to be, he should on 
that instant hang on the highest gallows 
in Cairo. 

Kilrest appeared nothing ^moved, but 
continued to^wave his mighty wand in the 
air, or to draw circles on the floor. The 
curious bag that hung suspended from his 
belt was the first object of attention to the 
vassals of Elinuton ; and as they proceed¬ 
ed to searcli, the necromancer exclaimed 
in a thundering voice—“ Stand off, base 
slaves, nor pollute my sanctified body with 
thy touch! and know, if I should shew tef 
your sight what this bag contains, some¬ 
thing dreadful would surety happen.—Oh, 
unhappy Cairo! wretched Egypt! wo, w^o, 
wo !'* 

Sadak laughed in contempt. 

This was a spur to the resolution of the 
caliph, who, in a more peremptory man¬ 
ner, commanded him to expose the con¬ 
tents of this mysterious bag at once, or he 
should instantly die, for he no more dread¬ 
ed the exposure, nor did he apprehend 
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the contents would prove more dangerous 
than that of the casket. 

Poor Kilrest thought this past a joke; 
yet still he depended on his cunning, 
which had so often befriended him, there¬ 
fore he stood to his thesis with a good 
grace, and taking a book of curious ciphers 
from it, thus commenced—“ Great caliph, 
behold this book! the characters herein 
written arc of divine origin, and which 
few mortals can understand; but I can 
perfectly draw from them. It is called 
♦the Calendar of Fate. Eacli planet lent its 
aid when it was Vv^ritten, and promised to 
inspire him wljjp held it, by their consent, 
with the power of reading the destiny of 
any man.” 

He then folded it with much care, and 
replaced it in the precious deposit; then, 
with much pomp of manner, pulled forth 
a phial of clear bluish liquor, which he 
held hii^h in the air as his reach would ad- 
mit, and with much seeming reverende 
continued—“ Behold, all men, this bottle! 
it is filled with the tears of the planet Ve- 
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nus, shed in conjunction when angry Sa¬ 
turn obscured her View of the earth, and 
would not let her witness her votaries in 
their licentious doings.” 

This was ^ioo much even for the credu¬ 
lity of Elmuton, yet who withal was cer¬ 
tainly sciired by his manner and demeanour, 
but said—Begone, thou art an idle bab¬ 
bler! and praise thy lucky stars thy life is 
saved.” 

Then addressing his slaves, continued— 
Guards, take this subtle Christian queen, 
and confine her close, until tortures shall 
draw a confession from her how she be¬ 
came possessed of these same jewels.” 

This hard sentence had scarcely passed 
his lips, ere the court was interrupted by 
the uncourteous and abrupt entrance of 
an officer in great haste, who in much tri¬ 
bulation exclaimed—“ Oh, holy prophet, 
Sebastian is dead! He has defeated the 
jirigilance of his guards, and in mistake for 
^ deadly poison, swallowed a crafty drink, 
which instantly caused a most strange 
madness in him.” 
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Sadak quickly replied—“ That was the 
fatal draught intended for thee, Elmuton, 
and in mistake the deadly potion was 
mixed in thy cup, which was to have 
caused th# death of the good and faithful 
Monrod.” ^ 

Elitiuton’s emotions were so great, he 
could make no reply, wlien the officer 
continued—“ The murderous fiend had 
scarcely swallowed the drink, ere he began 
to act the mysterious murder of the la¬ 
mented prince Hamman, and in every 
point of speech and action re-performed 
the dreadful and appalling scene; no doubt 
remains in the minds of the beholders but 
that he was^ithe foul and accursed mur¬ 
derer. The ^Tetch then, in a frantic rav¬ 
ing madness, flew to the watchtower, and 
threw himself from the dreadful heirfit; 
his body by the fall is frightfully crushed, 
and he is dead.” 

The caliph had a difficulty for a time 
to regain his speech, but when his ajka- 
tion had subsided sufficiently, he said™ a 
VOL, HI. G 
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terrible voice—“ Hell secure the thief, for 

•4 

robbing me of my revenge! curses on 
him! oh, may my curses light on all man¬ 
kind I—Guards and executioners, hence to 
our dungeons on the instant, an# let every 
culprit be put^ the torture ; deluge the 
streets of Cairo with blood and slaughter, 
for on human gore will I vent my direct 
rage!” 

Kilrest now, in a mighty solemn voice, 
vociferated—“ Did 1 not foretell to thee, 
Elmuton, something dreadful would hap¬ 
pen in Cairo ? no longer then mock my 
supi'emacy, but leUme and my gifted 
Christian depart.” 

As the enraged viceroy was passing the 
prisoners to quit the hall, he struck the 
great necromancer a violent blow, which 
made the man of stars reel agaip, at the 
same time saying—‘‘ Out, out, thou infer- 
nal fiend !—And guards, as ye value your 
lives, bind and keep safe that Christian 
sorceress close in the 4^rk tower; let hun¬ 
ger and thirst wanton and sport on her 
bowels, until breast and back shall meet 
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to stop her breath.” He then rushed from 
the court and disappeared. • 

As the guards were preparing to fulfil 
the orders of their savage master on the 
terrified 0rinda, Kilrest had only time to 
whisper her, and bid he?*^eep her forti¬ 
tude and trust in him for deliverance, for 
that three days should not expire ere they 
should meet again. 

The hall was now commanded to be 
cleared; itilrest was hurrying from the 
court-yard, when he was interrupted by 
Tabel, who thus accosted him—“ Hold, 
most gifted magician, and vouchsafe to 
hear my petition!” 

Kilrest wished to make the utmost speed 
to depart and seek his comrades in the 
ruins of the ravine, that some plan might 
be adopted to regain Orinda; but being 
stopped in this humble manner by an 
officer of the caliph’s, demanded his atten¬ 
tion, and he answered—What, or who 
art thou, that thus"^resumes|ito stop the 
path of the moon’s anointed 

a 2 
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Tabel answered—Most learned father, 
thy great learning and superior wisdom 
have not passed my ears unnoticed, a^d 
great shall be thy reward if thou wilt 
deign to look upon a brother officer of 
mine, who lies at the point of death, in 
consequence of a mortal wound inflicted 
by that murderous wretch Sebastian, on 
the night he was arrested ; already has his 
case baffled the skill of our most able phy¬ 
sicians, and if thou wouldst turn tliy art 
to his relief, all men of Cairo shall pray 
for thee ” 

This was considered a lucky chance by 
the gipsy chief, who had heard of the at¬ 
tack on Mon rod, as well as other matters 
which were the common talk of Cairo; 
therefore he readily assented to see the pa¬ 
tient, thinking, whether lie could render 
him any relief or not, he had no doubt 
but to turn his endeavours te a good ac¬ 
count. 

After much bomb^t, he consented to 
be led^ to the chamber of the wounded 
oflScet*, whom found in a deplorable 
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state: the wound was quickly examined 
and cleansed properly from the accumu¬ 
lated filth, and the gipsy doubted not but 
it inight soon be cured by simples, some 
of which we have already said he had in 
his possession: when Kilrest, with the as¬ 
sistance of the dwarf, had properly pre¬ 
pared the mutilated part, he poured into 
it his decoction of herbs from the bottle, 
and the same which he endeavoured to 
answer his mystical ehds, and impose on 
the credulity of Elmuton as the fears of 
Venus, and closely bound the part with a 
cerecloth; a reviving drink was then given 
to Monrod, and in less than an hour he 
shewed strength enough to converse with 
his doctor. 

Felix had informed Kilrest that Mon¬ 
rod and Tabel were both his sincere friends; 
the gipsy therefore broached the subject 
of the fugitive prince, and found them 
still to be in his interest, and if it was in 
their power, ready to assist hi^ The good 
old Monrod seemed to regain^bis Strength 
and spirits as Kilrest proceeded in the ac- 
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count of the prince Felix’s safety, and that 
he was secure in the ruins of the ravine; 
little seignior Tabel danced and capered 
about the chamber, like a young lady 
practising her steps previous to her going 
to her first hall^ and several times he hug¬ 
ged and embraced the gipsy, with as much 
apparent fervency as Miss shews when 
taking leave for the last time of her go¬ 
verness. 

But when the necromancer let them 
understand that the Christian prisoner 
who was so severely condemned by the 
harsh viceroy was the unfortunate Orinda, 
and the beloved wife of tlie fugitive, the 
scene became suddenly changed—the poor 
old wounded soldier drooped in his couch, 
as though the hand of death was upon 
him—captain Tabel looked asquint, and 
made a face as long as a Spanish mule’s; 
his tears trickled down his red cheeks, al¬ 
most hissing as they went; and in fact 
he had not a visible orifice about him but 
what poured forth a stream in sorrow for 
his friend—his large pasal vent required 
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much attention, and his thick lips became 
suddenly such ill neighbours, that the 
sleeve of his dress was put into requisition 
to’prevent his beard from suffering the 
horrors of a deluge; but, like most emo¬ 
tions with this curious he-nor-she thing 
of a man, his ebullitions lasted not long. 
Monrod gave it as his opinion it \^ovi}d 
be totally impossible to rescue Orihdh, and 
highly impolitic to attempt it; sl^e must 
therefore for a time endure the horrors of 
the dark tower^ as so many guards must 
be passed, and the situation of the place 
so secure, it would be in vain to harbour 
the thought. Tabel acquiesced with his 
brother officer in this particular, but took 
upon himself to say, for a time lus care 
should be to prevent her from starving; 
and it was thought expedient, and agreed 
to by all, that Kilrest should leave the 
dty as soon as possible, and make the best 
of his way to those left in the ravine, and 
return in the best manner their wits should 
suggest, to be at hand to give assistance 
to the wretched Orinda. 
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Seignior Tabel’s sagacity foretold there 
would soon be a terrible hubbub both in 
the city and castle. All were now divided 
and subdivided—even the soldiers among 
themselves were jealous and disunited; 
and now that Sebastian, the idol of the 
desperate and cruel, was no more, a civil 
bi^U^^might be hourly expected. The pe¬ 
netration of the cunning dwarf, assisted 
by ^he sound judgment of Monrod, who 
was informed of every movement, both 
public and private, foretold the Mamelukes 
were concentrating their force to one point, 
and if a bubble of ever so trifling a nature 
should burst, they would by their influ¬ 
ence fan the fire of insurrection, and per¬ 
haps in the event be the only gainers. 
The coffers of Elmuton too were become 
alarmingly low, and it was in vain, had 
he been so disposed, to have sought the 
Christians’ help in his emergency, as he 
had often heretofore done; the wealthy 
part of whom had left the city, and those 
that remained in the suburbs had disposed 
of their merchandize, and sent their riches 
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away, or hidden them, as was and is still 
the case,* when a political storm is threat¬ 
ening in this part of the world. 

Under such circumstances then it was 
dangerous in bis gipsionic majesty to re¬ 
main where many a great man beside him 
stood so fearful a chance of an overthrow; 
he therefore left his bottle of precictos li¬ 
quid in the custody of our dwarf, ^ulh 
proper directions how the patient should 
be treated, and also recommended him 
where to find a supply of what might be 
wanted for the progress of the cure, and 
which could be purchased in an obscure 
part of the city, as the gipsies had their 
emissaries in every town, city, or district, 
throughout this vast empire, and wdiere 
every thing healing or baneful, simple or 
damnable, could be procured. 

All matters being settled, as well as the 
tenor of the times would allow, the mighty 
necromancer, soothsayer, magician, astro¬ 
loger, seer, and physician, doifed his hea¬ 
venly attire, and with a little assistance 

G 3 
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from his prototype in cunning and shuf¬ 
fling, the seignior Tabel, he again became 
in motley appearance Kilrest, king of ^he 
ravine gipsies, and as such passed the con¬ 
fines of the caliph’s castle, and the city of 
Grand Cairo, and resuming his seat on the 
back of one of the mules he brought with 
him, took his departure, with a palpitat¬ 
ing heart, towards the yellow desert. 

As was anticipated, the death of Sebas¬ 
tian was alike the theme of rejoicing to 
most of the inhabitants of Cairo, while to 
a great part of the soldiery it seemed as a 
death-knell to their glory; for so expert 
had they been in forming a plot for his 
rescue since the parade, that at the very 
moment his death was announced, was a 
posse of near a hundred desperadoes about 
to commence an attack on the guard, and 
to have delivered their boast from the hor¬ 
rors of the brazen platform; in his fall 
their hopes were blasted, and their pro¬ 
jects confounded, and they remained for a 
time struck with despair. 

Monrod made Nulac acquainted with 
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the relationship of his Christian prisoner, 
and by the united entreaties of the veteran 
and Tabel, Orinda’s situation was render- 

9 

ed leaas severe than it otherwise might have 
been. At the same time, all hopes of her 
present delivery was out of the question, 
as the most doubted of the soldiery, and 
those that were known to adhere to the 
principles and conduct of their late com¬ 
mander Sebastian, were selected and put 
on duty in different situations, to prevent 
a combination, and the mischief attendant 
thereon, consequently the prison of Orin- 
da was strongly guarded by a party of 
these beings, and which rendered assist¬ 
ance to that prisoner the more difficult 
and dangerous: Elmuton was more than 
ever alarmed for his personal safety, and 
commanded captain Tabel, with a strong 
and trusty eunuch guard, to be stationed 
at the door of his chamber—thus was that 
mighty personage prevented from giving 
any assistance, had any opportunity offer* 
ed, for that night at any rate: Sadak was 
stationed, with a party of tried veterans, 
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at a different part of the castle, and pined 
away the night on the thoughts only of 
his beloved Zoa: all attached to our nar< 
rative now seemed misplaced and in mis¬ 
hap ; the dreary hours glided by, and ush¬ 
ered in another day, without any incident 
occurring which concerns us. 


CHAPTER V. 


Trembling with pleasure, hope, and fear, 

Her faltering tongue pronounc’d his name. 

And never o’er his ravish’d car 
A sound so soft, so gentle came. 

« Charlotte C. Richardson. 


The cares and anxieties which hung so 
heavily over the mind of Elmuton, and 
filled his breast with such perplexity, were 
most^avourable to the beautiful Zoa, and 
prevented her being tortured with asseve¬ 
rations of love, and the glittering pro^ 
spects of greatnesi^ made and painted by 
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the viceroy, and on whom she looked with 
greater abhorrence and detestation, since 
she knew he she loved with such affec¬ 
tionate regard was so near her, and in a 
manner under the same roof. Zoa had 
seen her lover decked in the garb of great¬ 
ness, and invested with the badge of 
power—still the gewgaws delighted not 
her-—rather would she have traced their 
native shores, and rambled in the shade, 
on mossy banks, than revelled in such 
luxury, and so have basked in a polluted 
sunshine of splendid misery and tantali¬ 
zing magnificence. 

The gilded balcony and costly orna¬ 
ments of her chamber served only to chafe 
the galling wound of her captivity; the 
sun shone not to her as in his wonted 
brightness—the moonbeams played not on 
the earth, as when in sweet and unsophis¬ 
ticated liberty she sported away the even¬ 
ing-tide with him she loved ^ her voice, 
her action, pleased not herself, as when 
she unrestrained ranged the groves of her 
native land. As the^Jeathercd warbler 
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diarms the ear and awakens echo with his 
sweet notes, as he in wildness strays—-is 
coveted for his song, caught, and confined 
in a gaudy cage, soon loses his energy, 
his vivacity shrinks in his captivity, and 
his ravishing lay no longer floats upon the 
air, until with fear and trembling he pines 
himself to death, and then is creation rob¬ 
bed of a beauty—so pined the lovely Zoa, 
although the flattering mirror was held to 
her view, shewing how with her lover 
she should burst the wires of her cage, and 
again wander in peace, love, and liberty. 

Often was she pained, yet forced to act 
a deceptive part—to assume a gaiety her 
sad heart revolted at—to laugh when her 
g0ul was ^sorrowful—to partake occasion¬ 
ally in the amusements of the harem, 
when her spirit was labouring in tribula¬ 
tion. In returning from the baths El- 
muton invariably accosted her, yet she re¬ 
turned his courtesies in such a becoming 
manner, as to hold his forward advances 
in check, yet fanned the flame which per- 
V||^ed his boeom.^. 
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The gallant seignior Tabel, siDce he 
had become acquainted with her attach* 
ment to the new great njan in power, the 
high seignior Sadak, assisted much in pre- 
venting the importunities of the caliph an 
his favourite, and profited not a little for 
his services; as costly presents were hourly 
lavished by the fickle Elmuton on his 
new-made favourites, Zoa and Sadak, 
which the cunning dwarf not only extol¬ 
led and admired, but really fell so much in 
love with the beauty of some, that many 
a valuable trinket was presented to him, 
as a douceur for his attention and civility. 

Tabel took the first opportunity to make 
Zoa acquainted with the cause why Sadak 
had not kept his appointment oit the night 
previous, which in some measure appeased 
her anxious bosom, and enabled her to 
bear the trials of another day, which how¬ 
ever passed without any thing in parti¬ 
cular transpiring* except that the caliph 
moved not from his private suit of rooms, 
but gave his commands and directions to 
a few picked and tried, officers* so feariul 
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and full of apprehension had he become 
for his own safety. 

The day again was fast drawing to a 
dose, and the officers differently disposed, 
and had other posts allotted to them from 
what they had had on the former night; 
little Tabel was now stationed as the cap¬ 
tain of the guardhouse, within the walls 
of the castle, at which place offenders 
were lodged who had transgressed within 
the precincts of the harem and palace. 

We have already said the chamber of 
Zoa not only commanded a view of the 
gardens of the harem, but a strongly lat¬ 
ticed window looked also into a court-yard 
of the castle, of considerable thorough- 
fare and importance, and where a guard 
was always placed: the tenor of the times 
demanded much caution—the sentries both 
by day and night were more frequently 
changed, to prevent the possibility of plot¬ 
ting among the soldiers; such being the 
case, Sadak was commanded to take the 
charge of a division of men, many of whom 
were known strongly to adhere to the Se- 
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bastian system, and had their duty fixed 
for the first part of the night in this same 
said court; and it happened, although un¬ 
known alike to the lovers, Sadak was sta¬ 
tioned under the window of Zoa. 

About the third hour of the watch the 
ears of Sadak were struck by the well- 
known voice of his beloved, in plaintive 
ditty, as she gazed through her prison- 
bars on the heavens, bewailing her un- 
happy fate. He listened—it must surely 
be delusion; his soul fluttered, as his hun¬ 
gry ears drank the mournful sounds, un¬ 
til confirmation lulled his mind into a 
sweet ecstacy of delight, as with a clear 
and beautiful voice Zoa sung the follow¬ 
ing:— 


Ye breezes, be hushed, as I listen awhile, 

To catch if the voice of my lover is near, 

Assist me the sad dreary night to beguile, 

And sweet hope fill the hour to chase away fear. 

Thou bright twinkling star, thine influence lend, 
My lover to guide on his fearful way; 

In pity, ye stars, your protection send— 

For him the sad night oh turn into day ! 
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1'feast on sorrow when he is away, 

1 banquet on tears—my pillow’s my bane; 
Hear then, kind stars, my wo-begone lay, 

And whisper, ye winds, my dear lover’s name. 

Oh ! why so silent, so stubborn, unkind. 

Ye zephyrs unfeeling, to ease this fond breast ? 
Oh ! lisp out bis name, thou soft passing wind, 
Tell me he’s safe, then I’ll sink into rest. 


Sadak was so overcome, he scarcely 
knew how to contain himself until the 
close of the burthen. It was the voice of 
her he loved, yet how to answer it he 
knew not, without the observation of tljg 
common guards who were so near him; 
yet to let the opportunity pass was im¬ 
possible—could he only exchange one 
word with her, it would be worth a world 
pf anticipation, and as a golden treasure 
to his heart. He walked heavily in pace 
beneath the window, and struck the pave¬ 
ment with the end of his long halbert, 
which was used by the caliph’s officers 
when on duty; Zoa noticed not this, nor 
to his loud and frequent sighs gave a cor¬ 
respondence. 
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The night was dark, at least the space 
of the court appeared so, it being sur¬ 
rounded by high buildings. He reached 
the lattice with the end of his weapon, 
and gently tapped—no countersign was 
givien. Zoa heard it all, but listened in 
ignorance, and little supposed the object 
of her affection caused the interruption. 
Sadak was fired to distraction—Oh,” he 
inwardly exclaimed, “ could I but gain 
the cruel bars which separate us, then 
might we exchange our vows, and be 
happy in the assurance of each other’s 
safety!” 

Again he looked around him—^his com¬ 
rades were scarce perceivable; what means 
could he devise to reach the window? 
Love soon formed a stratagem—^the shawl, 
or rather the scarf, which formed his tur¬ 
ban, was quickly unfolded, and^ a knot 
knit in the end of it, and placed by the 
end of his halbert between the' bars; it 
was proved, and found secure to hold his 
weight. The heart of the lover palpita¬ 
ted—^be had climbed half the distance up- 
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wards—^he staid—all was still, and he seem¬ 
ed secure in his venture: again he perse¬ 
vered—the summit was gained, and the 
casement open. The name of Zoa had 
ps^d his lips—the sound struck the en¬ 
raptured ear of the Pagan maid—she flew 
to the opening—it was her dear, dear Sa- 
dak—their hands met—they seemed in a 
paradise of love. 

At this moment a savage guardsman 
passed below, who had been a creature of 
the late Sebastian’s, and looked on Sadak 
as he would on a fiend of the most hif^- 
nal order; he witnessed the trespass—be¬ 
held the offender in the act of sacrilege 
on the caliph’s forbidden sanctuary. This 
was food for his jealous soul, and revenge 
laughed at its triumph as he gave an alarm, 
and secured the culprit Sadak. 

The thought of having a Pagan to rule 
and command a Mu^ulman, was a matter 
of much degradation to the soldiers of 
.Mahomet, from the first moment of Sa- 
dak’s advancement, without their consi¬ 
dering at all the cause of his promotion to 
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honour; and the favour he was held in by 
the viceroy created him many secret ene¬ 
mies |unong the officers; the friends of the 
late Sebastian eyed him with detestation, 
as being the principal author of their'f|^4' 
vourite’s overthrow, and only awaited a fit 
opportunity to vent their cherished hatred, 
and pour their resentment on his head. The 
news of his capture and offence flew with 
the velocity of lightning from sentry to 
sentry, and each wlio dared to leave his 
post hurried to the spot, and lent their 
aid in invective on the suddenly fallen 
chief. Insult and indignity were poured 
on the vile Pagan, infidel dog, heathen 
beast, scum of the earth, and the dregs of 
creation, as he was saluted by every tongue 
which but an hour before hailed him with 
—“ Most noble Sadak—great captain— 
high seignior!” and such like appellations 
of honourable cant ^But his offence was 
rank, and well was it known the Ottoman 
laws would shew him no lenity; beside, 
the honour of Elm^ton was assailed even 
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in the attempt to invade the privacy of 
his wives. 

With all this it was not likely his pre¬ 
sent situation could be the most comfort- 
in Egypt; he was tiferefore dragged, 
sans ccrcmonie^ to the guardroom, amidst 
the most degrading insults of the preju- 
diced soldiery, some of whom spit upon 
him as he passed, others rent his dress, 
toi*e his badges of distinction from him, 
and even kicked him, and struck him in 
his passage, until the blood flowed in tor¬ 
rents from his nose and mouth, while his 
black and flowing hair was doomed to be 
a mark of derision for the bareheaded ras¬ 
cally followers of JVlahomet, whole tufts 
’ of which were forcibly plucked from his 
brow, and scattered in contempt to the 
winds. 

The noble-minded Sadak replied not, 
nor murmured at <||pse indignities, but 
heroically seemed to brave them all; but, 
alas! his bosom was tortured with a thou¬ 
sand pangs, which x^wked the sufferings 
of his body. Thus maltreated, and with 
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scorn, was the late most noble Sadak borne 
in strong custody to the guardroom, where 
the most mighty seignior, captain Tabel, 
presiSed in midnight authority. This 
high charge of ||..considerable an offeii^r* 
came so suddenly on the little great man, 
he was puzzled Ij^w^ to act; yet the law 
for the offence panted but one way, which 
was to send the culprit to the deep dun¬ 
geon for the remainder of the night, and 
at sunrise to see him at once executed. 
It will be remembered it was yet early 
night, what may be supposed to be, ac¬ 
cording to our hours, about half-past ten 
o’clock; Tabel.knew his duty in this mat¬ 
ter was imperious—fife also perfectly recol¬ 
lected Sadak had him com|)letely in his 
power, should he impeach and make known 
the indulgences he had of late winked at, 
and which hac^iJbeen enjoyed by Sadak; 
therefore he felt n ^t confoundedly un¬ 
comfortable in his ^st of honour, and 
shewed to the by-standers, by his manner, 
his unwillingnessgive the usual com- 
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mand, that the prisoner should at once be 
thrown into the deep dungeon. 

This was observed, and a murmur at 

« 

his tardiness shewed itself among theguard 
collected; loud calls forsi^istice and pu¬ 
nishment on the prisoner were vociferated, 
and a tumult seen^ojp be gathering, 
which sadly alarmed the^Kwaff) to appease 
which he had no alternative but to give 
the customary cominanll and in an in¬ 
stant the wretched Sadak was forced to 
his dismal abode, there fb await only a 
few hours, when death would cancel all 
obligations, and bury in obli’^ibn his suf¬ 
ferings andvWrongs. ^ 

The discomposed Hwarf only remained 
until the return of^^the guards, to receive 
the keys of Sadak*s prison, ere he hastened, 
first to the chamber of s^ignora ^yeslm, 
which was much nearer^tlran his own, 
to get a draught foii||||ps strange infirmity^ 
which he was now labouring under in a 
most strong fit, and al^to make that lady 
acquainted with wh J^^d happened, that 
she might inform Zoa of her lover’s mis- 
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hap, and prepare her for the appalling 
event. When this was done, he hast^ed 
to the apartment of his imperial master, and 
with a face as wo-stricken as a baboon’s in 
a frosty morning, related every particular 
to the viceroy, whose rage at hearing it 
knew no boun ,^he fastened his hand on 
the throat ofShe stammering dwarf, until 
the poor little thing’s eyes almost burst 
their sockets,his tongue swelled out 
of his mouth to a most enormous size. 

When the tnad caliph had raged his rage 
out, with cursing and squeezing, swearing 
and s^^i^gering, he threw himself for a 
time, quite ^exhausted wit|^ anger, on a 
couch, and ther^cmained in a profound 
sweat. This gave opportunity for rea¬ 
son to return, for strength to recruit,^ and 
for t|}e halfstrangled eunuch to recover 
his breath, and apply his members to their 
proper uses. Wh|Q this precious pair had 
somewhat reconciled themselves^ and again 
appeared as tw^uraan beings, Elmuton 
demanded of thejkeys of the dun- 

H 


VOL. III. 



146 ORIENTAL WANpEWQS- 

geon where Sadak was confined, and also 
th«^ey of the gate leading from the cas¬ 
tle, %nd which opened into the identical 
court where the mishap of Sadak occurred* 
But to be better understoo/l, perhaps it may 
be necessary to say, this c^rt-yard was an 
outer one of the castle, am divided from 
the city only by a minor gate; the en¬ 
trance of the deep dungeon #lso came in¬ 
to this court, and these two^eys were the 
only ones which remained in the charge 
of him who sat as officer of the night in 
the guard-room. 

This being explained, we wilLproceed 
in narrative: ^Imuton, in ^eat ^nger, 
took possession of the kefi from our dwarf, 
that no mercy or indulgence might be 
shewn to the unfortunate culprit Sadak, 
nor a chance given him of an escape from 
the viceroy’s vengeance; he, then com¬ 
mand^ Tabel to retirc aj u p d order Ayesha 
to attend him immediat^. 

The poor dwarf was npj; long in doing 
his enraged mast^p bid^^ as to his re* 
tiring; and lest the message he was diar- 
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ged withal might miscarry, he delivered 
it himself, and found old Ayesha i^jbhe 
chjimber of the distressed Zoa, whom he 
on the instant dispatched to the red-hot 
caliph, wondering at the same time what 
commands he ^ula have for the gover- 
nante at that hour of the ni^ht. 

V y C5 

ni*-' 

The heart-riroken Zoa was inconsolable, 
and lay stretched on her couch in all the 
death of wo.^^hfabel remained for a time 
in silence; the poor beauty knew not "her 
mistres.^Jiad left the chamber, and when 
she raised herself and saw the little man. 
she flew towards him in a transport, and 
with tears ahd sobs craved his assistance 
in saving her lover. This she was soon 
given to understand was impossible; and 
in her ravings begged to know where the 
prison of her Sadak was situated, that she 
might, she said, cast her eye$ over the 
spot, and then oi|||he face of the heavens, 
to trace out the star that pointed to his 
fetal dungeon, mid sh^ai lingering dim¬ 
ness over his fju®. 

Tabel was really melted at her sorrow;^ 

H 2 
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and led her to the ill-fated lattice, which 
he opened by a private spring, and which 
was only known to old Ayesha and him¬ 
self, and which there is little doubt was 
often opened by these precious cock and 
hen pimps, for purposes of gallantry be- 
tween the officers of the castle and the 
ladies of the harem ; but it was now un¬ 
closed that the wretched Zoa might bet¬ 
ter descry the discovery he:llad to make; 
the eunuch then pointed out the entrance 
to the frightful deep dungeon, it Was 
called, and also the gate whicli led outside 
the castle wall, to rather an obscure part 
of the,, city, and down the steepest part of 
the rock on which the castle stood. Mourn¬ 
fully the little fellow deplored the hard 
fate that awaited the good captain Sadak, 
as he was pleased still to call him, and 
who^ he said, would surely die on the 
morro%,for Elmuton h|^ prevented every 
possibility of a rescue, by takiitg the keys 
in his own cust o^ , and had thus cut off 
every gleam of |H^. 

At this momei^he approach of Ayesha 
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was heard; they turned in haste from the 
casement, and the mistress entered in most 
terrible agitation, crying, in discordant 
voice—“ Oh, good Tabel, haste away from 
here! Elmuton is certainly mad with rage 
and rancour, and oiSthe instant is coming 
to this chambe#.” 

This was quite enough for the pigmy 
man, who v^thout saying another word 
scampered oi^ as nimble as a thieving cat 
when surprised in a dairy of new milk on 
which she had been feasting. 

Ayesha continued, addressing herself to 
Zoa — Here is a pretty work indeed 
your modest airs have brought us all to! 
Oh, shame on your beauty to refuse the 
caliph and encourage his slaves! Now an¬ 
swer to your own weakness and folly, for 
Elmuton swears this night he will force 

ifSt 

you to his love, and then most likely in 
the morning wi^ take off your^eall, in 
gratitude for the pleasure you mdy afford 
him” 

This wicked^nforr^^n roused the fa¬ 
culties of Zoa more t®i hours of consola- 
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ti6n could have done; the pride of her 
sex was in danger—her virtue had been 
insulted^ and by a woman who should 
have joined in her protection ; she stood 
for a time as lost; Ayesha was departing^ 
when she caught heii|iby her garments in 
despair, and exclaimed—‘‘ Oh! in pity 
save me from this cruel tiger’s grasp, and 
foul pollution I” 

As the old hardened beldame disentan¬ 
gled herself from the gripe of Zoa, and 
was making her way out of the room, she 
said#“ What, would you have me help 
you—I, whose counsels you have despised, 
which would have ere this made you the 
proudest she in Egypt ? no, no, look not 
to me for help—I have no notion to be 
tucked up on a high gallows, to bang 
kicking in the wind, and shew my legs to 
all the town, and be made the sport of 
slaves for my folly. Elmuton holds the 
keys, and no mortal man,i)r wotpan either, 
can save you both from fate. Hark ! I hear 
the caliph is approaching, ao speed you aa 
you deserve 1” 
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She then darted out of the apartment, 
and left the distracted and beautiful Zoa 
alone, and too sensible to her horrors, who 
stood for a space as lost to the world; af¬ 
ter a time she seemed to awake to new 
life, suddenly turnoji and closed the lat¬ 
tice, yet only so near as to elude observa¬ 
tion ; she then adjusted her dress and fea¬ 
tures, and asumed the mask of gaiety. 

Elmuton entered with a brow lowering 
a thousand vengeances. Zoa made a low 
obeisance to him, and forced a bewitching 
smile, as though her whole soul wal^in a 
profound calm, and her heart only beat * 
the tune of love. 

Elmuton stood and gazed on her; at 
length said, in a sullen tone of voice-— 

Oh thou pretty, winning, dissembling 
thing, who with the slim and flimsy veil 
of deceit hath so long clothed thyself, to 
rob me of my pleasures, and make me the 
laughingstock of all true love’s votaries! 
but now thou art caught in thine own 
snare, and for this cheat thy infernal para¬ 
mour shall be wedded to the rack, and 
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embrace a lingering death, a terrible ex¬ 
ample of perfidy and ingratitude.” 

Zoa answered, as in great astonishment 
—My paramour! of whom would now 
the great Elmuton speak ? if the late com¬ 
motion in this court, below is thy mean¬ 
ing, I am ignorant of the cause. Some 
short time since I heard a murmuring 
there, and went to the lattice to ascertain 
the reason out of mere curiosity, when I 
learnt a man had been taken endeavouring 
to gain the height of my window. I sup- 
was some poor wretched slave who 
was delighted with my song, and who 
wished to obtain a more perfect hearing, 
for I have been much in singing mood to¬ 
night, as I was informed the great Elmu¬ 
ton intended to honour me, his poor slave, 
with a visit.” 

This was delivered ^ with such a good 
grace, and seemed so feasible a story, that it 
put the reasoning faculties of the mighty 
caliph to a nonplus. He knew not how 
to answer for a time, but in silence sur¬ 
veyed the beauty of his slave, who took 
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care to display her charms to the best ad¬ 
vantage ; he approached nearer, and said 
—Would that thy speech was fair as is 
thy face, and thy words, as thy beauty, 
resembled truth!” 

Zoa answered, i^lthout betraying em¬ 
barrassment — ** If Elmuton thinks my 
beauty mocks the truth, then let him 
make fast his eyes, and see my face no 
more, and close his ears, and have them 
no more contaminated by my speech.” 

This delicate rebuke did the bumiess, 
and melted completely the poor, t*der, 
susceptible heart of the sensible viceix)y, 
and so tickled his fancy, he caught her to 
his breast, and in a subdued tone exclaim¬ 
ed — ‘‘ Oh come then to my throbbing 
heart, and feed my every sense on love’s 
delight!” 

After pressing ber fervently for a time, 
he continued—Oh, lovely Zoa I wouldst 
thou but now sing, to ravish all tribula¬ 
tion from my bosom, and tranquillize my 
stormy mind T 

H 3 
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When Zoa had gently disengaged bet*- 
scW* from tiie embrace of Elmuton, the 
thought struck her of a sleeping potion 
which she had, and which was given to 
her by old Ayesba, to compose her trou¬ 
bled spirits in sleep; she therefore replied 
—"Great sire, I was about to mix a drink 
of sherbet ere you arrived—do you unrobe 
and compose yourself, then will I pledge 
you in the refreshing draught.” 

Elmuton again embraced her, and re- 

kind, sweet love, and 
fwllE kindness will I make thee great, 
Wlii iiiiss the cup with thee in pledge of 
faithr 

As Zoa was preparing the ambrosial 
draught, Elmuton disencumbered himself 
of his pelisse, his band, sabre, and the pon¬ 
derous keys of the castle-gate and the 
prison of Sadak. Tha^Aieart of Zoa pal¬ 
pitated as her eye caught the fatal instriK 
ment which debarred her lover from free¬ 
dom, and locked him as it were m death. 
The late perturbation Elmuton bad 



WANBBEIK<3^. 155 


dured harassed his spirits, and now tfilit 
he felt somewhat calm, he found his body 
oppressed by his exertion, and threw hira- 
sdf upon the couch, while Zoa prepared 
the sherbet, which she strongly impreg¬ 
nated with spices, and also infused the 
sleeping potion in great quantity’. 

With an arch assumption of gaiety she 
presented the goblet to the viceroy, who 
partook a copious draught of the inviting 
beverage. Zoa in pretence did the same, 
and again presented the vessel to her al¬ 
ready drowsy lord; and she now pi||^ued 
to lull his senses by singing. The^ re¬ 
mainder of the drink was swallowed by 
Elmuton, who in a more reclining pos¬ 
ture stretched himself on the sofa. Zoa 
sung the following, in a plaintive and lul¬ 
laby note: 


** Dare I still sweet hope to cherish, 

Dare I yield my soul to love, 

Cankering care no more to nourish, 

BlessM with happy freedom rove ? 

H Whisper, whisper, iate. 
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** Yes, the prospect is before nie, 

Heaty clouds are passing by— 

Shed, sweet hope, thine influence o’er me, 

Sad despair, I bid fliee fly— . 

Happy moment, stay 

** Darksome clouds, as day, shall light me— 
Fainting stars, propitious shine; 

Terror, Itence ! nor longer fright me— 

Libferty, I hail thee mine ! 

Welcome, welcome, night !*' 

Zba made the most of her song, nor 
did she cease to sing until Morpheus had 
made Elmuton all his own. The turban 
of caliph had dropped from his head 
—^he perceived it not; Zoa stole to the 
casement, and took a cautious survey of 
the court below—all was silent, save the 
boisterous talking of the collected sentries 
in the distant guard-room, who had strayed 
from their posts, to converse on the late 
outrage, and in many discussions lay out 
the future, and very cunningly give their 
opinion of the past, and argue what pro¬ 
motions were likely next to take place* 
Zoa carefully exappined the height, and 
to her surprise the fatal scarf was. still 
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suspended to the trellis. Her heart beat 
at the sight, and at once she revived to 
venture, and endeavour to rescue Sadak 
from his impending danger. She return¬ 
ed to the couch. Elmuton slept profound¬ 
ly. Again she hung on the notes of her 
song; he moved not, nor did the sound 
make any visible impression on him. She 
took the keys, and again sought the win¬ 
dow. Again she returned to the interior 
of her chamber. 

She now determined to vest herself in 
the robe of Elmuton ; it was done-~3llie 
sash or band was bound about her waist, 
the keys were secured therein, the sabre 
was suspended on her side, the glittering 
and well-known turban of the caliph graced 
%er brows. She viewed herself in the mir¬ 
ror ; her figure* was tall. The watchword 
she had heard often repeated in the course 
of the evening—it was known to her; the 
counters!^ was " pyramid;” she might 
pass for th'e caliph. She trembled. She 
was accoutred for thes^ enterprise; her 
endeavours might save the life of her 
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dear Sadak—perchance give them both 
liberty, and break the chains of slavery. 
She ,|;lided to the casem^t—leant over 
the ^llis—^seated herself on it. The 
scarf now supported her; she was suspend¬ 
ed—she found herself sinking; the scarf 
passed through her hands—^lier senses were 
wavering—she breathed not. Oh, fearful 
moment! Kind Heavens be praised! the 
pavement was reached in safety. Her 
sight swam—the wall supported her tot¬ 
tering frame—it was but transitory. All 
around was still. She was passing cautious¬ 
ly to the entrance of the dungeon, when 
her foot struck the reclining halbert of Sa¬ 
dak, which had not been removed ; it fell 
with a crash on the marble pavement; 
echo responded, doubled the sound, and 
brought the absent sentry to his duty. 
The terrified Zoa flew to the arched entiy 
of her Sadak’s prison, and prostrated her¬ 
self there. 

The guard took his rounds, &r enough 
to discover the cause of his alarm; many 
curses were heaped on ^the weapon as it 
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lay, and as though a contagion attended 
it, the guardsman kicked it on one side, 
and ^then aga^ sought his comrades in 
their rendezvous. 

All was once mdre tranquil. The gleam 
of the lamp was still visible in her cham¬ 
ber, but it seemed stationary, and bespoke 
all there was safe. A faint light was burn.^ 
ing within the entry of Sadak’s cell. She 
applied one of the keys to the lock—it 
fitted not; with trembling and fear the 
other was proved—it entered, and after a 
powerful endeavour, which demanded her 
entire strength, back flew the ponderous 
bolt, and the door slowly opened. 

The descent was steep; with a faltering 
step and palpitating heart she followed the 
"dark course. A heavy sigh struck her ear, 
whkh almost annihilated her ;y she sum¬ 
moned her fortitude, and gently called 
on the name of SJSak. Another, but 
deeper, and a heart-rending sigh, was the 
only response. Again she called ; a 
deathlike silence followed for a short spacer 
which the murmuring of the prisoner 
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disturbed, and in broken accents Zoa 
caught the sound of her own name. 
Now^ she more loudly hailed him, and 
bade him be of good cheer, as life, liberty, 
and his Zoa, were near%t hand. 

The wretched prisoner exclaimed— 
Blessed, blessed vision! by the power of 
the glorious sun, shew thy beloved form 
as in life to mine eyes, as plainly as the 
semblance of thy voice strikes mine ear, 
and I will die content and happy!” 

Zoa answ^ered, but in a greater heat of 
voice—“ Sadak, dear Sadak! it is your 
own beloved Zoa speaks to you, in life 
and in health! It is no vision, love! throw 
off all fear, assume thy utmost manhood^ 
for Zoa brings thee liberty !” 

The vision now fled from the mind of 
Sadak, and in an instant all doubts were 
removed, and the f8nd pair locked in 
each other’s arms. necessity of cau¬ 
tious expedition was soon understood, and 
quickly they groped their way upwards 
from the small and^dark recess. Soon 
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the faint light of the glimmering lamp 
shewed the path; they listened, and all 
was quiet. The open air refreshed their 
frames. 

The penetration of Zoa suggested that 
it was needful for Sadak to regain the still 
suspended scarf, the better to preserve ap¬ 
pearance, when they should reach the ouU 
side of the gate leading to the city; as it 

I 

was not probable the news of Sadak’s dis¬ 
grace could become known there until the 
gates were thrown open in the morning, 
and the usual intercourse take place. 

The scarf was soon recovered, and by 
the same means as it was first placed there. 
The dungeon door was again made se¬ 
cure, and the key preserved. The portal 
leading from the court to the outside 
of the walls was next sought; the key 
was applied, and by the strength of 
Sadak soon the wiling bolt yielded. 
Here they were instantly challenged by 
the outside sentry; at which rencontre Sa¬ 
dak hastily bound the now fortunate scarf 
about his head as a turban, and with a 



162 ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 

voice of authority, as he closed the gate 
after them, gave the city countersign, 
which was for this night “ Cleopatra.” 

The guard made the customary saluta¬ 
tion to his superior, and the timorous pair 
descended the steep without further mo¬ 
lestation, save the ceremony of passing the 
sentries. And as for their appearance be¬ 
ing mysterious, it was considered as no¬ 
thing uncommon, and therefore passed 
without any particular observation in this 
despotic and mystical country. 

Sgdak and Zoa knew not where to seek 
a place of shelter and security; but still 
hastily bent their course forward at ran¬ 
dom, being entire strangers to the town ; 
they however soon reached the suburbs, 
and were near the rivet side, when their 
progress was suddenly arrested by about a 
dozen Mamelukes, whom the caliph-like 
appearance of Zoa attracted, and on whom 
they seized, supposing her to be Elmuton. 

They were instantly forced to a seques¬ 
tered abode, where a large body of Mame¬ 
lukes were assembled in secret cabal, and 
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by tbeiTj the fugitives were questioned as 
to their identity, and the mistake soon 
discovered, much to the disappointment 
of thTe sect, who would have gloried in this 
opportunity to have dispatched the tyrant 
of their liberties. 

Sadak knowing how strong these people 
were in opposition to the ruling power, at 
once made himself and Zoa known, with 
all the circumstances attending their past 
fates. 

The key of the castle-gate was instant¬ 
ly taken from them, and secured bjj^he 
chief of the party. Part of the valuable 
ornaments of the caliph’s turban and 
sword carriage was also taken, and the re- 
mainder returned to Sadak, for thfeir own 
use. Thus wei^e they enriched niost un¬ 
expectedly, for the valuable gems and pre¬ 
cious stones thus stolen passed unnoticed 
by them, until the Mlimelukes reminded 
them ^ tbem. 

The wanderers were well treated for 
their information and riches, and placed 
in a safe asylum, until an opportunity 
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should offer for their deliverance, or the 
assistance of Sadak be demanded, in the 
irruption which he perceived was growing 
rapidly to maturity. 

The night passed in and about the cas¬ 
tle without any further disturbance, save 
t\\Q pro and con created by the overthrow 
and capture of the favourite chief of the 
viceroy; and anxiously was the hour for 
his execution anticipated, both by the 
haters of Paganism and those who had 

O 

been jealous of his advancement, while it 
wa%iookcd on by the partisans of the late 
Sebastian as a just retribution of the pro¬ 
phet. 

The sun had risen two hours, and yet 
no command had been delivered from the 
caliph for the execution of Sadak to take 
place. Nulac was now considered the 
principal officer for the present, and to him 
were repeated appeals made for orders. 
He had none to give; Elmuton was not 
yet stirring, and all seemed at a stand-stilL 

The head eunuch, captain Tabel, was 
next sought; all he could say was, Elmu- 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 16\5 

ton went late the last evening to the cham¬ 
ber of his new female favourite, the beau¬ 
tiful ^Zoa, and had not yet made his ap¬ 
pearance ; and he valued his head too 
much to disturb the caliph in his amours. 

The soldiery were becoming clamour¬ 
ous. A consultation was holden of the 
chief officers, and it was at once deter¬ 
mined to send Ayesha, the governess of 
the harem, to tlic cliambcr of the Pagan 
wench, and remind the caliph of the fast 
wasting day. 

This bLing settled, the governante%as 
dispatched, by the orders of the chief eu¬ 
nuch in council, the great cap tain. Tabel, 
on her important but dangerous niission ; 
and with heels heavy as lead, heart cold as 
ice, and head bewildered like a butterfly 
in a sliowcr, the old Jezabel took her re¬ 
luctant way to the chamber of Cupid and 
Venus, or rather of Beauty and the Beast. 
Like a modest chamber-maid, the old 
hag tapped gently at the door of the apart¬ 
ment, and awaitedf a summons to enter- 
She received no answer; knocked loud 
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all was still as the chamber of death. She 
applied her ear to the keyhole—her eye 
the same; no information could she gain. 
It seemed very strange. She laid fier 
hand on the hasp—open flew the door; 
there lay Elmuton, sound asleep, and 
snoring like an alderman after a city de¬ 
bauch. She ventured to the side of his 
couch, but no Zoa was to be perceived— 
no blood upon the floor—no trunkless 
head, nor headless trunk, could she ob¬ 
serve. This was stranger still. Oh, the 
Pagan’s devil must for certain have flown 
away with the beautiftil imp ! 

The modfest Ayesha now became bold 
enough to jog the mighty caliph by the 
elbow. He only snored a rebuff, and 
turned on his other side. What could be 
the reason ? In her eye Elmuton looked 

W ‘ * t 

beautiful when asleep ; she should like to 
steal a kiss for the honour of the thing. 
She did so—still he awoke not; not even 
the warmth of cliarming^seigniora Ayesha’s 
lips awoke him. Oh, he must most cer¬ 
tainly be in a terrible fit! She shook him 
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violently; he turned, yawned, and ex¬ 
claimed—“ Oh, beautiful and lovely crea¬ 
ture, entwine thine arms around me, and 
smother me in bliss!” And actually, in the 
ecstacy of his thoughts, Elmuton caught 
the ugly old hag around the waist, and hug¬ 
ged her on the couch. 

The modesty of the ancient maiden 
was shocked; she attempted to give a sen¬ 
sitive sort of a scream, but it proved more 
like the discordant screech of the owl, 
which thoroughly awoke the viceroy, and 
discovering the falsity of his visiqp^ he 
threw the tender Ayesha such a distance 
from him, and with such|ftinlover-like 
force, that she rolled over and over pn the 
floor, which sadly discomposed the order 
of her dress, and quite shocked her mo¬ 
desty, beside bi::jj|si]^ her in several places, 
which she could notf with propriety shew 
to all the world. And when she could 
properly recover her perpendicular, she 
flew out of the chamber, and made her 
friend Tabel the eunuch acquainted with 
every minute particular of Elmu ton’s out- 
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‘ mge; who, by the bye, did not understand 
half the meaning of the maltreatment of 
the amorous caliph. 

Presently she was followed by the half- 
naked and furious Elmuton, when the 
whole mystery was fully developed. Sa- 
dak was ordered for immediate execution, 
and a great reward offered for the slave 
Zoa. 

The dungeon of Sadak was explored 
—no culprit could be found. The keys 
Elmuton held were missing, as well as his 
valuable turban and costly sword and car¬ 
riage. No one had witnessed their escape, 
although eacl^wore, by all the oaths of the 
Mussulrnen, from the beard of the prophet 
to the milk-white tail of Mahomet’s ass, he 
had not bee'h absent one moment from his 
duty. It was agreed T)y the credulous 
part of these Ottome1l^4hat Sadak was no- 
' thing else but the archd&viU and Zoa ma¬ 
dam Beehehuh; and in this pretty con¬ 
sternation we will for the present leave the 
hopeful city of Cairo. 
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CHAPTER VL 


Oh that I had nor home, country, nor friend. 

And all the world to me an empty void— 

No thought but what the piisbing moment brought, 

Nor cares but such as Nature’s calls create ! 

Like the poor idiot then my life would pass. 

Nor hope, nor fear, for tins nor that to come. 

OriginaL 


Since the departure of Orinda and Kil- 
rest, the ruins in the ravine was a melan¬ 
choly abode for the Christians. The youiiff 
Oscar recovered his strength and health 
hourly, and in three days from the accident 
was able to leave the cavern, and occasion¬ 
ally partake with his sorrowful father and 
brother the fresIS^r in the environs. The 
old hermit Ishmaud came daily to visit 
and administer relief, Selinus and the re- 
cluse had formed a great attachment to 
each other. Yet the merchant could not 
VOL. in. I 
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by any means whatever obtain what Ish- 
inaud formerly had been, nor could he 
form in his mind any knowledge of him, 
prior to their first interview in the solitary 
dell, on the skirts of the yellow desert, 
the day the caravan halted, and put the 
whole hand of gipsies in such busy com¬ 
motion and bustle, which in the end add¬ 
ed considerably to their revenue, for when 
the motley queer band returned in the 
evening with the profits of their arts, 
tricks, and chicanery, the Christians had 
the opportunity of witnessing, and were 
surprised at the bulk of their booty, and 
despite of their anxious and sorrowing 
thoughts, wef*e forced to be amused with 
the account they gave to each other of 
their exploits, and boasted how success¬ 
fully they had duped the travellers. 

The w^hole of this dayjfehmaud spent at 

'ft ^ 

the cavern in the ruins, purposely to avoid 
the importunities and rude gaze of curious 
strangers, much to the disprofit of the 
guides, who had conducted them to his 
wretched abode, while his friend and com- 
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panion Kesto lurked about the caravansary, 
to obtain information from Thebes, and 
learn how the world of public affairs 
passed ; but nothing could the Christians 
hear from him or from the gipsies, save 
that there was much mystery attached to 
the caravan, which was passing on to 
Cairo, and that some Mamelukes were pas¬ 
sengers in it, while others were dropping 
down the Nile, for the same destination. 

Whatever the recluses had heard to give 
them satisfaction, was unknown to those 
in the ruins; but certainly from this day 
the countenance of Kesto in particular 
wore a much brighter aspect, and he ap¬ 
peared most anxious for the return of Kil- 
rest. 

t 

The protracted return of Or^da and 
the gipsy visiblyjpreyed on the mind of 
the prince—he looked the statue of despair, 
his days were wretched, and his nights 
were restless; during the space between 
the rising of the sun until darkness had 
drawn her sable veil over the face of the 

1 ^ 
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earth, would he pace up and down to the 
heights above the ruins, and with strain¬ 
ing eyes trace the road leading from Cairo. 
Then would he repeatedly inquire the dis¬ 
tance from the city, and how soon it was 
possible a mule could perform the journey: 
again would he ask which were the most 
darigerous parts of the road, where the 
most perilous, and what the best method 
to avoid the common evils travellers in 
this country are liable to : then would 
he importune to know which they consi¬ 
dered the most baneful and mischievous 
of the brute or reptile creation for passen¬ 
gers to meet—in what manner they en¬ 
countered their prey, and in what parts 
they mostly lurked. The season of the 
fifty winds had so far subsided as not to 
be apprehended in a dangerous way, yet 
every breeze which stirred the branches of 
the trees was magnified by the fears of the 
tender husband into mighty hurricanes, 
and each light and frivolous cloud of dust 
which arose in his sight, was by his alarms 
fornird into a terrible and overwhelming 
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sand-storm. Every slight gust of wind 
which murmured among the crevices in 
the rocks and ruins his anxiety enlarged, 
until in imagination they rolled in loud 
and appalling peals of thunder. At 
night, when the inmates of the cavern 
were soundly sleeping, would he sit on 
his mat, and listen until his limbs be¬ 
came stiff* in the straining posture; then 
throw himself full length, fix his sleepless 
eyes on the lamp, and form a thousand 
horrible resemblances in the shadows : or, 
when all was still, would he steal to the 
post of the \ratchman, and disturb him by 
idle and vague inquiries, and question him 
as to what sounds he bad heard oii the 
road. Thus he passed the time in dread¬ 
ful watchfulness; and although so few 
days and nights had elapsed, he had be¬ 
come pale and haggard doublefold to what 
he was when first he entered the ruins, 
when he was suffering every privation for 
the necessaries of life. 

The suffering of poor old Selinus was 
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quite as acute, but appeared in a different 
manner. Every opportunity would he 
get by himself into some obscure corner 
or unfrequented part, and sit and brood 
over his aiHieties and sorrows; sometimes 
for an hour,, without noticing aught that 
was passing, remain with his face buried 
in his hands, and rocking his body with a 
monotonous motion—or folding his arms, 
stand with his face close to the rock or 
wall, until he became lost to every thing 
save his troubles. At other times would 
he be found in fervent prayer to that 
power til at watches and provides alike for 
man and beast, until a generous flow of 
tears would awake him to a proper sense 
of reason and moral philosopliy; then 
again would he return to the sick couch 
of his new-found son, ponder over the past> 
and trusting in an all-wise Providence^ 
hope for the future, until weary nature 
combating with his age, he would sink 
into a short but disturbed slumber. 

The sun had withdrawn his rays, and 
was no longer visible. Oscar was sleeping 
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in the cavern, after having taken an un¬ 
usual exertion among the shady recesses of 
the ruins, when Selinus and Felix wan¬ 
dered to the entrance of the, ravine, and 
the road Kilrest and Orinda w#e expect¬ 
ed to return by. 

Melancholy and sad were the few words 
which passed between them. Selinus en¬ 
couraged his son, as he ever called Felix, 
to support with fortitude his suspense and 
separation, when they were surprised by 
a distant cloud of dust, which seemed to 
advance over the green plain, as it was 
called, onward toward the ravine. Soon 
their anxious eyes descried a horseman, 
and presently the voice of a man was dis¬ 
tinctly heaM crying—Hollo ! hollo ! 
hollo!” 

Felix exclaimed in raptures—Heaven 
be praised, it is Kilrest! see, see how ra¬ 
pidly he goads his poor mule onward! the 
sand flies before him, as though he was 
borne by the clouds along.” And be¬ 
fore they had time to proceed many paces 
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in meeting him, the gipsy was at their 
side. 

He instantly threw himself from the 
back of tl|e jaded animal, faint and breath¬ 
less with n^s exertion; for he had perform¬ 
ed the wonderful distance from Cairo since 
a short time before daybreak the same 
morning, although the route he came was 
but about twenty-five English miles; still 
it was wonderful to perform in a country 
like this, and in the full heat of day. The 
first words he articulated were—“ The 
world stands still, and all the Zodiac is at 
hard war !’* 

Selin us and Felix were terrified at his 
manner; but these nondescjript words made 
them fear his wits had forsaken him. 
Orinda w'as not to be seen, and in a trans¬ 
port of agony, Felix exclaimed—“ Mer¬ 
ciful Power! Kilrest, tell me what is the 
matter ?” 

The gipsy wiped the streaming perspi¬ 
ration from his brows, and answered— 
“ There is no matter now—all nature is 
run dry. The sun of late went drunk at 
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night to bed, and could not at his wonted 
time get up—the moon wept herself blind, 
ahd so lost her way—Venus ^^grown mo¬ 
dest—the Virgin is turned oiit a jilt—the 
Bull is a bore—the Ham is become a stoic 
—the Twins are proved to be bastards, 
and will be sent adrift—the Lion and tlie 
Goat have exchanged spheres—the Crab 
has caught the Archer by the heel—the 
Balance is out of poise, and quite over¬ 
turned—the Fishes wear the Scorpion’s 
sting—and the Scorpion basks upon the 
Milky-way; the world is out of joint, and 
men run mad!” 

Selinus was^fearful the gipsy had run 
mad, and in much tribulation inquired for 
his daugliter, and if she was safe. 

Felix followed in the same strain, but 
with more impetuosity to rave for his wife. 

The curious gipsy fetched a dee|) breath, 
and said—Ask me not so fast. Oh, oh, 
my star is shot, and henceforward consider 
all astrologers as fools!” 

Felix’s emotions were so alarming, he 

1 3 
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could scarcely articulate these words— 
Oh tell me, have you then miscarried in 
this fatal enterprise, and in your travel for¬ 
feited my wife ?” 

Kilrest replied—** That I have miscar¬ 
ried is most certain, and that your wife is 
carried safely to a prison is most certain 
too; and now we, like good and careful 
nurses, must endeavour to get her well out 
of her confinement ” 

Selinus reddened at this report, and in 
a mixture of feeling too distressing to de¬ 
scribe, said—“ The cruel monsters have 
not dared to imprison her! she has not 
broken their laws! I will ||istantly to the 
sultan, and demand her libemtion.” 

Felix laid his hand on his sword, for 
the gipsies had provided him witli such 
for his own personal safety, and vocife¬ 
rated—^ I will instantly to the cruel El- 
muton, and demand her, and even 
through my father^s blood regain her T 
Kilrest with much sangfroid replied-— 
Tut, tut, tut! my hot-bra^^ed fighter, all 
that will not do! I should have been 
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back here two hours since, but that time 
lost may be our entire gain.” He then, 
as^they passed onward to the ruins, re¬ 
lated the heads of all that had recently 
transpired at Grand Cairo. 

When the gipsy came to the recital of 
Orinda’s cause of being confined in the 
dark tower, both the merchant and the 
prince had great difficulty in holding their 
existence; but as soon as he made known 
the eunuch Tabel and Nulac had both 
given their words to befriend her, the in¬ 
tensity of their fears subsided; for the real 
friendship of Tabcl w^ well known to 
the young prince, as well as his weak foi¬ 
bles. For the fate of p 9 or old Moijrod 
both the Christians shed tears of sorrow ; 
but the assurance of Kilrest that he would 
ultimately recover, was also a balm to their 
sorrows. The vile attack on tbef life of 
Elmuton distressed his discarded son to a 
degree not to be imagined, after knowing 
the sufferings he had endured fffun his 
cruel decrees; but the fate of Sebastian 
was heard by bofh with a religious feel- 
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ing which became them, as being mew 
and Christians. r/ 

Kilrest then informed them the cause-of 
his delay, after leaving the suburbs, and 
was some distance on his way, when he* 
fell in with a sort of camp, composed 
Christians, Mamelukes, and deserters from 
the caliph’s service, who were burning for 
insurrection, with different views, but all 
tending to the same point, namely, the 
overthrow of the present system which 
governed Cairo. The Christians, he said,, 
were ripe to resent their late injuries and 
insults, and the i^ongs of the good Seli- 
nus, who was now outlawed by a decree 
of the caliph—the Mamelukes were high 
in resentment for insults and cruelties prac¬ 
tised so long and so unwarrantably upon 
them—the sober and thinking part of the 
soldiery were become ashamed to see the 
power of the caliph abused and mocked 
by upstarts, created hourly by the influ¬ 
ence of Sebastian, whom it was plain to- 
be perceived had aimed, in despite of laws^ 
civU or religious, at the government of 
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Cairo, and to place himself on the caliph’s 
throne—Besides,” he continued, “ the 
Mafneliikes have lately had information 
from their friends at Thebes, that the ca- 
lu)h Osmar is still alive, and they are now 
mnging all their strength together, to 
endeavour to reinstate him, or some other 
of their sect, although near twenty years 
have elapsed since a rebellion placed El- 
muton on the throne, and Osmar was sup¬ 
posed to be murdered in his summer pa¬ 
lace on the banks of the Nile, by the se¬ 
cret orders of the present caliph.” 

Kilrest informed them he met the cara¬ 
van which was passing from Thebes to 
Cairo, and could learn little but that it 
bore some supplies to Elmuton, which he 
had borrowed, and was w ofully in n^ed of; 
and that the passengers were mostly Ma¬ 
melukes in various disguises, making their 
way to their friends tt Cairo, and to be in 
readiness to give their assistance; while 
others were hourly dropping down the 
Nile to prevent suspicion. He then told 
them it was his intention to collect all the 
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force he could from the tribe, and descend 
on Cairo, to render aid on the instant, for 
that was the only method to preserve 
Orinda, and in which opinion he had been 
joined by many Christians at their cam]^ 
and to whom he communicated the safety 
of their respected Selinus and the discard¬ 
ed prince, and they would now be anx¬ 
iously awaiting their arrival^ and as for 
Orinda, he had no fear for her safety, pro¬ 
vided they were expeditious, as the laws 
of Cairo forbid the caliph putting a Chris¬ 
tian female to death; but this was intend¬ 
ed to be evg^d^by the sentence which 
was passed on tier, as the tortures she was 
doomed to endure were intended to draw 
a confession from her how she came pos¬ 
sessed of the state jewels; for should it 
come to the sultan’s knowledge Elmuton 
had sold them, his head would surely an¬ 
swer for it. 

When this curious king of the ravine 
entered the cavern, he was greeted by his 
fellows as a king beloved by his subjects; 
yet when his mishap was known, and the 
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fate of Orinda, with the proposals how to 
rescue her, each man of the tribe was 
eager to shew his willingness for the en¬ 
terprise to follow the fortunes of their 
cbjef, and hazard their lives in the at¬ 
tempt. 

In the hurry, consternation, and anx¬ 
iety of the time, the distressing accident 
of Oscar was neglected to be told to Kil- 
rest, and when he inquired for his protegii^ 
which he did when the first transports 
were subsided, each felt ashamed at his 
neglect; but when the interview took place 
between this curious niixl^^^good and ill 
and his poor wounded boy, the scene was 
truly affecting, and would have honoured 
a king who ruled the proudest empire in 
the world. Kilrest leant over him and 
wept, like a fond mother over the death¬ 
bed of a favourite child, and with real and 
tender solicitude bewailed his misfortune. 
He then carefully exanoined the nature of 
the wound, and what had been applied to 
it, all which seemed perfectly to his satis¬ 
faction, and with pleasure perceived it to 
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be fast healing; he then prayed in an un¬ 
sophisticated, humble, and simple manner; 
but it was a prayer which came from the 
heart, and shewed the man, with all his 
faults, follies, and imperfections, was not 
wholly lost to the comforts of religion; 
nor did he for the remainder of the even¬ 
ing remove from his bedside, but took his 
refreshment and gave his orders there. 

When he w^as informed the recluses of 
the dell were most anxious for his return, 
and requested to be made known on the 
instant with it, Kilrest paused for a mo¬ 
ment, and seemed much surprised—then 
commanded a posse of men to wait on 
them, and bring them to the ruins with¬ 
out delay; this xader was soon put into 
execution, and several gipsies departed as 
an escort. 

In the mean time, previous to the arri¬ 
val of the hermits, much business was en¬ 
tered upon, tending to their hasty depar¬ 
ture, and the necessity of expedition; all 
hands were busy in preparing for the de¬ 
scent from the ruins, which was intended 
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should take place as soon as the necessary 
preparations could be made. 

As soon as Ishmaud and Kesto entered 
theMavern, the latter approached Selinus, 
and gave the usual salutation of the Otto¬ 
man, but yet in so fervent a manner, the 
merchant felt much surprised, as Kesto 
had ever been reserved and even morose 
towards him. Ishmaud gave only the 
sign of acknowledgment to the Christians, 
and passed on to the couch of Oscar, where 
Kilrest was still seated: the poor youth 
had dropped asleep; Kesto joined them, 
and in a few minutes Ishmaud, Kesto, and 
Kilrest, retired to a secluded part of the 
cavern—they remained in long and ear¬ 
nest confabulation. 

Selinus was a man experienced in the 
world, and scrutinoiisfy observed their 
demeanour, and by the faint light of the 
lamp, discovered Kesto and Kilrest fre¬ 
quently to turn their eyes upon the spot 
where himself and Felix sat. He became 
rather alarmed. Felix caught the im¬ 
pulse—‘.they joined hands, but spoke not. 
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The thought of deceit and robbery now 
forcibly struck them; Kilrest had ever 
been a desperate cunning character; Seli- 
nus had still property of much valuft in 
his possession; Orinda had not been .re¬ 
stored—most likely the jewels they sought 
at Cairo had been regained, as Kilrest had 
said and acknowledged, but the poor un¬ 
fortunate Orinda had fallen a sacrifice to 
the gipsy’s craft and villainy-^perhaps the 
two mysterious hermits were but vile part¬ 
ners in the deception and fraud, and most 
likely the youth Oscar was imposed on 
him the better to answer their purposes; 
yet the private mark he bore on his tem¬ 
ple cancelled that idea; and the vile tricks 
of the gipsies were surmountable to com¬ 
mon honesty in all respects: perchance the 
trio were now^ in tensultation how to dis¬ 
patch them, and in what manner to take 
their lives, and dispose of the property. 
Such were the thoughts of the Christians^ 
yet they communicated thejn not to each 
other. 

At length they all three broke off their 
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conversation, and joined Selinus and Fe¬ 
lix. Tlie chief of the gipsies seemed in 
deep cogitation, and for a time all was si¬ 
lent# At length Kilrest, addressing him¬ 
self to Kesto, said, in rather a discomposed 
voice—“ Kesto, it must not be so—the 
merchant must know this business, or I 
do it not.” 

Ishmaud then stepped forward, and re¬ 
plied—Kibest, let us retire with the 
merchant a while.” 

Selinus was now truly alarmed at this 
mysterious behaviour, and answered with 
some warmth—I will not retire from 
this place. If thou hast aught to say to 
me, say it openly—i will hear nothing 
without Felix joins in the communica¬ 
tion.” 

The gipsy then in a softened voice said 
—My good and worthy Christian, I have 
just learnt somewhat of the mystery which 
hangs over the fate of these two solitary 
men; something they have developed, yet 
nothing explanatory. Be not you alarm¬ 
ed, good Selinus; I perceive your anx- 
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iety; this is not the place for me to prac¬ 
tise cunning and mystery—it would not 
answer my ends, nor with you do 1 wish 
it. I am requested to send, or rather* go 
myself, across the country onwards to the 
Nile, there to stop a certain person in his 
progress to Cairo, who is from Thebes; 
I cannot do it; I have registered my oath 
at Cairo to return as soon as possible, and 
rescue Orinda; I must—I will do it, or 
die in the attempt!” 

After this a silence and sort of apathy 
reigned for a time, when Kilrest conti¬ 
nued—“ Ishmaud and Kesto, your wish 
can yet be complied with, without my 
forfeiting my oath, and all ends be an¬ 
swered, and that on the instant: if you 
will indite a scroll, my old and faithful 
companion here shall, with two others, 
hence and fulfil thy commission as faith¬ 
fully as myself.” 

He then called to the ancient gipsy 
whom we have before spoken of, and in¬ 
troduced him to the notice of the hermits. 
After a little consultation among them. 
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it seemed to be agreed on, and soon a 
scroll was filled by Ishmaud, sealed, and 
dispatched by three gipsies, who took the 
same number of mules, and which was 
their whole stock, save the one which had 
brought Kilrest from Cairo; yet nothing 
could the Christians learn further than 
what passed in the prior part of the con¬ 
versation. 

The topic now was their departure from 
the ravine: Oscar it was impossible to re¬ 
move in his present state; besides he would 
be more hindrance than help—he must 
therefore perforce be left behind; yet there 
was a danger attending that, for should 

these rascally Arabs return on this side 

•• 

the desert and find the tribe absent, there 
^vas very little doubt but they would ran¬ 
sack the ruins, and vent their horrible re¬ 
venge on those whom they should find 
therein ; for the seignior of the caravansary 
had informed Kilrest, when lie paid his 
last visit there prior to his going to Cairo, 
that the Arabs had at departing vowed to 
revenge the death of the two of their race 
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whom they found half consumed so near 
the ravine, and which they fully believed 
to bfe the drt^adful work of the gang in 
the ruins; it was therefore agreed to re¬ 
move him to the abode of Ishmaud in the 
solitary dell, until the object of their ex¬ 
pedition should be gained. 

Kesto then made known his intention 
of accompanying them, and giving his as¬ 
sistance in the insurrection. It was then 
determined to send forthwith for the seig¬ 
nior of the caravansary, and consult with 
him for the providing of what mules and 
horses he could procure for the journey 
and undertaking. 

Selinus instantly offered his wealth for 
the indemnification, which the cunning 
gipsy at once begged him to decline, and 
remain silent on that head, leaving the 
whole matter for him to adjust—“ For,** 
said this knowing king i^ry significantly, 
“this same host of thecaravansaryiyou must 
know, is as great a rogue as 1 am; and if 
the knowledge of your riches was to come 
to his understanding, there would be no 
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end to his demands, for if he had any con¬ 
science, it was a complete circle and no end 

to it.” > 

% 

A gipsy was then dispatched for this 
important personage, and to , bring him 
back on the instant to the ruins. 

As all affairs seemed to be going on 
right, liis majesty of the cavern betook 
him to rest until the arrival of mine 
host” of the carffvansary. "Fiie grey as¬ 
pect of morn began to spread over the 
east ere the man of accommodation ar¬ 
rived, when the news he brought caused 
a terrible and perplexing consternation to 
all parties assembled in the cavern, for in 
the course of the night the fearful band of 
Arabs had returned from the yellow de¬ 
sert in higli dudgeon, and quite as poor 
as when they last left it; the caravan which 
they intended to have attacked and plun¬ 
dered proved too powerful for their 
strength, and kept in such close order in 
travel as precluded all possibility of rob¬ 
bery. The seignior would have refused 
the poor disappointed devils acconimoda- 
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tion had they not demeaned themselves 
rather desperately, and which frightened 
him^nto a c^npliance; they also, he^ con¬ 
tinued, intended to make an assault on 
the ruins,..not so much for the sake of 


plunder, but to take revenge for the many 
injuries they had received at the Iiands of 
the gipsies of Kilrest’s gang. 

This was alarming information, and at 
so particular a juncturd^most unfortunate, 
as it would mar the exj^ditipn, and put 
his majesty quite at his wit’s end ; Kilrest 
well knew the Arabs would not be long 
in putting their threat into execution, as 
their poverty was a powerful stimulus to 
their desperation, and as nothing of con¬ 
sequence was known to be on the road, it 
was probable the coming day would not 
be allowed to pass ere they paid the pro¬ 
jected visit. The gipsies were not afraid 


of the Arabs, liad ^ley double their 
strength, in the attack on the ruins, the 
fastnesses of which, and the obstacles they 


could throw in the way of the besiegers. 


making them in a manner impregnable, and 
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the stratagems used by the gipsies were 
always sure to prove successful, the super¬ 
stitious Arabs invariably ^^turnin^from 
their hostile endeavours from the .ravine 
in discomfiture, and often with the loss of 
some of their companions; but at this 
time to besiege the ruins was truly unfor¬ 
tunate, and there appeared no remedy to 
prevent it. IMany projects were proposed, 
but none j'seemed to hit the mark. At 
length |shnj^pd inquired if the Arabs 
were acquainted witli the distracted state 
of Cairo, and that an insurrection was 
shortly to be feared? 

The seignior of the caravansary answer¬ 
ed he did not believe they were. 

Ishmaud then advised, as the only plan 
to get rid of them from their neighbour¬ 
hood, to inform them of it, and as the 
ambidexterity of these marauding tribes 
was so well known, most likely they 
would away t^the vicinity of the city, in 
expectation of being engaged either by 
one party or the other. 

VOL. III. K 
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This proposal seemed to give general 
satisfaction, except to Kilrest, who re¬ 
mained mute, and deeply in thought. At 
lengtfi he started on his legs, and in a 
transport exclaimed—** I have it—I have 
hit it! by the beauty of Mahomet’s wliitc 
mule, I have it!” He tlien turned sud¬ 
denly on the host of the caravansary— 
and by the bye it is quite time we intro¬ 
duced him by his name, which was Elus- 
terious—and continued—“ ¥ow, seignior, 
as you and I have long been neighbours 
and tolerable good fri(;nds, do let us once 
in our lives liavc one honest dealing.” 

Blusterious answered—“ \'\liy, neigli- 
hour Kilrest, we have most certainly had 
much dealing together; but about honesty 
—it is a commodity so strange to you and 
I, that I don’t know I ever heard you name 
it before, and I am sure it was never 
thought of when you and I dealt, for if I 
buy of you, I am sure to bl* taken in, and 
if you purchase from me and are deceived, 
why then the fault is not mine, nor do 1 
think that ever happened,” 
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" AVell, well,” said Kilrest, a truce to 
our bickerings about honesty, seignior 
Blust^irious; in the matter rfew coming 
before us, let us have plain dealing, and 
all will be right. You know I am just 
returned from Cairo, where I have been 
on most urgent business, and was for some 
time in the presence of, and had a great 
deal of conversation with, the great ca¬ 
liph Elmuton, the purport of which you 
may guess, wlicn^ inform you I am again 
going to the city with all the force I can 
take with me, and must have what horsCwS 
and mules you can spare immediately for 
the expedition, and as an indemnity for 
them, shall give you down a hundred broad 
gold pieces.” 

The gipsy then took from a certain part 
of his dress which shall be nameless, a 
bag, containing the number specified; at 
the sight of which JBlusterious started, as 
though the spectre of Mahomet had ap¬ 
peared before him, and the first words he 
uttered were—The prophet glorify EI- 

K 2 
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muton and long may he reign, to the dis¬ 
comfiture of his enemies ! say 1; and may 
you and your gallant band be the means 
of liis doing so ! Seignior Kilrest, I will 
haste away on the instant, and make eve¬ 
ry preparation needful for your expedi¬ 
tion.” 

Kilrest bade him stay a while, as he had 
more business for him. The gipsy then 
led Selinus and Felix forward, who had 
remained in the background since the en¬ 
trance of seignior Biusterious to the ca¬ 
vern, and who was wdiolly ignorant of 
their being in the ruins, and whom the 
queer king thus introduced — “ Friend 
Biusterious, these two seigniors you per¬ 
ceive are Christians by their garb, and 
are merchants, whom the caliph El- 
mu ton has somehow or other offended, 
and whom I found here awaiting most 
anxiously my return, and w^ould fain en¬ 
gage me and my party in their interest, in 

V 

the affray which is likely to happen be¬ 
tween the viceroy and their sect. Now 
as I have solemnly pledged myself^ and 
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intend to be at the castle of Cairo by a 
certain time, perforce I cannot serve them. 
Such being the case, I will engage to say 
this'same merchant will give down on the 
instant twenty broad pieces of gold, as 
hire to these rascally Arabs, if tliey will 
lend themselves to his assistance, and pro¬ 
ceed instantly by the high caravan route 
toward Grand Cairo, and halt on the little 
plain beside the burying-ground, where 
they will be nipt by this same merchant, 
the night after the coming one, and where 
they will also find a small camp of the se¬ 
ditious, when the remainder of the wages 
for their services shall be paid down, ma¬ 
king the amount one hundred broad 
pieces of the same kind as this earnest.” 

Selinus in an instant understood the 
gipsy's meaning perfectly, and paid over 
the sum proposed. 

Blusterious caught at the proposal with 
alacrity, and soon made himself master of 
the gold, at the same time saying he should 
take especial good care to deduct what the 
Arabs were indebted to him, and there 
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was no doubt the marauders would cheer¬ 
fully assent to the proposal, as their present 
poverty was distressing, and who won or 
who lost in the affray was immaterial to 
them; the pay was liberal, and the hope of 
plunder would make them fight like devils, 
even was it against their own brethren; be¬ 
sides it was tlie custom of these tribes to 
contend for the master who paid them 
best. They had often received the hire of 
Elmiiton, and knew his terms; but they 
now would cheerfully act against him, ^ 
concluded by wishung the Christians every 
success. He expressed his willingness at 
any time to become their agent, bi what¬ 
ever affair they might be pLased to em¬ 
ploy him. 

A bowl of strongly-spiced milk sealed 
the contract, and he was departing with 
a heavy pur-c and a light heart, when 
Kilrest cautioned him not to commence 
preparation on his account till the infernal 
Arabs were clearly departed, and had pro¬ 
ceeded on the high road to Cairo. All 
being perfectly understood between the 
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parties in the cavern, seignior Blusterious 
made the best of his way back to the ca¬ 
ravansary. 

t)ur host had no sooner left the cavern, 
than the stratagem of this cunning king 
oi’ contrivance was hailed as the very acme 
of Hchomes, by which they added strength 
to their forces, and ridded themselves of a 
domestic enemy ; and as to their meeting 
in the fiehl of action, it was considered of 
no consecjuencc, as there all private pique 
was set at nought for the time, and the 
object of their employer only looked to. 

In tlie course of a shorter period than 
could he expected, the spies on the heights 
obseivcd tlh oaiul of Arabs to be on the 
move in the road towards the ruins. All 
hearts palpitated lest Blusterious should 
play them foul, and they were coming to 
make their proposed attack on the ruins. 
Every precaution was speedily taken, in 
case it should prove so in the sequel; the 
avenues were blocked—the tame serpents 
loosed in the dark entrances — trained 
wolves secured in the passages, and the 
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savage wolf-dogs got in readiness—while 
old and frightful mummies were scattered 
here and there, to scare the superstitious 
Arabs; but as it happened, they passed 
through the ravine, and besieged the ruins 
only with curses and invective, vowing 
revenge on the inmates when they should 
return from their rebellious enterprise. 

All was thus far safe and well. Several 
gipsies were then dispatched to observe 
the route of the Arabs, and soon was their 
usual distant signal given that all was well 
and right. Kilrest was in high spirits, and 
sent others off to assist in bringing sup¬ 
plies of horses and mules from the cara¬ 
vansary. 

In the mean time it was determined 
Ishmaud should remain at the cavern, 
now all was safe, with Oscar and the wo¬ 
men. This gave general satisfaction; and 
the host Blusterious and the gipsies ar¬ 
rived with the troop. Little ceremony 
was used at parting, save with Oscar, Se- 
linus, and Felix; but the cheering pro¬ 
spect of again soon meeting, and in hap- 
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pier circumstances, checked the ebulli¬ 
tions which might otherwise accrue, 

Ishmaud whispered Selin us, and bade 
him to be careful of the sealed scroll he 
had intrusted him with in the dell some 
few days since, and which was directed to 
a person of some consequence at Thebes; 
circumstances having now changed, perad- 
venture he might meet him at Cairo; if he 
should not do so, and any ill should befall 
him, he might then read the contents, and 
destroy the parchment. The old man 
then gave his blessing on them and their 
endeavours, and the gang departed in high 
spirits, on the least frequented, altiiough 
by far the most difficult but much the 
nearest route to Grand Cairo. 

Every search was made after Sadak and 
Zoa, but in vain, so secret were they 
kept by the Mamelukes, who almost re¬ 
verenced them for the service they had 
rendered them in preserving the key of 
the castle. The riches too produced from 
the costly ornaments of Elmuton were of 

K 3 
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essential service in the present emergency ; 
and in despite of the large rewards which 
were offered for their apprehension, still 
their preservers were generous in their 
charge, and they remained in perfect hap¬ 
piness and security. 

Elmuton acted like a madman; he was 
duped, even threatened, by the creatures 
in power of his own creation, while the 
adherents to the Sebastian system were 
insolent and base to the greatest degree,; 
and so imj^olitic was he, that the head of 
the late commander was exposed on the 
most degrading height of the city, which 
served only to irritate his partisans, and 
fan the flame of resentment. The caliph 
too had given orders for the death of 
Orinda, but was dissuaded by Monrod, 
Nulac, and Tabel, from having them put 
into execution, lest it should the more 
enrage the Christians; and most urgent 
was he that she should make some disclo¬ 
sures, by which he might make it appear 
to the world she had purloined the jewels, 
which were only pawned to Selinus, as he 
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would wish it to appear, although he had 
inadvertently in his first rage said he had 
sold them to the cunning merchant—the 
consequence of which he was well aware, 
should it come to the sultan’s ear, would 
be his instant death; Orinda was therefore 
suffered to live, and placed in the entire 
care of the prudent Tabel. 

This was most fortunate for her, as her 
wants were now but few, save liberty and 
Felix; and that most likely would have 
been connived at, but that tlie head of the 
little dwarf would have answered it; and 
well he foresaw many hours would not 
transpire before a rebellion broke out, 
which was rapidly growing to a head both 
in and outside of the castle; then her li¬ 
beration could be effected with less hazard. 
The caravan had arrived from Thebes, and 
added many mysterious strangers to the 
city, nor had it brought supplies to the 
magnitude Elmuton anticipated, and so 
much needed. The public coffers were 
become so low, the soldiers were murmur¬ 
ing for pay, which was wofully in arrears. 
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noil could they now be duped by promises 
as when Sebastian commanded. Promo¬ 
tion among the officers was little looked 
after, as few of the natives possessed the 
daring spirit of the late commander, which 
enabled them to enrich themselves with 
spoil and exacti 9 n. Taxes were levied in 
vain; the citizens were unable to pay, or 
found some subterfuge to put off the pay¬ 
ment, thinking a civil commotion might 
cancel the whole. Traffic was fast dimi¬ 
nishing ; w^at ships arrived, as soon as 
they werfe informed of what was stirring, 
and the troubled state of the community, 
took their departure for another destina¬ 
tion. 
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CHAPTEll VII. 


-Wh it ib tite world to them— 

Its pomps, Its pJeasures, and Us nonsense all, 

Who in caeh other dnsp whatever fair 
High fancy forms, and lavish hearts can wish? 

Thomson. 

In the rage and consternation of Elmuton 
when he took possession of the jewels 
found on Orinda, they somehow^ or otiier 
were missing. Tlie extraordinary death 
of Sebastian happening at the same mo¬ 
ment, with such strange multiplied events 
combining, so confounded the viceroy, it 
was supposed he must have deposited them 
in some secure place, but where, the per¬ 
turbation of his spirits, and the perplex¬ 
ing state of affairs preying on his mind, 
had driven wholly from his memory: 
That he had them in his own custody 
when he departed from the minor court. 
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where Orinda and Kilrest were examined, 
was perfectly recollected by many of the of¬ 
ficers. Seignior Tabcl could take upon him 
to swear, even by the waistband of the pro¬ 
phet, he saw the casket safe in the hand 
of the most high caliph, as he crossed the 
court-yard leading to the grand staircase, 
wdiich is the principal entrance to the 
apartments of state in the palace, and 
where so many officers and men are at all 
times congregated. Nor did the outcry 
commence after them until^hree days 
after the caravan had arrived, when El- 
muton learnt his disappointment in his 
expectations to the amount he wished for. 
It was then the thought struck him of 
making use of the recovered jewels, and 
turning them again into cash for his pre¬ 
sent emergencies. The castle and harem 
were ransacked for them, high and low; 
not a corner was left unexplored where it 
was likely the caliph had been. 

' So vigilant was seignior Tabel in the 
search, that every dirty hole, be of whatso¬ 
ever nature the filth he had to rake in, was 
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diligently sought, and often, in his energy 
for the service of his high master, would 
he forget the nasty plight lie was in, and 
enter the sublune presence more like a 
nightman than an officer of state. Vari¬ 
ous were the suspicions and conjectures, 
yet on no one could the accusation of theft 
be laid strong enough to criminate. 

All this certainly added much to the 
discomfiture of Elmuton, and among the 
credulous a confirmation of the power of 
the wonderful magician and his gifted 
Christian, whom they made Ho doubt, 
with the assistance of their supernatural 
agents, had regained possession of the 
mystical box with the charmed seal. 

Much inquiry was made as to who had 
witnessed the departure of the learned 
stranger in the necromantic robe, after the 
imprisqnment of his protege^ and which 
road he had taken from the castle or city. 
You and I, reader, are in that secret; but 
none else about the castle save Tabel and 


Monrod, and they for certain reasons re¬ 
mained silent on the subject; for with a 
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little assistance of the cuniiing dwarf, it 
will be recollected he took his departure 
from Grand Cairo as Kilrest the gipsy, 
with a pack on his back, in which wa$ de¬ 
posited his heavenly robe, &c., which he 
could on no account part with. 

The first inquiry on the mornings, 
among the weak and ignorant, were if the 
gifted Christian was still in confinement; 
for iiot a night passed but it was expected 
by many that the dark tower would be 
shivered, and the prisoner be ju ried off by 
the same means tlie curious tox was, for 
all hope of again recovering that had 
vanished; and the death of Sebastian be¬ 
ing of so horrible a nature, was also attri¬ 
buted to the power and influence of the 
necromancer by the weak minded of his 
party. 

The apathy of Elmuton encouraged the 
seditious; he was informed of the gather¬ 
ing on the little plain beside the burying- 
ground, and although at so short a dis¬ 
tance from the city, yet they remained 
unmolested, and no order given to disperse 
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them, or at least no desire to that effect 
manifested by the soldiery. Strange ves¬ 
sels were lying in the Nile, and attempted 
not to land their cargo; nor were they 
questioned as to the nature of their visit 
to Cairo. 

Tlic ship which Selinus intended to take 
his departure in, with his family and 
friends, on the night Felix’s apostacy \^as 
discovered, and the cruel sentence |)lisscd 
on Ibim put into execution, had only drop¬ 
ped down river, at no considerable dis¬ 
tance, and^here remained in expectation 
of the seignior merchant’s return. 

After the gipsy chief bad left the ruins 
in the ravine with his auxiliary force, they 
travelled with all speed imaginable in un¬ 
frequented roads, which enabled them to 
reach their destination much before the 
Arabs, who had their time of appointment 
specified in their agreement. The party 
of Kilrest were greeted as friends to the 
common cause, and his motley majesty 
was much pleased to find the number of 
insurgents so increased since he last left 
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them; deserters from the caliph’s forces, 
as well as citizens, continued hourly to ar¬ 
rive, and who gave the information Orin- 
da was still alive. 

This was cheering news both to Selinus 
and Felix, who were nigh dead with ap¬ 
prehension lor her safety. 

Kilrest at the closing of the second day 
after their departure from the ravine was 
about to address himself to a meeting of 
the heads of the insurgents, when the 
camp was interrupted by the arrival of 

|k *^(1 f, '• 

Selin usV. Arabs, as they were now called, 
and being considered as soldiers in the 
Christians’ pay. The chief ambidexter, 
the captain of the banditti, was immedi¬ 
ately summoned to the principal rendez¬ 
vous, where further preliminaries were en¬ 
tered into between the ci-dcvant merchant 
and himself, on behalf of his troop for 
their services, and took his station in the 
consultation accordingly. But when the 
eye of the Arab chief and that of the gipsy 
chief met, it was visible there was no great 
concord in their hearts, for they looked 
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like two surly dogs, which no oftener meet 
than they fight; but as the concern now 
was not private pique, no further notice of 
dbmestic bickerings took place. 

It was proposed by Kilrcst that he would 
enter the city in his habit as the necro¬ 
mancer, which liis foresight had prepared 
for that purpose, and slicw himself among 
the weak and common sort, and fill l|lem 
with dread in the vengeances he*^would 
denounce, if the gifted Cliristian confined 
in the dark tower was not liberated, and 
what horrors should await Cairo if they 
stirred to oppose his wisli, or lent their aid 
in refutation to his claim. 

This was agreed to by all, who, since 
they had been made ac(|iiaintcd who the 
gifted Christian and the mighty necro¬ 
mancer were, no longer feared their super¬ 
natural power. Selin us had made him¬ 
self known to the whole camp, from the 
first moment of his entry, and was hailed 
friend by all. Felix, who had travelled in 
the habit of a gipsy, next introduced him¬ 
self to their notice, the most of whom 
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loved and pitied him. Kesto had made 
himself known to but few, and these few 
Mamelukes, who seemed, in a mysterious 
sort of manner, to almost adore him as a 
divinity. 

Kilrest, fully attired in his heavenly 
robe and eap,^ which was in appearance 
like the wishing-cap of the renowned For- 
tuifetus, took his departure, accompanied 
by a few sturdy and well-tried gipsies, 
wlio were to remain as near him as con¬ 
sistent with policy, but to be considered 
only as idle spectators, or to practise their 
cunning as circumstances should transpire, 
but really for the purpose to protect their 
master Irom insult or personal danger. 
Spies of gipsies were also stationed on the 
road, in various disguises; some lame and 
some blind, at useful distances, that they 
might convey intelligence by means of 
their small shrill horn, if danger or an op¬ 
portunity for the bubble to burst present¬ 
ed itself, when the whole camp was to 
sally forth in expeditious adventure. Se¬ 
veral Mamelukes proposed to steal into 
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the city and to the water side, to put 
their friends on the alert. 

^Those doings were well digested and 
put into execution. The reconnoitring 
party had been absent two hours—tlie 
great gong from the mosque had ceased to 
liil the air with its monotony—the night 
was dark, that is for this climate—the 
mist began to rise, the dew to fall, anfl na¬ 
ture reviving from the torrid heat of day, 
some of the Mameluke scouts liad return¬ 
ed to join the main body, and brought 
checrino; intelligence from their friends. 

o o 

Presently Kilrest was seen in his gij^sy’s 
garb only, for he l^ad doffed his heavenly 
attire for convenience of speed, to enter 
the camp puffing and blowing like a pur¬ 
sued pickpocket. He called for his mule 
in haste—the command became general to 
mount, and all to prepare for the onset. 
It seems this mighty man of the stars no 
sooner made his appearance where a few 
or many were congregated, than some 
fell on their knees before him, others ran 
away from his power, scared as though 
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the Zodiac was really on fire, and he made 
time to discover the lower part of the 
town was in a strange consternation. 

The wdiole body now rushed onward to 
the city, in open hostile array; the citadel 
became alarmed at the hubbub, the gates 
of the castle \^fere closed, the ramparts 
manned, the gongs sounded, the trumpets’ 
brazen throats called to arms, and instant¬ 
ly all became a universal tumult. The 
vessels on the heaving bosom of the Nile 
disgorged their animated cargoes, regular 
troops of Mamelukes filled the dusty 
streets to suffocation, througli which they 
passed on to the grand square, the ap- 
])ointed place of meeting. The inhabi¬ 
tants joined in the tumult, or remained 
locked in their habitations, wliile the prin¬ 
cipal mutineers harangued the ]>opulace in 
different parts of tlie town, and stimulated 
them to unite their power and crush ty¬ 
ranny. 

The forces without the castle drew 
themselves in battle array, but no order 
was given to disperse the rebels, and quell 
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the head of rebellion, or at least none such 
was attended to. Elmuton was execrated 
as a common thief, the supporter of infi¬ 
dels, or as an enemy to the true faith, just 
as the spirit of party dictated. The castle 
was reconnoitred, and tlie besieged within 
shewed a strong disposition to resistance: 
indeed it was in vain to attempt to carry 
the fortifications by storm, so strongly 
were they delendcd by nature as well as 
art. A parley was sou ruled by the rebel¬ 
lious, but no notice or answer was given 
to it by the besieged; a smart skirmish 
took place in one part, between some sol¬ 
diers of the viceroy’s and a body of Mame¬ 
lukes, in which the latter were worsted, 
owing to the dispjtrity of numbers and 
the superior situation of the caliph’s 

men. The Mamelukes were forced to re- 

} 

tire, yet the successfid party followed not 
up their advantage. The Arabs were in 
desperate energy for the combat, hut wen‘ 
kept in subjection by the discretion of the 
Christians. 

The night passed without any thing 
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being done of consequence. The day again 
broke; another parley was demanded, 
even at the very gates. It was granted, 
and Nulac now appeared on the wall, as 
the principal officer of Elmuton, and to 
receive the proposals of the insurgents. 

Here a teridble difference of opinion per¬ 
vaded the different tribes of the assailants. 
Selin us demanded, in the name of the 
Christians, the liberation of tlie gifted boy, 
as Kilrest still insisted on Orinda’s being 
called, for should it become known to El¬ 
muton she wa^ the wife of his discarded 
son, and in his custody too, her death 
would no doubt be the issue; the citi¬ 
zens insisted on the heavy exactions and 
arrears of taxes being taken off ; while 
the Mamelukes would hear of no reconci- 
•• liation taking place until tlie head of El¬ 
muton, the cruel tyrant, graced the high¬ 
est pinnacle in Cairo. Thus all was con¬ 
fusion, and no one point gained. 

This day passed in commotion only; 
biiffc still the rebellious party increased 
hourly,. There was littie chance of making 
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themselves masters of the castle but by 
stratagem. A consultation of the chiefs 
WQS summoned. Sadak was introduced, 
and the assemblage made known with the 
means of his escape, and the fortunate key 
of the little gate produced. 

This was hailed auspicious by all; and 
it was resolved the greatest strength 
should be mustered on the opposite side 
of the rock, and the appearance of an as¬ 
sault made, to cause a diversion, and en¬ 
gage the strength within the castle at one 
point, while a body of picked and resolute 
men should make a rush through the gate¬ 
way, where this same key led, and possess 
themselves of this part of the interior. 
Accordingly some out of each tribe were 
selected; among which were Selinus, Fe¬ 
lix, Kilrest, Kesto, Sadak, and others, to 
the amount of about fifty. 

Night was suffered to fall, when a dread¬ 
ful assault was made on the side appoint¬ 
ed, while the chosen few asc^pded the 
heights in the opposite direction, who 

TOL. III. L 
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bore down the guard before them., and 
soon made themselves masters of the 
lucky entrance, where Sadak made his^es- 
caf)e with Zoa. 

When this entrance was gained, another 
and stubborn obstacle presented itself, to 
impede the progress. We have before 
said this court-yard was surrounded by 
lofty buildings, and the only passage into 
it from the castle was through the guard¬ 
room. The great gate leading to the in¬ 
terior was closed, such being the usual 
praetice at sunset. 

The guard in the court no sooner be¬ 
held the proceeding of the besieging par¬ 
ty, than they flew to the guard-room, and 
secured the lieavy and ponderous door. 
Thus their so fat successful enterprise was 
cut off, and all communication on this side 
to the castle seemed precluded. The as¬ 
sailants were armed only with light Wea¬ 
pons, and it was but a waste of time to at¬ 
tempt to force an entrance there. 

A distressing suspense followed for a 
short sgace. The strongly4atti(^d win- 
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dow of Zoa’s late chamber caught the eye 
of Sadak; many ideas flashed across his 
mhid with the rapidity of lightning. He, 
once had easily gained that height; his 
beloved Zoa had descended from it with- ^ 
out injury, released him fromlthe dark 
dungeon before him, and they had made 
good their escape by the same gate, and 
with the same key which had now given 
them entrance to tlie court, but no fur¬ 
ther. 

Sadak communicated the thought of 
forcing a passage through the chamber, 
and thus gaining the harem, to Kiircst. 
It was caught at as favourable and prac¬ 
ticable. With alacrity his ragged majes¬ 
ty commanded the assistance of two or 
three strong men, was hoisted high enough 
to reach the trellis with his hands, and the 
next moment lie clung like a chamois to 
the bars of the window. A strong sword 
was instantly handed to him, and soon by 
his pow’^erful strength those obstacles were 
removed, and the closed casement the 

L 2 
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only obstruction : presently the successful 
gipsy from within the chamber encouraged 
his companions to follow. 

Sadak unfurled the scarf which formed 
his turban, and it was applied to the use 
it once hid been before ; thus an easy ac¬ 
cess was gained, and soon the united body 
of desperate adventurers filled the splen¬ 
did chamber of Elmuton’s favourite mis- 
tress. 

A short consultation was now held, as 
to which way they should proceed—at 
once to enter the interior of the palace by 
the passage leading from this chamber, or 
descend by the balcony of the other win¬ 
dow, and cut across the garden of the ha¬ 
rem, to the assistance of their comrades in 
the opposite direction. 

The latter proposal was considered the 
iiiost prudent expedient, their numbers 
being too scanty to brave the danger of 
Elmuton’s body guard in his own apart¬ 
ments, They thertfore hastened from the 
open balcony, and were securely in the 
gardens. A precipitate movemeq| now 
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took place up the avenue, past the Vestu 
hvle of the Waters^ and they soon gained 
the wall over which Sadak escaped after 
his first interview with and discovery of 
Zoa. A few sentries only were in the 
court below. The same wall yvas now 
scaled as had formerfy been by Sadak ; 
and soon were they in the identical spot 
and beneath the same wall where the Pa¬ 
gan had overheard the plotting between 
Sebastian and Saldan, to take the life of 
the caliph and the veteran Monrod, and 
thus overthrow the state of Cairo. 

The alarmed guardsmen soon yielded to 
the superior force of the desperate adven¬ 
turers, and they next possessed themselves 
of the gate leading to the outer works. 
The nearer they approached to danger, 
the more desperate they became. Selinus 
and Felix fought for the life of Orinda, 
the wife and child beloved—Sadak for 
freedom and the love of Zoa—the Mame¬ 
lukes for their rights and liberties—the 
gipsies and Arabs for pelf; with these 
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strong stimulatives, the chosen few rushed 
like tigers upon their foes, m 

This rear and unexpected advancement 
of the enemy put the soldiers of El mu ton 
into terrible consternation. The wide por¬ 
tal of the principal gate was before them 
in view; the attack on the surprised sol¬ 
diers was but momentary. Nulac here 
had the command ; Felix presented him¬ 
self to him—he was recognised, and Nu¬ 
lac astounded ; nor would he lift his arm 


against his late young master, whom he 
loved with parental affection. 

Kilrest with a dreadful blow severed the 


arm of a trumpeter from his body; the in¬ 
strument fell to the ground with the lop¬ 
ped member; the cunning gipsy seized it, 
and blew a long and loud retreat. The 
terrified and amazed Mussulmcn scamper¬ 
ed in disorder from their quarters ; and in 
an instant the wide and spacious gateway 
invited the besiegers to enter the confines' 
of the caliph’s castle. 

Now the deafening shout# of the thus-far 
victorious army rent the air, until the vast 
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concave of the heavens swallowed the din; 
now every ave^^ue leading to the viceroy’s 
abode was thronged with his enemies; 
ligiits flashed through every apperture, 
and all within seemed horrible and terrific 
confusion ; each man was dismounted and 
rushing forward. Felix, Selinus, and 
Kilrest exclaimed “ Orinda and the dark 
tower!” while the furious Mamelukes ex¬ 
claimed ‘‘ Down with the arch-traitor El- 
muton!” 

The dark tower was sought by one par¬ 
ty ; the great court-yard of the castle ^vas 
filled; the magazine was at hand, on llie 
corner of which the prison of Orinda was 
situated, and the hearts of the Christians 
palpitated as they viewed the dark and 
sullen-looking tower. 

Monrod .had so far recovered his wounds 
as to be about ?n the galleries and balco¬ 
nies of the castle to witness the affray. He 
saw the danger of his master, and was 
seeking him out to warn him, when he 
met the migjfty seignior Tabel, puffing 
and blowing like a rhinoceros in a flood^^ 
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running from one part to the other, where 
there was no immediate danger, brandish*^ 
ing a huge sword, as mu^ as he could 
wield, or at times dragging it after him 
with fatigue. He was questioned by the 
maimed old soldier as to the safety of EI- 
muton. 

All the information he could give was, 
he had seen him some short time since 
sitting like a statue in one of the bal¬ 
conies which overhung the flat roof of the 
magazine, with fixed eyes glaring horribly 
on the prison-place of Orinda; for he had 
by some means or other learnt the gifted 
Christian was the wife of Felix—^the great 
necromancer, the renowned gipsy, Kilrest 
of the ravine ; and that his son was in the 
outrage, advancing against him. He had 
been apprized of his danger, and the out¬ 
works being taken by the rebels. Several 
of his oflicers had already persuaded him 
to fly, and save himself from the impen¬ 
ding and threatening storm; but he re¬ 
mained immoveable as the great pyramid, 
and nothing they could say seemed to 
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make any impression on him, and only on 
the dark towej^ did his thoughts, as were 
his eyes, seem fixed. 

•Thus ran on the little sputtering dwarf, 
when Monrod bade him keep out of the 
way of his fearful master—“ Per present¬ 
ly,” continued the veteran, “ will he break 
like the furious and pent up-hyena—then 
dreadful would be the fate of those who 
came within his direful rage.” 

The poor old soldier then, in a voice of 
authority, commanded Tabel to proceed 
immediately to the dark tower, and re¬ 
lease Orinda, for the fate of Elmiiton 
would soon be decided, and no ill would 
further accrue from his resentment. He 
further bade him rely on the generosity of 
the Christians for his reward and his own 
preservation; thus would he make sure of 
safety, and profit by this rebellion. 

These were strong inducements to the 
strange little creature, and fixed his wa¬ 
vering determination in this predicament, 
and overcame^Bvery obstacle which lurked 
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in his trembling bosom, and hushed his 
fear. He threw his large cimeter across 
his shoulder, and descended to fulfil the 
orders of his superior officer, * 

The passage to the prison of Orinda was 
a sort of railed gallery, which was imme¬ 
diately on the top of the outside wall of 
the magazine. For the better expedition 
5'f his purj)ose, our dwarf had bestrode a 
balcony, and was crossing the roof, ma¬ 
king the best of his way to the prison. 
He had gained the gallery, and hailed the 
Christian^ ii the court below, preparing 
them to receive 1 imself and Orinda into 
their protection, as he was about to restore 
the wife of Felix to his arms, at the same 
time holding the ponderous key with 
much self-consequence far above his head. 

At this moment an attendant was seen 
to approach Elmuton, who had been des¬ 
cried in a distant balcony by many of the 
soldiers, and awoke to a sense of his gan¬ 
ger by the curses, execrations, and threat- 
enings, with which he was assailed. The 
caliph ssLW Tabel in his passage to the 
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tower, and starting like a mad panther, 
snatched the burning flambeau from the 
attendant soldier, and leaped from the bal¬ 
cony on to the roof of the magazine. In 
the centre was an opening by which they 
descended into the interior. 

The now frantic El mu ton gave a ghastly 
gaze on his foes below, uttered a Satanic 
sort of daring laugh, and disappeared down 
the staircase into the magazine. Present¬ 
ly a dreadful and appalling explosion took 
place, which stunned +he surrounding 
multitude; many of he neighbouring pa¬ 
rapets and light buildings were overturn¬ 
ed, and fell with a horrid crash; part of 
the roof of the magazine was blown into 
the air; the wall wdiere the railing was 
fixed on which Tabel stood was over- 
thrown, and the dwarf hurled with the 
ruins into the court-yard below, among 
the soldiery of the rebel army. The .vari¬ 
ous,, gongs vibrated with the concussion— 
the heavy and brilliant chandeliers in the 
apartments of the castle and palace swung 
to and fro, or were broken from their sock- 
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ets—the very rock on which the castle 
stood, the grand and holy mosque, with 
the principal buildings if» the city, trem¬ 
bled amain—the atmosphere was made 
thick and dark by the heavy rising co- 
lumns of smoke, and the starry face of the 
heavens was bedimmed by the ascending 
vapour—the waters of the Nile were for a 
moment convulsed, and heaved the ves¬ 
sels riding on its bosom; Nature for a time 
seemed astounded, and suspended her func¬ 
tions—many soldiers were precipitated 
from the turrets, and the lofty crescents 
shook in the troubled air—those in the 
great court and immediate vicinity of the 
combustion were thrown prostrate, or stag¬ 
gered almost to falling, while the four- 
footed animals quaked with affright. 

When the shock had somewhat passed, 
and the consternation subsided, the thick 
clouds of dust and smoke evaporated, men 
were discovered locked in each other’s arms, 
or prostrate on the ground, covering their 
faces for fear. 

Kilrest was standing near Selinu^ and 
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Felix, who were thrown on the earth with 
the force of the explosion ; their whole 
party were assemMed near the spot. The 
gipsy chief was the first who seemed to re¬ 
gain his reason and senses; he looked 
around him—all appeared annihilated and 
inanimate; he blew a loud blast upon the 
trumpet—it sounded in the ears of some 
as the last trump^ and as the hour of cre¬ 
ation was at a close; he blew another—it 
had the desired effect, and aroused the ter¬ 
rified group. 

Poor old Mon rod was presently at his 
elbow ; he had witnessed the effect of the 
last rage of Elmuton, and was in great 
agitation for the safety of those he loved 
and respected. 

Selinus and Felix gave symptoms of re¬ 
turning life. The ready-witted gipsy, the 
better to enforce the state of their situa-; 
tion on them, vociferated the name of 
Orinda! this acted on their wavering 
senses like a shock of electricity—all eyes 
were turned on the dark tower; it was in 
part^j]W(Vered —the flames now began to 
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arise from the ruins, and cast a brilliant 
light around, and display the horrors of 
the catastrophe; each pirticiilar object was 
visible—near the fatal tower was the blaze 
the strongest. 

Kilrest loudly exclaimed in an agonized 
voice, at the same time endeavouring to 
gain the ruins—Oh, holy prophet! Orin- 
da! Orinda!—I see Orinda!” 

Each gaze now was fixed tliere: the 
inner wall of the tower next the maga* 
zine had fallen with the concussion ; the 
hapless female was resting on her mat, 
which was placed on a large stone, secured 
in the outer wall, and thus remained in a 
senseless state. The flames were gathering 
in that part violently and rapidly; they 
had nearly reached the part where Orinda 
lay—she was not seen to move. 

‘ The venturous gipsy and some followers 
braved every danger of fire, and threaten¬ 
ing tottering ruins; they reached the di¬ 
lapidated prison-place, rushing impetuous¬ 
ly through the rising element. A lou^" 
shout was heard—Selinus and Felix stood 
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aghast in trembling fear; Orinda was res¬ 
cued, and in an instant the daring Kilrest 
bore her throiigh^the perils which sur¬ 
rounded him, Sadak was his chief assist¬ 
ant : help was offered, and soon was the 
seeming dead Orinda lowered intothecourt, 
and clasped to the bosom of her husband 
and father. 

All hostile proceedings seemed now at 
an end; the Mamelukes took entire pos¬ 
session and command of the castle and for¬ 
tifications of Grand Cairo. Orinda, at the 
suggestion of Monrod, was removed to his 
chamber, which was near at hand, and 
opened into the court-yard where they 
were. 

Kilrest dispatched a gipsy for his sad¬ 
dle-bags, in which were deposited restora¬ 
tives and various solutions for wounds, 
bruises, or diseases, which frail mortality 
is subject to. These were soon delivered 
to him; the still inanimate and senseless 
Orinda was placed on a couch, and phlebo¬ 
tomized by the skilful Kilrest. His art 



282 ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 

soon restored her, and once more she be¬ 
held her husband and father in safety. 

The transports of the trio cannot be de¬ 
scribed ; but in the midst of all this feli¬ 
city Kilrest was not unmindful of another 
object of his commiseration, and which 
might perhaps stand in need of his assist- 
ance—this was the unfortunate and blown- 
up little Tabel. In the consternation he 
had been wholly neglected, and perchance 
disregarded; Monrod and Kilrest left the 
happy Christians, and sought the dwarf, 
to discover if mortal aid would be of any 
service to him, or with the shock of the 
magazine this curious being was hurled to 
eternity. 

The poor little wretch was found half 
smothered in dust and ruins; he was pre¬ 
sently extricated from his predicament, 
and presented a pitiable spectacle; his odd- 
formed face was blackened with dust and 
smoke; his large tongue obtruded itself^ 
and his little pigmy eyes, half-closed, and 
flowing with rheum; he breathed, btit was 
totally insensible; his limbs dropped as if 
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newly dead, and his pulsation was so weak 
as to be scarcely perceptible. Each one 
who knew him looked ^yith pity on his 
plight, and although he was never loved 
or hated in his life, still a spark of com¬ 
miseration shewed itself in all who now 
beheld him, and deplored his untimely exit 
at the very moment too when he was about 
to enact the best scene of his life, for it was 
not supposed he could survive, no, not 
even by the learned and skilful Kilrest, 
the ci-devant necromancer himself. 

Monrod insisted he should be conveyed 
to his chamber, and no pains spared to 
preserve so useful an existence as he had 
proved his to have been in so many differ¬ 
ent circumstances of late. 

The noble-minded Sadak deplored his 
woful lot, and sympathized in his suffer- 
ing^i, as bespoke the heart of a Pagan may 
have as ^nsitive a touch of feeling for the 
trouble of a fellow-creature, and a breast 
a$ full of gratitude, as those who boast of 
being alone enlightened. 

Orinda and Felix withdrew into the 
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open air during the operations necessary 
to be performed on the maimed dw^rf. 
His head was ^-st examined, and found 
to be somewhat bruised; he was then 
stripped of liis upper garments; his arms 
and body were uninjured, or not materi¬ 
ally hurt. The lower part of his dress 
was taken off; but this proved no very 
agreeable task, even for the strong olfac¬ 
tory nerves of his majesty of the ravine. 
When this was completed, lo and bciiold! 
what was there discovered! strange and 
wonderful! what a mystery was here un¬ 
ravelled ! blush not, reader—but on the 
inner part of the thigh of this nondescript 
sort of a being, lay concealed the mystical 

box with the charmed seal, the contents 

1 

of which were secure and undefiled, al¬ 
though not entirely so the outside case. 

All operations on the half-dead man 
were for a time suspended; Sa(|ak stood 
aghast — Selinus, JKilrest, and Monrod, 
were so astonished they looked at each 
other, and then on the part where there-; 
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covered casket had lain secreted, but they 
spoke not. 

Kilrest was the first who returned to 
the proper use of his senses, and eagerly 
clasped the now more than ever mystical 
box, and requesteil Sellnus to take charge 
of the precious casket, and deposit it se¬ 
curely in his own custody, and if he va¬ 
lued his own peace and interest, say no 
more about it the while he remained in 
Cairo. 

Sadak and Monrod both urged the mer¬ 
chant to comply with the request of the 
gipsy, pointing out the necessity of it; 
and certainly none could have a greater 
right to it. 

Kilrest said Elmuton was gone where 
he would settle all his accounts, therefore 
let these same jewels be entered into his 
bailee-sheet, since Selinus had given the 
value, or nearly so, for them, and in all 
law of equity they were certainly his own; 
or if Elmuton chose to cavil about them 
on his day of trial, then let him send a 
judges mandamus for the merchant’s at- 
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tendance, and move the court to shew 
cause; besides the Christian had advanced 
money on them for the service of the state; 
and little doubt could exist in the fnost 
casual observer on the state of affairs, but 
the devil was the chief ruler; therefore 
Selinus need be under no apprehension, 
but let the business be settled between 
seignior Beelzebub and the caliph, and 
there was little fear but the conclusion 
would be amicable. 

This matter being so far adjusted, they 
again turned their attention to the dying 
eunuch. He was thoroughly examined in 
every part, by the surgical gipsy, and 
found to have no bones broken, nor any 
visible contusion which would endanger 
his existence, and doctor Kilrest now gave it 
as his decided opinion, the greatest danger 
to be apprehended proceeded from the 
fright he had received, while the bruises. 
on his head served to suspend animation. 
His temples were now chafed with a strong 
decoction, and a few drops of a powerful 
mixture, diluted in water, passed down 
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his throat; a small quantity of blood was 
taken from his arm, which relieved the 
system, and set it again to work, and re¬ 
stored respiration. The little man sood 
began to look out at the corners of his 
eyes, and his senses to return. 

I had almost forgotten to observe, his 
flat flask fell from his band when first they 
commenced the operation of stripping; 
this Kilrest, like a prudent and careful 
physician, thought proper to examine, lest 
his patient had swallowed ought that was 
baneful or prejudicial. The gipsy there¬ 
fore applied the nose of the flask to liis 
nasal organs, and shook his head very 
knowingly; he tasted, and could not pro¬ 
perly ascertain what the contents were— 
he tasted again, but kept the bottle longer 
to his mouth; he then declared it was a 
strong solution of some sort; but the bet¬ 
ter to satisfy his curiosity, and to give his 
opinion decidedly, he took the third trial, 
which proved to be a long and a strong 
swig; and at last, like a true Mussulman, 
who can always find some way or other 
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to cheat the prophet or the devil, gave the 
bottle into the hands of Selinus, and de¬ 
clared he knew not what the contents 

i. 

were. 

The merchant soon unravelled the mys¬ 
tery, and pronounced the contents to be 
of no baneful nature, and nothing else but 
ffood brandy. 

When Kilrest heard this declaration, 
and in the presence of Monrod too, he 
wished to appear in a terrible quandary, 
and complained of the effect it had on 
him, to think he had swallowed a forbid¬ 
den beverage; but he was a good doctor, 
and knew better than to throw it off his 
stomach.' 


I'lie Christian then applied the nose of 
the bottle to the mouth of the recovering 
dwarf, who took several large gulps, and 
soon proved his gratitude, by sitting up¬ 
right, looking about him until be was sa¬ 


tisfied he was not in the hands of the enemy, 
or near another magazine; then expressed 


a wish that he might be allowed to dress 
liimself; this of course, for decency’s sake, 
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was instantly acceded to—but, oh, reader! 
had you but seen his face when he came 
to. Randle a certain part of his dress ! his 
lips quivered—he squinted intolerably- 
forced his cheek out witli his tongue like 
the loaded pouch of a monkey—his limbs 
trembled, and his whole frame shook like 
Ethiopian in the Esquimaux climate. 

His doctor, Kilrest, earnestly inquired 
what so suddenly ailed him ? 

After much sniffling, the little fellow 
replied, in great tribulation—“ Oh, holy 
M ahomet! I have lost-” here he stop¬ 

ped short, and recovered himself, conclu¬ 
ding with—“ I fear I have lost too much 
bloodand as he proceeded to finish dress¬ 
ing himself, inquired most earnestly what 
place or whose hands he had been in, since 
he was precipitated from the gallery, and 
during his insensibility. 

Sadak informed him none had approach¬ 
ed his person, save those he now saw be¬ 
fore him. 

He was lost again for a moment, then 
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fxirther inquired ^llat had befallen Eltnu* 
ton, and how went on the war ? 

He was further informed ElmutonTwas 
dead, and the Mamelukes in possession of 
the castle, and entire masters of Cairo. 

The dwarf on which exclaimed, in a 
transport of joy—“ The prophet be praised!” 

Orinda and Felix now entered the cham¬ 
ber, and the parties unrestrained congra¬ 
tulated each other on their deliverance 
from jeopardy. 

The conscience of Tabel, or the de¬ 
lighted manner of the gipsy, soon con¬ 
veyed to him the idea that the lost jewels 
were once more come to light; he there¬ 
fore put a good face on the matter, and 
asked the question boldly. 

Selinus told him the truth, much a- 
gainst the will of the wary gipsy, wlio did 
not seem to wish to trust the little shufBer 
with the truth. 

Tabel, whether in sincerity, or to dover 
his own fraud, we know not, but he burst 
into'% loud exclamation of delight, to 
thihk the rightful owner was once more 
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in possession of them, said he took them 
from the couch of Elmuton the same night 
he had taken them from Orinda, and com¬ 
mitted her to prison, and when the caliph 
went to bed in a very unbecoming state for 
a true Mussulman, after prowling about 
his apartments until a very late hour, and 
keeping his vigilant guards from sleeping; 
but when questioned by Sadak as to his du¬ 
plicity concerning them, and the anxiety 
he evinced when they were missed by the 
caliph, the dwarf vindicated himself^ by 
saying all his doings were but honest ro- 
guery, as he intended to return them to 
Kilrest, Orinda, or her father, when a fit 
opportunity offered; but since the right 
owner had got them, there was no harm 
done, and he hoped the Christian would 
give him a handsome reward for the ha¬ 
zard he had run, and repay him ^vell for 
the dirty work he had performed to cover 
the appearance of their loss. 

As for his ever intending to restore 
them, that was not believed by any one 
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who knew the had 

discovered by sucn an odd coincidence; 
but as the merchant had again lawful pos¬ 
session of them, and through his means, 
he handsomely rewarded the dwarf, while 
Monrod bound his secrecy by a solemn 
oath, and Kilrest threatened his life if he 
ever more, directly or indirectly, men¬ 
tioned the jewels; and the little fellow, 
under all circumstances, was perfectly sa¬ 
tisfied. 

Sadak then retired, and sought his^ove- 
ly Zoa, while Kilrest went about the cas¬ 
tle in great consequence, with the veteran 
Monrod. The Mamelukes kept a strong 
guard on the alert, in case of treachery or 
danger of any nature likely to arise out of 
the change of circumstances which had 
taken place; and Selinus, Felix, and Orin- 
da, undisturbed, passed the remainder of 
the night in the seclusion of the old sol¬ 
dier’s chamber. 


they not been 
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CHAPTER VIII. 


While faith and penitence unfeigned, 

And pcace^ and meek humility, 

Inspir’d the heart where long had reign’d 
Revenge and infidelity. 

Charlotte C. Richardson’s Ludolf . 


THElconflagration caused by the blowing 
up of the magazine was got under by the 
exertions of the Christians only, but not 
until considerable damage was done, and 
the sun the next morning had risen some 
time. The mutilated remains of Elmuton 
were discovered, and presented a most 
shocking and appalling spectacle; by the 
united entreaties of the chief Christians, 
and Kilrest, who had contributed so much 
to the general cause, and out of respect to 
Felix, his remains were allowed to be pri¬ 
vately but decently interred: poor Felix, 

M 2 
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in despite of his i#ongs and sufferings, 
sensibly deplored the wretched and despe¬ 
rate fate of his misguided father. 

Early in the day a consultation of the 
principal Mamelukes was summoned, and 
also the heads of all otlier tribes in Cairo 
were invited to consider of an election for 
a new caliph, but it was understood the 
Mamelukes intended to hold the ascen¬ 
dancy. 

The great mosque was brilliantly illu¬ 
minated, where prayers and thanksgivings 
were offered by the devout as soon as the 
fate of Cairo and Elm uton became known 
to the priests, who in the general confu¬ 
sion had sought the holy sanctuary as a 
safe asylum, whichever party might prove 
the conquerors—they there could remain 
in security. Now were the offerings made 
for prosperity to the new government, and 
the minds and opinions of men in office 
turned as suddenly as the wind to the 
quarter likely for favour; and ere Horus 
had gained his meridian, every emblem, 
mark, and symbol, in distinction of the 
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power of the late execrated caliph, disap- 
peared from the pubife places, whether re¬ 
ligious or civil. So much for the brief 
h(mr of man’s authority, when the deeds 
of his mortal life raises no honourable mo¬ 
nument in men’s minds to perpetuate his 
virtues. 

The grand hall of the castle was an¬ 
nounced to be open, by the deafening 
voices of the seven silver clarions of ori¬ 
ental state, and soon each passage leading 
thereto was thronged by a motley multi¬ 
tude. The chief mufti, in the name of 
the JNIamelukes assembled, pronounced a 
general amnesty for the past to all condi¬ 
tions of men ; but from that moment the 
city and boundaries of Grand Cairo were 
declared to be in the jurisdiction of the 
Mamelukes, and their power and autho¬ 
rity to rule in future. He further declared 
the intention of that body to proceed forth¬ 
with in the election of some one to the 
office of most high caliph, regent and vice¬ 
roy, whom they should think fit and pro¬ 
per to guard their holy religion, adminis- 
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ter justice, and guide the commonweal of 
Grand Cairo; and in their judgment and 
selection no doubt the high servant of the 
prophet, the son of Mahomet, the illus¬ 
trious ruler of nations, the beloved of the 
earth, the favourite of Heaven, the most 
high {^nd sublime sultan of Egypt, would 
sanction and agree to, and the prophet 
give his blessing on their appointment. 

When this was delivered, a buzz ran 
throughout the spacious hall; several voices 
now shouted out—“ Be Arruck our rider, 
the good and magnanimous Arruck of 
Thebes—the known friend and adopted 
son of the deplored caliph Osmar!” 

A confusion followed for a time, which 
suspended the main point of the business; 
the name of Arruck struck on the ear of 
Selin us, and for a moment he knew not 
why it was familiar; the sealed scroll he 
was commissioned with by Ishmaud the 
hermit of the dell, now struck his recol¬ 
lection, as bearing a direction to be deli- 
vered fo a person of that name at Thebes. 

Our merchant now made inquiry after 
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him—he could nowhere be found. A 

* 

consternation spread among the Mame¬ 
lukes who had arrived from that destina- 
ti(5n, some before and some since Arruck’s 
departure from thence. Another loud call 
was made for his appearance by the assem¬ 
bly—still he was not forthcoming ^,aiM it 
was now recollected he had not been seen 
in Cairo during the present disturbances. 
Many of his companions and friends in 
arms had seen and conversed with him in 
their passage down the Nile; the vessel 
which bore him and a few tried partisans 
was known to have halted at the public 
passage house, near the summer palace of 
the caliph, and where he was seen to land, 
but that was considered as nothing strange 
or uncommon, for there was situated on 
the bank of the river a house of entertain¬ 
ment for* passengers, where often fresh 
supplies were laid in for the remainder of 
the voyage; and it was also a place where 
many chose to land, and proceed across 
the country to Grand Cairo. 

Various were the surmises and conjee- 



248 ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 

tiires in the minds of the Mamelukes, en¬ 
deavouring to satisfy their anxiety on ac¬ 
count of his absence; Arruck had long 
been considered the leading star of the 
Mamelukes at Cairo as well as Thebes, 
the latter being his common place of a- 
bdl^e,^e former being too full of danger 
for his safety; Elrnuton had ever been both 
jealous and fearful of him, and Arruck’s 
aversion and pointed hatred to the viceroy 
of Cair 9 , and his system, during his*long 
reign, was no secret; his most intimate 
acquaintance and friends knew not hOw to 
account for his absence. f 

On further inquiry several more of the 
Mameluke chiefs were missing, and who 
were known to be active in the insurrec¬ 
tion, and seen after victory had declared 
them her sons, yet no reason for their dis- 
appearance could be given why or where^ 
fore. Selinus and Kilrest next made in¬ 
quiry after Kesto—he could not be found; 
he had proved himself to be a true Mame¬ 
luke by-Ids courage and bearing in the late 
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undertaking, still nothing could be heard 
of him in the castle or city. 

, Mystery seemed to be gathering on 
every side; even the penetration, of the 
wily gipsy was in a fit of perplexity. The 
assembly seemed to have made their nj^ds 
on the election of Arruck to filClhe im¬ 
portant office, and would hear of nothing 
else; all was in discontent, and distrust 
was beginning to rear her frightful head; 

A 

but what was the most strange, 4here ap¬ 
peared no other candidate for the high sta¬ 
tion—no one else was even proposed, and 
all WAS become a stand-still. Those whom 
curiosity brought to the hall began to tire 
and depart; the gong at the mosque 
sounded for evening prayer, and drew 
away the strictly religious; the staunch 
adherents of Arruck, who would hear of 
nothing else, remained alone in a sort of 
disappointment; the citizens retired to 
their homes; and the really weary soldiers, 
who had been so long under arms, sought 
their quarters to repose themselves; while 
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the secret enemies of the Mamelukes 
chuckled in silence at the perplexing con¬ 
sternation of their fDes. ^ 

The night passed in this manner; the 
former part of the next day the same; the 
or^ h^iries were—“ Has Arruck been 
hearcR^fF? has Arruck returned?” and 
such like questions; all were still in igno¬ 
rance. Selinus several times resolved in 
his own mind to break the seal of the 
scroll hjfewas intrusted with, and t^ch 
he had still kept in his private possesion, 
but he had registered an oath not jfo do 
so, or that might perchance throv^^me 
light on the mystery; but his min#imis- 
gave him, and he could not do it. 

The hours had far advanced in the even¬ 
ing of the second day, when the congre¬ 
gation in the hall, courts, and avenues lead¬ 
ing thereto, and which were crowded to 
excess, for nearly the whole population of 
Cairo had assembled by this time at the 
castle, so intense had become both public 
and private curiosity—just at this junc¬ 
ture, when all honest hearts feared some 
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ill might accrue from this procrastination 
in the election of their chief ruler, the 
gongs one after another sounded a rejoi¬ 
cing, until the least of consideration in 
Cairo caught the strain, and joined in the 
theme; without knowing the-just c^se, 
but supposing the momentous of 

choosing was brought to a conclusion, the 
greatest payt of the multitude shouted 
they knew not why, and a sudden and 
g^ral manifestation of rejoi^g took 
pl^e; presently a cry of “ Arruck! Ar- 
ru(xr’ was heard, which filled the space 
ar^ffip, when soon this noble and brave 
wamor and patriot was ushered into the 
hall, amidst acclamations which threaten, 
ed to rend the roof in twain. He was 
placed on an elevation, exposed to gene¬ 
ral view; he was now greeted with such 
shouts, as would have deafened the sense 
of Jove. 

A modest beam of gratitude played on 
his manly countenance, as he acknowledg. 
ed the proud welcome. Close by his side 
stood a venerable man, of once noble mien; 
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his silver beard swept his girdle, but hoary 
Time seemed to have laid his withering 
hand heavily upon him. He was r^ot 
known to the general meeting, and only 
commanded their notice by his sage as- 
pe^J—his garments were coarse and un- 
seeinlj^ilior was any very particular atten¬ 
tion paid him by those near, save Arruck. 
Thus he passed as the friend or monitor 
of that patriotic general. 

SelinUl and Kilrest had retired some 
time from the clamour of the thronged 
hall; the public affair of election for a ca¬ 
liph seemed not materially to ^ncern 
them—more momentous matter claimed 
their attention: Selin us intended, as soon 


as the city and country about should be¬ 
come tranquil, to take his departure from 
Cairo, once more to visit the ruins, to re¬ 
ceive his sorf Oscar, and quit Egypt for 
ever with his family. All these prepara¬ 
tions was he adjusting with Kilrest, Felix, 
and Orinda, in the chamber of Monrod, 
when tliis instantaneous burst of rejoicing 
took place in the castle. They soon learnt 
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the cause, and the first impulse of the 
Christian was to hasten to AtTUck, and 
dejiver Islimaud's sealed scroll. His oath 
demanded it, and his duty prompted him. 
They however could not gain an entrance 
into the over-crowded hall, so closely ^as 
it packed with all classes of Mussllmen, 
who were indiscriminately thronged to¬ 
gether ; the attempt was futile, and for the 
present the idea was given up. 

When the din had somewhat lUlbsided, 
a great bustle was perceived to exist about 
the spot where Arruck was placed. The 
chief pufti now appeared in a conspicuous 
place^-as if to announce the new caliph to 
the inhabitants of Grand Cairo. A death¬ 
like silence now reigned. It was soon 
made known Arruck declined the offer of 
the honours which awaited him, and 
which they so earnestly wiHied him to 
accept. 

A sullen consternation followed, as 
though a pestilence was suspended over 
them. The astonished multitude looked 
on each other in wonder and surprise. At 
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Jirrufk arose from his seat, and 
’Vfith a i^ige^ic air spoke thus—Coun¬ 
trymen, btothers, Mamelukes, and A^us- 

F 

sulmen—the holy prophet bless you all! 
I have*evfr*yet lived proud of my exist¬ 
ence, and gloried when my country pros¬ 
pered. Our foes have felt my power—my 
friends my love; although of late our ho¬ 
nest pride has been humbled to the dust, 
and a cruel tyrant too long trampled on 
our n^l^s, and mocked our sufferings; 
the sun of the Mamelukes has been wo- 
fully eclipsed by an evil constellation, and 
we have existed only in a dark and turbu¬ 
lent storm; the plague of oppression has 
sorely visited us, and we were fast sinking 
to an ignominious oblivion j an apostate’s 
sword has been our scourge, and we have 
groaned under the power of a desperate 
/ool. Wetiave been nigh overwhelmed 
in the flood of despair, yet our magnani¬ 
mity buoyed us up to breathe the contagi¬ 
ous air of tyranny and misery. Now the 
glorious sun of hope beams refiilgent cmce 
more upon us, prosperity beckons us, and 
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happy liberty wreaths a garlflHd' of p.eac6 
to crown our endeavours, arid 'cancel, our 

-r ^ 

troubles; again we isoon shall breafshe the 
energy which made .our fathers loyed^by 
their friends and feared by theti* enemies. 
When Osmar ruled, the band was re¬ 
moved from the eyes of Justice, and she 
dealt fairly with all men ; mercy was the 
sceptre of Osmar, and charity lived in his 
breast; love and generosity was his motto, 
plenty and peace were his corij^nions, 
and we were happy; golden commerce 
surrounded his throne, and amity knit the 
bond of social concord. The melancholy 
contrast wo have sorely witnessed. Now 
in my hands you would place your inter¬ 
ests, in my judgments confide your wel¬ 
fare,^ and to my guidance your liberties 
and prosperities; I am incapable of the 
task. You court me to be a traitor and ^ 
usurper—you seek to ruin my fair fame— 
you wish to buckle infamy on my memo¬ 
ry, and execrations on my name—you 
hold a mirror of falsehood to your own 
view, and would embitter my future days; 
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yet in your love I know you Hrish me well 
and happy. What I have done has been 
but my duty—what I will do is still my 
duty, and shall be done. Yes, Mame¬ 
lukes, I will be happy, and I will make 
you happy ! I will restore to you your 
riglits and liberties—I will restore to you 
your long-lost ruler and caliph—I will re¬ 
store to you our beloved Osmar! Osmar 
the Magnanimous !” 

The noble chief then led forward the 
trembling Ishmaiid, the hermit of the de¬ 
sert, and presented him as the most high 
and mighty caliph of Grand Cairo. 

The multitude were astounded, and in 
silence endeavoured to press forward, and 
recognise the venerable stranger; and as a 
further confirmation for them, the com¬ 
panion in exile, Kesto, was introduced as 
Ipelasterous, Osmar’s once noted and re¬ 
nowned general, who fought the battles 
of the Mamelukes in Osmar’s day, and 
whose foes trembled at his name, until 
treacherous power vanquished their ho¬ 
nest means. The aged Mamelukes, who 
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had weath^ed the storm of Elmuton’s 
usurpation, soon recognised their former 
favourites, and impressed their full belief 
on^ their countrymen by prostrations and 
reverence. 

This information and discovery flew like 
a dap of thunder, which relieves the op¬ 
pressed air, astounds for a moment, then 
leaves a ^ calm benignity behind. Osraar 
was instantly hailed by all classes of men 
as calipli, and bedecked with the robes and 
insignia of the important ofiice. The 
multitude within and without the doors, 
made a general prostration towards him. 
The loud clanging of the great gong on 
the grand mosque, again summoned to 
prayers and thanksgiving. The holy sanc¬ 
tuary blazed like a brilliant meteor, in 
less time than it could be supposed inge- 
jiuity could have performed it. - 

Osniar and his principal partisans shew^ 
ed themselves at conspicuous parts of the 

I 

palace and castle to the surrounding 
crowds, and were every where hailed with 
excessive enthusiasm. The clamor of re- 
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joking outdinned din, and men seemed in¬ 
toxicated with joy; fathers recounted to 
their children the former good deeds of 
the caliph Osmar tlie Magnanimous, ^nd 
children lisped out the oft-told tale; old 
men frisked about with the alacrity of 
youth, and the youths gambolled in all the 
luxury of delight. Those whom the fa¬ 
vours of Elmuton enriched, or his faults 
made great, and on that account deplored 
his fall and overthrow, looking with dread 
to a change in the administration, now be¬ 
came gladdened in the universal joy; their 
sorrows were chased away by the account 
of Osmar’s former reign, and the future 
hailed with cheering anticipations. The 
darkness of the city was dispelled by the 
gathering bonfires and splendid illumina¬ 
tions; as Hyperion rising above old ocean’s 
bed, sweeps away the sable veil of night, 
^nd cheers the grateful earth with Jiis re¬ 
fulgence. 

Emblems and devices, demonstrative of 
the happy^return of Osmar to power, were 
every where displayed ; the younger part 
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of the community paraded the dusty 
streets, in various dresses, bespeaking the 
general satisfaction ; while the elder ga^- 
thered together in groups, to tell the la¬ 
tent virtues of him they loved, and who 
was as it were arisen from the dead among 
them, or to guess only at his sufferings, 
endured in horrible exile. 

The few that had become acquainted 
with that secret and his history, since he 
had been dead to his subjects, were com¬ 
pelled to recount it. The name of Elmu- 
ton was not suffered to be mentioned in 
the general rejoicing, and the naming of 
the horrors of the late tyrannic reign was 
now considered worse than treason. The 
bustling mirth of this night outdid the 
greatest of traffic ever known in Cairo. The 
many vessels riding on the proud Nile 
seemed to be rigged as with streaks of 
fire—the various shaded lanthoms anc^ 
gaudy-coloured flags struck their rays on 
the ancient river’s bosom, which reflected 
the light, and shone like an ocffin of gold. 

The following morning, though day 
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seemed now to have no division, the re¬ 
joicing had made the late night pass as a 
brilliant day. However, at an early hour 
Sclinus iind Kilrcst sought the venerable 
caliph Osmar, to pay their respects: oh, 
how strange the contrast from the last in¬ 
terview they had with Ishmaud, the for¬ 
lorn hermit, in the ruins of the ravine! 
Of late the miserable and forsaken cave of 
some wild beast was the abode of the 
wretched solitary, when dried moss and 
leaves formed his poor couch to rest his 
wearied limbs upon. A scanty pittance 
of milk and dried fruit, given in charity, 
was his poor meal, when he was sought 
after by the wanton and curious as a strange 
being, and forced to endure the gibes and 
insults of strangers, and dared scarce mur¬ 
mur at the indignities of the ignorant,^and 
known only as Ishmaud the hermit; now 
it was suddenly Osmar, tlie most sublime 
and high caliph of Grand Cairo, yet in 
flesh, blood, form, and make, the same 
man. fanglcd lackies and high pam¬ 

pered courtiers were stationed at distant 
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parts, to secure his mightiness from the 

gaze of the vulgar, and prevent intrusion, 

lest his slumbers or privacy should be dis- 
* 

turbed; tlie choicest viands which art 
could invent to pamper his appetite, and 
the most costly velvet stuffed with down 
and trimmed with gold and gems to loll 
his frame upon. This strange contrariety 
was but the work of a few hours. Osmar 
had now seen the world ; its luxuries he 
had known long before—they were almost 
forgotten, and the greatest privations of 
life he had endured of late. Oh, what a 
lesson for mankind had he learnt! and Os¬ 
mar could not forget Ishmaud. 

The Christian and t!ie gipsy were intro¬ 
duced into tlie sublime presence, with all 
the form of oriental pomp ; but when the 
old friends of the ravine met, the superi¬ 
ority of the caliph left Osmar, and he re¬ 
ceived them with the cordiality of sincere 
friendship. His cumbrous trappings of 
state seemed but to incommode him as he 
arose from his throne to w^corae and 
cherish them. Osmar could at the <mset 
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of the interview say but little, reminis¬ 
cence so flashed upon his mind, as to pre¬ 
vent the struggling words from escaping 
with which his over-charged bosom swell¬ 
ed. As he used the common salutation of 
the Mussulman, his dignity for a moment 
seemed to forsake him, and his fervency 
bespoke his sincerity. 

To the merchant of Cairo the custom of 
state was no way embarrassing; his sphere 
of life and education had been such as ren¬ 
dered ceremony but little perplexing; 
but not so to his majesty of the ravine; 
now that he was on plain dealing, and 
craft and cunning was out of the question, 
the queer king was most sadly out of his 
element. His prostrations were of the most 
awkward kind; his usually flippant tongue 
clave to his lips, and for the soul of him 
he could not stammer out any thing like 
a congratulatory compliment to the vice¬ 
roy. He knew not what to do with his 
hands—they swung by his side like the 
pendulum of a clock; his feet stuck to the 
paved floor like the magnet to steel, and 
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his whole contour was in an uncomfort¬ 
able plight; he fancied all eyes were upon 
him, and all ears waiting to catch his^ 
wofds. His dress too—how mean, how 
degrading! not the commonest slave about 
the palace but fluttered in gay attire, and 
colours as gaudy as the butterfly.. Upon 
the whole he was very unhappy, and wish¬ 
ed himself any where else. 

Osmar saw his embarrassment, and was 
anxious to put his first ceremony at an 
end. He therefore desired Kilrest to take 
the earliest opportunity and see him in 
private, as he had something of conse¬ 
quence to communicate. 

The gipsy, without waiting for his com¬ 
panion the merchant, made the most of 
his manners, and retired from the august 
presence. 

Selinus, out of courtesy and respect, ob¬ 
served the ceremonies of the Ottomen, 
and delivered the sealed scroll, whole and 
entire, into the hands of him who first en¬ 
trusted him with it. 

Osmar received it, broke the seal, and 
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returned an enclosed packet into the hands 
of Selinus,^ and requested he would at his 
leisure peruse it. The envelope, which 
was directed to Arruck, and merely Con¬ 
tained the correspondence of such friends, 
was disposed of; and after an earnest invi¬ 
tation and entreaty from the caliph that 
the good Christian would again soon meet 
him, he was suffered to depart. 

^The bustle of state affairs now began to 
press upon the new-returned caliph, and 
to occupy the early day of Osmar. Seli- 
nus sought his children in the chamber of 
Monrod, ""With whom he found Kilrest, 
who was most anxious to return to the ra¬ 
vine, and restore the wounded Oscar. 

Poor old Monrod now joined the group, 
and earnestly expressed a wish to depart 
with them, was it only to the ruins of the 
ravine, or to occupy the late abode of Ish- 
maud in the lonely dell, so strong was his 
wish to leave Cairo. His day to cavil for 
preferment was past—and office he wished 
not for, nor would he court it; his 
years began to hang heavily on him, and 
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the only gratification his bosom longed for 
was solitude, or retirement a world 
whe/ein of late he had witnessed nouglft 
bdt ingratitude, fraud, and treason, in its 
most direful shape. He was a Mussulman, 
ever strict to his religion, but no fanatic, 
nor denouncer against another sect. He 
was descended from an ancient and re¬ 
spectable family—a patriot in every sense 
of the word—and in all a good man. %Ie 
was respected, and we may say, beloved 
by Ehnuton, who, with all his faults, fol- 

he served honest¬ 
ly and justly, and dealt fairly #ith all mei^. 
Yet he had not been a particular favourite 
of fortune, nor basked conspicuously in the 
alluring sunshine of court lavour and po¬ 
pularity ; the world seemed no longer to 
have charms for him, at least such as he 
could enjoy, and in the city of Cairo he 
felt assured he could never find them; he 
had formed, his mind, and determined to 
quit it for ever, and expressed his wish to 
follow his dearly-beloved Felix whom he 
VOL. III. N 


lies, and imperfections, 
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had watched from his infancy with the 
care of a ]^rent. In his society, be in 
whatsoever^clime, and among whomso¬ 
ever, still in Felix he would find a sin¬ 
cere friend, one who would guard his 
closing day, and sooth the rugged path of 
decaying nature. 

This request of t^^e poor old veteran was 
not made in vain, Felix revered and real¬ 
ly lived him, Selinus had a great respect 
for him, and Orinda sympathized in the 
affection of her husband. It was agreed 
he should remain in the castle until the 
return of KBrest and the Christians from 
the ruins, and for which they intended 
immediately to depart, and as soon as 
they returned with Oscar, to leave Egypt 
in the vessel of Selinus, and set sail fi>r 
Spain, the land of the merchant’s na¬ 
tivity. 

As this was adjusting, Kilrest remained 
speechless and melancholy; syaid as Seli¬ 
nus tunied toward bim, and expressed his 
wish to proceed on tlieir journey, the gip¬ 
sy turned, and looked the Christiim father 
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full in the face ; he attempted to speak—it 
was in vain ; his heart seemed overcharg¬ 
ed and almost bursting; he griped the 
hand of the Christian—a labouring tear 
struggled in his thick lashes. After a 
short but suffocating pause, he exclaimed 
—“ Oh, Christian! did you not say you 
would quit JEgypt for ever ? How can I 
make an atonement to you for all t|je 
pangs and sufferings I have caused you to 
endure? Oh, in the name of the prophet, 
ere you depart, deliver me over to justice 
for my provoking crimes on^you and 
yours; by my death let me expiate my 
sin. Let me, oh, in mercy let me be rid 
of my burthensome life! for hereafter it 
must be burthensome—it will be too bur¬ 
thensome to bear, too terrible! Let me 
die, and hope to find forgiveness alone 
hereafter!” 

This sudden burst of repentance and reli¬ 
gious hope overspread the congregated few, 
like the glorious truth of Heaven beaming 
on a dark despairing mind. All were 

N 2 
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mute for a time. The big tear of sincere 
penitence and faith rolled down the hard- 
furrowed features of the wily sinner’s face, 
whose life had been a compound of fraud, 
villany, and arch deceit. That tear was 
worth a world of gems in the sight of the 
good men present; it was a sparkling pre¬ 
face of repentance, the titlepage of reli¬ 
gious hope, and a little voliim% worth a 
million of words. 

When the gipsy had somcwliat re¬ 
covered his emotions, he continued, as he 
applied his hand to his moistened lids, 
and discovered the precious balm—“ Look 
liere, Christians; thou hast this day seen 
a wonder—a repentant tear drop from 
the hardened eye of Kilrest. If thou 
wast to tell this to men of the world, they 
would say, thou liest! Ah, well they 
might; it is the first I ever remember to 
have shed; but it has passed, and I am 
proud of it. 

Selin us, Felix, and Monrod (poor Orin- 
da’s tears were her only eloquence, such 
an impression had the conduct of Kilrest 
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made on her sensitive bosom), comforted 
the poor repentant with the most unfeign¬ 
ed forgiveness on their parts, and pointed 
out the path to obtain an eternal pardon 
and mercy. 

The party became somewhat reconciled 
to their troubles, and were preparing to 
depart on their road to the ravine, when 
they were interrupted by a bustle in the 
court-]^rd, and at the entrance to the 
chamber of Monrod. 

It appears the gipsies who were dispatch¬ 
ed across the country by Kilrest, at the 
earnest desire of Kesto and Ishmaud, to 
bear a sealed scroll to some one who was 
on his passage from Thebes—it now ap¬ 
pears Kilrest was told by the recluses it 
was a commission from them to Arruck, 
but he could learn no further, and whom 
Ishmaud and Kesto thought would most 
likely be met at the passage-house. We 
have already said, when Kesto visited the 
halting caravan, on the skirts of the yel¬ 
low desert, he had heard what was likely 
to happen soon at Grand Cairo, and there- 
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fore wished to consult with their friend 
Arruck, as to the best manner for Ish- 
maud, now Osmar, to proceed, in case the 
Mamelukes should prove victorious, and 
he be reinstated in his rights and digni¬ 
ties. 

' The messenger gipsies were fortunate 
enough to meet Arruck, who instantly, on 
receiving Ishmaud’s scroll, repaired secret¬ 
ly and unknown to the other Mamelukes, 
to the ruins in the ravine, under the es¬ 
cort of the three followers of Kilrest; but 
as soon as he met his old friend and former 
master, insisted on Osmar’s repairing in¬ 
stantly to his own city of Cairo. When 
on the road, they were met by Kesto, and 
a few chosen Mamelukes, who were made 
acquainted with the secret of their caliph, 
and whose mysterious absence made such 
a stir in the castle, after it had surrender¬ 
ed ; but previous to the departure of Ish- 
maud from the ruins, he commended Os¬ 
car to the vigilant care of those gipsies 
which had returned with Arruck, and 
bade them commence their journey to- 
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wards the city of Cairo, by easy stages, 
after him. This was accordingly done; 
and as the Christians, with Kilrest, were 
about to seek Oscar, he was borne into the 
court-yard, and soon joined his friends in 
the chamber of Monrod. 

To attempt to describe this meeting 
would be futile, now that they were in 
safety and liberty. The night passed in 
love atid friendship in the apartment of 
the old soldier, while the castle remained 
in tranquillity, and the city in peace. 



272 ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 


CHAPTER IX. 

<#sr 


Happy the}’, the happiest of their kind, 

Whom gentler stars unite, and in one fate 
Their hearts, their fortunes, and their beings blend. 

Thomsow. 


In the course of the night, as his children 
slept, the good old merchant Selinus took 
the opportunity to peruse the contents of 
the sealed scroll, delivered to him by the 
caliph Osmar, the purport of which was as 
follows:— 

“ Christian Selinus, I would claim a 
tear of pity from thee, and thy forgiveness. 
I am much indebted to thee for many of 
this world’s goods. Thou knowest me 
not, thou sayest, as now I am and appear 
to thee; perhaps it is best so, as I may be 
spared tny reproaches, and thee not forced 
to look upon and be with one who has so 
wronged thee. But no, Selinas, think 
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not SO ill of me, but believe it was my 
misfortune forced me to bilk thee of thy 
treasures, and drove me beyond the pos¬ 
sibility of paying my just debts. Oh, 
Christian ! the poor weather-beaten hand 
which subscribes these characters, the weak 
enervated fingers which draw these lines, 
the misty eyes which now behold so dim¬ 
ly this skin, and my wavering senses, 
whicli render my diction difficult to be 
understood, and iny ciphering scarcely le¬ 
gible, are now, alas! unknown and forgot¬ 
ten by thee; when so few—few years are 
parsed, since thou knewest me erect and 
bold in manhood, vvhen my eye darted 
the fire of resentment on my foes, my 
strong arm chastened their arrogance, my 
acute senses penetrated their hell-born and 
secret mischiefs, and my strength made 
them grovel with their native dust, when 
my name was loved and feared, my friend¬ 
ship sought, and my anger shuiffeed. Oh, 
Christian! thou knewest me when men 
courted my favours, and thousands seem- 

3 
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ed to exist but on my smiles—when the 
world ran fair with me, as the first hour of 
a serene spring morning, and my whole 
day of life promised to pass away, as a 
short and transient dream of bliss—when 
my blooming sons had just gained the vi¬ 
gour of manhood, and I was proud of my 
offspring, and gloried in the honourable 
name of father—when I commanded and 
was obeyed—when all my day was hap¬ 
py, and my night was tranquil—when I 
held myself secure, and lived I thought 
but in the love and esteem of all men. 
Yes, merchant, thou knewest me all this 
and more. Oh, I blush when I acknow¬ 
ledge to thee, I was the happy caliph Os- 
mar, Osmar the Magnanimous, viceroy of 
Grand Cairo. 

Stay, Christian, stay awhile—a tear 
has fallen, and intercepted the passage of 
my pen. It is past—now, Selin us, thou 
knowestifee for the poorest man in crea¬ 
tion, made worse than poor by the base¬ 
ness and ingratitude of the world I once 
loved. Oh, prophet, fcow I once loved 
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the world! I thought all men were just, 
and for my pains discovered myself a fool. 
I loved the busy scenes of men—I thought 
it was really life: no, no, I was deceived 
—the scenes I saw were death, and mor¬ 
tals the actors therein, yet I applauded 
them. I cherished the one as a friend—I 
found him false; I dealt with another as 
an honest man—he proved to me a cheat .; 
a chance-comer spoke me fair—I trusted 
him—he cheated and laughed at me; a 
stranger grew familiar, made my house his 
home, and afterward stabbed my peace of 
mind; a rich man bowed to me, and de¬ 
luded me; a cold-faced, unmeaning-look- 
ing, distant sort of person, hovered about 
me, caught my words, turned them into 
infamy, and crushed me; a flippant fool, 
as gay as a butterfly, sporting his hour in 
the sun, whisked about before my imper¬ 
fect vision, dazzled my sight, and made 
me his laughingstock as he leftihne. But 
why do I remind thee of all this, Chris¬ 
tian ? as Osmar, the caliph of Cairo, thou 
hast too much sorry cause to remember 
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me; but as Ishmaud the heanit thou wilt 
never forget me. 

“ Now must I beat hard on the chords 
of this poor old heart, as I relate to thee 
some of my sufferings. Elmuton! oh, 
that name strikes my every mortal sense 
chilly when I think upon it, and as I see 
it written, almost annihilates my vision; 
but it must be so, to make my story per¬ 
fect. Elmuton was a favourite child of 
fortune; his parents and friends were rich, 
at Alexandria; he was a wayward young 
man, and at Cairo sought my favour. I 
liked him not. He hung about me for 
preferment, and played the sycophant. I 
despised him. He became bold, and ask¬ 
ed me to advance him, and recommend 
him to the sultan; and for what ? why, 
Christian, he had not a single virtue in his 
whole composition. I turned my back on 
him, and hated him for his presumption. 
He was rich, and had made many purse 
friends; he was so far artful as to lock his 
interest in the merchant’s credit books, 
bound the sultan to him by costly pre- 



ORIENTAL WANDERINGS. 277 

sents, gave fetei^ and treated the plebeians 
—purchased a name of the multitude, and 
the vulgar hurled their caps in the air for 
him ; he paid for plotting—his gold cre¬ 
ated a rebellion—it broke upon me unex¬ 
pectedly ; he headed the mob, bought 
their voice, paid for each hurra, and un¬ 
dermined men’s honesty, traduced my 
fair fame, heaped scandal on my name, 
which made even my friends look aghast, 
and for a moment stand aloof; Elmuton 
made use of the sultan’s authority, deceived 
the million, and usurped my power. 

“ The seasons of late at this time had 
been unpropitious, and we were in want. 
The very elements seemed to war against 
me—a terrible fire consumed nearly half 
my city; the public coffers had been drain¬ 
ed to the lowest ebb for the general good; 
the swelling Nile conjoined with the sea¬ 
sons to hold back his yearly tribute to the 
extent which was so much needed. Fate 
gathered around me, and I was persuaded 
to quit Cairo. Once away from my throne, 
and the seat of power, the seal was soon 
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fixed on my fortunes—^hose whom I 
thought my best and sworn friends were 
now tardy in their services—I was forced 
to seek as an asylum for the moment in 
emergency the holy mosque. Even here 
the priests were tampered with, and they 
looked cold on my necessities. I was now 
almost driven to despair, and as a last re¬ 
fuge I sought the confines of my summer 
palace on the bank of the Nile, accompa¬ 
nied by my seven sons, and a few stanch 
partisans. 

“ I had not long been there ere I heard 
the appalling news that the rebel Elmuton 
was declared caliph of Grand Cairo. That 
was a heavy stroke for my poor heart, 
Ohristian: soon the usurper’s power and 
treachery hunted my abode out; his gold 
paid his myrmidons, and l^was besieged 
in my last sanctuary. My brave sons 
fought for the life and rights of their sire, 
until their mangled bodies formed a bar¬ 
rier between me and my direst foes. All 
hope was lost, save escaping under the 
cover of the^ght—^it was done; my 
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faithful Kesto, ]^t then my valiant friend 
and general, Belasterous, would hang to 
the* fortunes of his master, and fled with 
me. 

“ We wandered long in want and mi¬ 
sery. Arruck, another good and a rich 
friend of mine, we heard had escaped the 
horrors which befell my adherents, and was 
in safety at Thebes, Thither we bent our 
course. Oh, Christian, it was a long and 
weary pilgrimage to perform! we suflered 
every want mortal man is heir to. Kesto 
and myself dared not to reside in Thebes, 
nor where men inhabited—a price was set 
on our heads, and our lives were sought 
after; the emissaries of the accursed usur¬ 
per were in every town and district—in». 
deed they were scattered over the whole 
country: I, the wretched Osmar, was pro¬ 
scribed, and held up to infamy and scorn, 
but eluded the vigilance of my enemies. 

“ At length, search being fruitless, it be¬ 
gan to be less fervent, and to die away. 
It was generally reported and believed I 
must have fallen with my brave sons, and 
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other defenders of my life and liberty; 
but still, as my body was not found, sus¬ 
picion kept awake and haunted me. The 
wretched Mamelukes were oppressed and 
plundered with impunity by the new 
power: often have they struggled for their 
rights and liberties, and in different parts 
of the district; but the gold of the usur¬ 
per supported his power, and they were in¬ 
variably crushed by infamy. Poor devoted 
Mamelukes!—Oh, holy Mahomet! when 
will their tribulations and sorrows find an 
end, and their lawful privileges be re¬ 
stored ! or has their sun of glory, like 
mine own, sunk to rise no more!—What 
digression is this!—Good Christian, pardon 
the wandering of a poor old man, made 
old by oppressive care and trouble more 
than by the covering of years. 

“ I w'ill not hold thee long in perusing 
this melancholy scroll—why should .1? 
my troubles may affect thee for a moment, 
and then may perchance pass away like 
an idle tale; but I am in thy debt, Chris¬ 
tian, and the least 1 can do is to give thee 
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reasons why I have not })aid thy honour¬ 
able claims—alas! all prospect of that is 
long, long since vanished; but exonerate 
me, merchant, from the imputation of 
fraud, and let my sufferings plead an ex¬ 
cuse.” 

At this part the writing was so oblite¬ 
rated, as by tears, Selinus found a diffi¬ 
culty in proceeding for several lines, but 
thus recommenced:— 

We could see our friend Arruck but 
seldom, and that only at such times as 
when he could steal out of the city of 
Thebes by night, and search out our abode 
in the neighbouring forest; but the great 
hazards he ran in these visits, from so ma¬ 
ny causes, were the only preventatives for 
so good a man as Arruck. Yes, Christian, 
that man would willingly have laid down 
his valuable life to have added the small¬ 
est moiety of comfort to the wretched 
Osmar. In the midst of a melancholy 
forest, inhabited only by ourselves and 
beasts of prey, with poisonous death¬ 
dealing reptiles, the air infected by pes- 
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tiferous insects, and the face of the earth 
charged with venomous crawling crea¬ 
tures, almost imperceptible, but whose 
stings were worse than a thousand deaths, 
the day passed cheerless and unhappily, 
and the night in fear and watchfulness. 

“ Hunger preyed upon us, and death 
in innumeralJle shapes and horrid forms 
hovered around us; yet for near two years 
did Kesto and Ishmaud buffet with hor¬ 
rible privations in this danger-begirted fo¬ 
rest, amidst ravenous creatures, and exist¬ 
ing chiefly on wild fruit and berries: but 
even here, even this dreary and inhospi¬ 
table region was too comfortable a home 
for the miserable outcast exiles. We were 
one day surprised by hunters, and by a 
miracle only we escaped death, to linger 
out a life of wretchedness and wo. Yes, 
merchant, strange was our deliverance and 
prevention from falling into the hands of 
those who would have gloried in the re¬ 
ward for our heads, and made a proud 
boast of having taken the miserable Os- 
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mar and his companion prisoners. The 
prying dogs of the chase had found our 
lurking-place; we heard their approach, 
and made our escape, but not until we 
were seen by a party of horsemen, and 
was soon convinced by their manner we 
were recognised, or they had supposed 
who we were, as frequency the name of 
Osmar struck our hearing. We hastened 
from the spot, made our way through the 
underwood to some distance, and climbed 
a thick palm, endeavouring to elude their 
search; the sagacious dogs scented us, 
the hunters, horse and foot, followed—we 
could discern them through the thick fo¬ 
liage ; they were creatures of Elinuton’s, 
and on a commission from him at Thebes. 
Our hard fate seemed now to be drawing 
to a close; we were soon descried by the 
hunters. 

“ In these times of suspicion and dis¬ 
trust, two isolated beings like us, discover¬ 
ed in an unfrequented forest, where silence 
was seldom broken by human creatures, ex¬ 
cept ourselves, and our endeavours to 
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avoid their gaze and pursuit, was enough 
to aw^aken more than mere curiosity. 

The underwoods were beaten, to give 
a passage—our assailants were drawing 
near. The dogs became suddenly silent, 
and seemed somehow or other at a stand, 
ourselves anticipating only new tortures 
and troubles, %hen on a sudden a terrible 
screaming of men and howling of dogs 
rent the air. Two fierce hyenas, alarmed 
by the approach of adversaries, had flown 
to ^his spot as an ambush, or place of safe¬ 
ty. They had laid secreted on the oppo¬ 
site direction to our entrance, and our pre¬ 
cipitation in climbing the palm had se¬ 
cured us from the danger of the beasts; 
but when the quadrupeds intruded on the 
retreat of the savage animals, they darted 
on their assailants with horrid fury; seve¬ 
ral dogs were instantly laid dead, by such 
surprise were they taken. The bipeds 
flew in all dii*ections, in terrible conster¬ 
nation, as the infuriated beasts dealt death 
around alike to man and brute; the forest 
reechoed with affright, the dogs seemed 
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lost in fear, their wonted courage fled, and 
remained as stupified in the consternation 
—no valorous huntsmen to encourage 
tliem to the onset, and the hyenas, which 
were male and female, and of the most 
desperate kind, were emboldened by the 
non-resistance of their foes. 

“ We beheld the devastation on our 

* 

enemies, and praised the God of our pro¬ 
phet for our present deliverance. The din 
and outcry died away in distance only. 
We descended, and now considered the 
forest was no longer a place of any sort of 
security for us ; onr foes had beheld us— 
they might have recognised us, and little 
doubt remained in our minds but they 
would return in double force, to take re¬ 
venge on their fourfooted adversaries, and 
the caption money for us, in case they 
knew us, would repay them well for their 
hazard. 

“ We made the best of our way towards 
the skirts of the frightful forest, and near¬ 
est to the city of Thebes. Our discoverers 
had been driven in the opposite direction. 
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and must perforce be at some considerable 
distance. We looked forward with some¬ 
thing like hope, a faint gleam flashed 
across our wo-begone bosoms, and in our 
misery we believed we were the especial 
care of an all-wise protector. We ap¬ 
proached near enough to discern the walls 
and .lofty buildings of Thebes, and re¬ 
solved, when night should fall, to enter 
the habitation of mortals once more, and 
claim the assistance and advice of our good 
friend Arruck. 

" All earth seemed to be as tranquil as 
was the face of heaven; the night was se¬ 
rene, and in safety %e reached the abode 
of our dear and blessed friend, which was 
on the outside of the fortifications. No 
tidings of the unfortunate hunters had 
yet arrived in the city, 

Arruck was alive to our safety, and 
procured us disguises; our long and shag¬ 
gy beards we were forced to sacrifice to our 
necessity. Two strong mules were pro¬ 
cured, and we determined to hazard the 
difficulties of tljl way, and proceed in the 
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direction of the yellow desert» and seek an 
asylum on this side. We were well sup¬ 
plied with gold and necessaries for our un¬ 
dertaking by the bounty of our friend, 
who saw the danger which attended us, 
if we longer stayed in the vicinity of 
Thebes, 

“ The parting with that friend, Chris¬ 
tian, is written indelibly on my heart, and 
death alone can efface it. We passed on 
our way unnoticed, and commenced the 
frightful passage of the lonely and track¬ 
less wild. Our mules had not borne us 
above half the distance across the hot de¬ 
sert, ere they failed in Aeir strength, and 
expired with fatigue and thirst. Oh, 
Christian! picture to your mind our hope¬ 
less and forlorn situation. Strange to tell, 
we summoned resolution, and journeyed 
onward, to the astonishment and wcmder 
of ourselves, and at the trials and priva¬ 
tions man is able to support when necessi¬ 
ty urges him. 

“ At length we crossed the vast plain, 
with every attendant difficulty; nearly 
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expiring we reached the caravansary, hard 
by the ruins in the ravine, and halted un¬ 
til our strength returned, being well sup¬ 
plied with gold, and by our liberality 
closed the eye of distrust and suspicion. 

were already too near the fatal city of 
Cairo, to remain long in security, if we in 
any way exposed ourselves; we therefore 
sought out this lonely abode, in the soli¬ 
tary dell on the skirts of the desert, again 
disguised ourselves, and as the strange re¬ 
cluses you found us, we remained undis¬ 
turbed for a length of time. Arruck knew 
we were in safety, but knew not exactly 
where, by intellig^lce we contrived to send 
him by the passing caravans. 

‘‘At length our resources failed, and we 
were no longer able to purchase this se¬ 
cret correspondence. We could not hear 
of Arruck but in the usual manner of 
worldly commerce. Our superior learn¬ 
ing and acquirements stirred up the cu¬ 
riosity of the ignorant; and the once proud 
Qsmar and brave Belasterous were degra- 
^d^and forced to use chicanery, and sub- 
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unit loJnsult for their support of nature. 

l^e our privations and horrors have 
%een dreadful, and almost insupportable; 
y©€ none, save ourselves, heard our mur¬ 
murs. We must once more quit our 
sorry, sorry abode, and again become wan¬ 
derers ; yes, Christian, it must be so. The 

indignities and insults we are here forced 

111 

to bear are worse than death; my iVty 
soul revolts at them: oh, no, no, they 
cannot, must not, shall not be borne. Yes, 
Cliristian, once more must the wretched 
Osrnar be an outcast; and perhaps, ere thou 
readest this sorrowful narrative,Osmar may 
cease to exist, his troi^bles be forgot, and 
his body be mouldering in an ignoble and 
a disregarded grave. Adieu, good^ Chris¬ 
tian.” 


I • 

Hebe, the lovely handmaid of Sol, had 
began to sweep the darksome mist of night 
from off the floor of earth, that his bright 
rays might wanton ther% and play, ere 
the good Christian merchant Selinus had 
finished the sorrowful scroll of Isbmaud 
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the Hermit. His poor old heart throbbed 
as he folded the parchment, and deposit^ 
itiivthc bosom of his dress; a kind bene¬ 
volent flow of tears relieved his oppressed 
mind; he thought how wonderful were 
the dispensations of an allwise Creator, and 
how great his care over that ungrateful 
creature man. He viewed his children as 

''•'V' 

they lay in sweet and tranquil slumber, 
heaved a sigh for their past sufferings, and 
poured forth a fervent prayer to the Throne 
of Mercy for their future safety. 

Seignior Tabcl at this moment broke 
modestly in upon the solitude of the 
chamber. After the usual salutations, 
his face beaming with joy and gladness, 
all his flippancy returning, and his ac¬ 
customed vivacity gaining the predomi¬ 
nance of good breeding, and after re¬ 
peating his salutations to each individual, 
garnished with a long string of congratu¬ 
lations, he made known his mightiness, 
the most sublime caliph of Grand Cairo, 
Osmar the Magnanimous, whom the pro¬ 
phet bless -and guard for ever and ever. 
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and that? his reign might last untlh titne 
hra worn bis latchets out, or become so old 
as to be no longer able to travel—with 
a world of such like fhodomontade he ran 
on, ere he made the Christians understand 
the newly-returned governor was pleased*. 
in his sublime condescension, to vouchsafe 
and deliver into his keeping (the last night 
before he retired to his chamber) the keys 
of the harem, and to continue him in all 
liis high offices he had of late filled, beside 
ordering him to be equipped in a costly 
uniform, and unrestrained confidence to be 
placed in him. 

He then suddenly stopped short to re¬ 
cover his breath. Something else came 
across his mind; he was silent a moment,, 
and putting his funny visage into'^a sojpt 
of mourning guise, and addressing himself 
to Bfonrod, who had now entered, inform¬ 
ed him that old Ayesha, the govern|nte of 
the harem, was discovered drowned in 
reservoir of the vestibule of the waters, aod ■ 
still griping in death a large flask,: 

o 2 
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sbe ^as known sometimes to carry about 
her. It is supposed, in the general cdfa- 
stemation, whep the castle was besieged, 
slie must, in the dark and fright, hare 
missed her path, and fatally fell into the 
same place where she once before received 
a severe ducking; but however, poor soul' 
she^^had not this time come so fortunately 
off. Her fate caused but little regret, save 
in the great and mighty dwarf; certainly 
he had lost a most convenient pot, or rather 
flask companion; and the odd creature 
seemed for a moment to really deplore her 
untimely end. At last he started as recol¬ 
lecting himself, and with as many apolo¬ 
gies as would have served a whole regi¬ 
ment of shallovv-pated memories, told he 
was commanded by the sublime caliph, 
Osmar the Magnanimous, his august mas¬ 
ter, when he was attending him to his il¬ 
lustrious chamber the last evening, to de¬ 
sire the Christian merchant Selinus, 
wait on him in his private apartment the 
first thing in the morning, and before the 
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bi^iness and concerns of the public day 
came on. 


IMonrod severely chided the little chat¬ 
terer for his procrastination in delivering 
his maste^r’s commands, and Selinus on the 
instant repaired, conducted by the seignior 
marshal Tabel, to the apartment of Osmar, 


whom he found impatient for his attend 


ance. 


The old caliph now threw off all re¬ 
straint of oflfiec, and familiarly conversed 
with his old Christian friend the merchant 


The topic was chiefly on the departure of 
Selinus from Egypt, which Osmar would 
hear not of, until he had given him a pro^ 
per security of the old debt he had former¬ 
ly contracted with the merchant, but which 
was out of the power of Osmar at present 
to liquidate, diving to the embarrassed 
state of public and private affairs. All 
matters were then adjusted between them 
as to their future settlement^ and Selinus 
promised to take his leave of the viceroy, 
ere he quitted Egypt for ever. The mer¬ 
chant also gave Osmar to understand, 



£94 OKiKKTAt WAKDERINGS. 

Md^rod, the old veteran of the 
would Mash and intended to leave, and ac¬ 
company his family. Osraar grieved at the 
loss of so valuable an officer as he had learnt 
Monrod had been, but yielded without 
hesitation to the prayer of the old soldier. 
The Christian took his leave for the pre- 
sejpt, and his majesty of the ravine was 
commahdcd to attend the viceroy’s bidding. 

His queer kingship entered the private 
presence with much less embarr^sment 
than he had the public one the day before. 
Osmar treated him courteously, and kind¬ 
ly acknowledged the many obligations he 
was under to the gipsy, when he M^as only 
poor Ishmaud the hermit; and now, as th^» 
grateful Osmar, he would endeavour in 
some part to repay his kindnesses, and 
which M^ere bestowed at ^time when re- 
ward or remuneration was entirely out of 
the question. 

After 8omf little conversation on the 
disgraceful life of the gipsy, and Kilrest 
had unequivocally declared his resolution 
to lead a ney life, since he had restored 
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(^car to his father, the generis Osmar 
offered him, and insisted on his accepting, 
the office of captain of the castle guard on 
tile outer works, and that the whole gapg 
of the ravine be invited to enlist anew„ and 
still serve under their old commander, but 
in a new capacity. This was certainly too 
much for the poor gipsy to endure—it^was 
so unexpected, and that at tli^,moment 
when he had determined to leave for ever 
his old life and wicked practices, yet knew 
not where to turn his steps nor where to 
seek a shelter for his head. He believed he 
had no friends: a true light of his situ* 
ation and past life broke suddenly upon 
him, and every hour he had been sinking 
more and more into despair. This was a 
sudden transition indeed! he would have 
fallen befor^^sraar, and have almost wor* 
shipped hin^ut he seemed rivette^ to the 
spot—bis tongue could not perform its 
task, and acknowledge his gratitude by 
words. Osmar therefore left the apart* 
ment, and Kilrest awoke from his ^Upor 
and sought the Christies and Monrod to 
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cominuru^te the joyful news; this 
soon done, and Kilrest was congratulated 
and^hailed, for the first time in his life, and 
that by Selinus too, as the noble captain 
JBanca,- 

Had the merchant held a basilisk before 
the eyes of the late “gipsy, he could not 
havp been more terrified: he trembled, and 
his sens^ seemed for a moment at a stand; 
at last, embracing Selinus, said—“ Oh, thou 
good man, now thou hast wholly recalled 
me back to myself: yes, Selinus, I will be 
Banca in future; and would to the prophet 
I could erase for ever from my mind the 
recollection of Kilrest, the abominable 
gipsy!” 

As soon as the followers of Kilrest heard 
of his advancement, they flocked around 
his captainship, and, to a maM entered into 
the service of the viedfoy, forsake for 
ever the life they had led in the ruinl$ 
the ravine. The band of Arabs, who had 
been in the pay of Selinus during the late 
conflict, were taken into the pay of the 
viceroy; all animosities between 
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th^Arabs and gipsies were^fofgotten, and 
they grew into good fellowship and became 
trusty guards. ^ ^ 

*Cairo had now become perfectly tran¬ 
quil, and all was at peace. Selinirs, with 
lus family, continued at the castle, and 
after settling all his'affairs, prepared to 
take his departure in his owm ship, which • 
now lay in the harbour of Bq 1|^, and 
ready for sailing. 

Sadak was introduced to Osmar, and re¬ 
ceived much marked attention from all 
classes of Mamelukes, as well as the vice¬ 
roy : many looked on him as the chief in- 
striiirient of their emancipation, as the 
castle might have withstood thepowet- and 
force of the Mamelukes until all their force 
and poT;vcr was exhausted; therefore the 
key which Sa^k provided them with^^ and 
gave them so e^sy an entrance to the forti¬ 
fication, was certainly the means of so com¬ 
plete and momentary an overthrow of their 
enemies. Osmar returned his thanks to 
the noble-minded pagan, for himself and 
friends, from the throne and in public, dc- 
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daring, at the same time, he was at^fiill 
liberty to depart to his own countiy, and 
to demand the liberation of such of his 
native countrymen who were sold in the 
market of Cairo at the same time he was 
purchased, 

Sadak was enriched with many costly 
presents, beside th^ jewels of the late ca¬ 
liph, which he was suffered to keep entire 
possession of, and a vessel put into requi¬ 
sition to convey him, with his beloved Zoa 
and countrymen, back to their native land. 
Nulac continued in his office, and was re¬ 
spected by all men. 

A high and religious festival, which was 
followed by three days of public rejoicing, 
was now holden in Cairo, when the au¬ 
thority ofOsmar was fully established; and 
the brave patriot and sincere|f ieiid, Arru^k, 
publicly adopted thc json i^rOsmar. , 

' Early on the morning of the thi^ dayJ 
it was announced throughout the city, that 
the embarkatii^ii of the good Christian mer- 
diant^linus, with his family and ,many 
accompanied by the veteran Mon- 



OIUENTAL WAKDEBINGS. 2^99 

ro(J, was to take place early in the day, 
when for ever they would leave Egypt; 
and also at the same time, the noble pagan, 
Shdak, with the beautiful Zoa, and many 
happy released countrymen, would em¬ 
brace tlic bosom of Old Nile, to seek again 
their native shores, and live in love and 
libert\., This information caused the 
wliole city to be stirring, even from the 
liigiiest officer in the state to the poorevSt 
plebeian; all seemed to feel an interest in 
the fate of some of the few who were about 
to depart for ever from them. One class 
felt for Selinus and his daughter, another 
])erfcctly remembered poor Felix’s buffer¬ 
ings, and all felt a respect for old Monrod. 
The strange and noble pagan, witli his 
beautiful companion, conamanded tlfo curi¬ 
osity and att^^ntion of every one. ^ 

As the lioitr of embarkation drew near, 
the^ neighbouring quays were crowded to 
excess; the destined vessels, laying along¬ 
side and gaudily rigged, looked likefovely 
twins. A cavalcade was. formed froni the 
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castle, for the purpose of paying a last re* 
spect to those about to depart: anon the 
trumpets’ sound filled the air; gongs clang¬ 
ed, musical instruments sounded amain, afid 
all was universal commotion; captainBanca 
and his men, for their first duty, led the ad« 
vance guard this day. To be brief, the 
castle and city disgorged its whole popu¬ 
lation to the water-side, and even on the 
water, for the bosom of the river was com¬ 
pletely covered with various kinds of ves¬ 
sels, filled with spectators; the old and 
grateful caliph Osmar^ attended his friends 
to the water’s verge. The moment of se¬ 
paration arrived—that it were impossible 
to describle; suffice it to say, the deafen¬ 
ing shouts of the multitude, the clanging 
of music, and the loud blasts of tlie horns, 
announced that all were on board. The 
sails w^ere unfurled, and caught tlje pro¬ 
pitious breeze; the vessels rolled majesti¬ 
cally on the tide; now they move, and 
catch the stiffened gale—they fly idong as 
two lovely listers side by side, and swell 
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tlie waters as proud of tlieir burthen; they 
grow less upon the straining eye—^fainter 
now—fainter still—they are gone! 

T. E. 

lUnxhaUy Junr 4 , 


FINIS, 
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